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DEAR SIR, 



WHEN I firft announced my inten- 
tion of undert?iking the private tui- 
tion of youths you immediately entrufted 
me with the care of your fons y and thus 
placed me in the important province of an 
inftruftor of the rifing generation. To 
you, therefoi'e, I refpeftfully infcribe this 
little, publication; which is chiefly de- 
figned for their benefit and improvement. 
No original work of mine could have 
laid an equal claim to your patronage 
and attention. 

To have the minds of youth furnifhed 
with the principles^ and made acquainted 
with the jytrit of the Chriftian religion, 
would prove, I am perfuaded, the moft 
efFefctual prefervative agaiiift the infidelity 
and the uncharitablenefs of the prefent age. 
a 2 
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Accordingly in the Sketch of the Denomina- 
tions of the Chrtfiian Wortd^ I have attempt-^ 
ed to ftate the general doctrines of re- 
vealed religion 5 the opinions by which 
its fefts are difcriminated, and the pur- 
pofes to which diverfity of religious fen- 
timent fliould be applied. .The very can- 
did manner in which this work has been 
received by all parties, together with its 
rapid and extenfive fale, demands my 
warmeft thanks; and has, indeed, em* 
boldened oie to proceed to the complex 
tion of the plan which I had there, io 
part, executed. 

In this fecond publication^ (which if 
a jequel to the preceding, and which 
is now humbly prefentcd to the public) 
I have brought together and concen^- 
trated into one focus, the teJUmomes of 
certain refpeftable Proteftant writers, in 
behalf of the rational and pacific ^/^^Viir of 
the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. Infidels, 
efpecially thofe of the prefent day, arc 
pleafed ta affert, that the Chriftian re- 
ligion prohibits the exercife of reafon, 
demands an implicit faith in the doc* 
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trines it promulgates, and eftablifhes, 
among the weak and the credulous, a 
fyftem of uncharitablenefs, intolerance, 
and perfecutlon. Hence they think 
themfelves juftified, not only in with- 
holding their aflent to the evidence 
it propofes ; but in characterizing it by 
epithets of marked reprobation. This, 
however, is a palpable mifreprefentatibn 
of its genius and tendency. For 

from theje tejiimonies of the firm and en- 
lightened advocates of revelation, unbe- 
lievers may learn, that it /j worthy of a 
divine origin, and deferving of univerfal 
acceptation ; zealots may be taughf how 
to conduft themfelves towatds their bre- 
thren of different fentiments, while the 
united declarations of this moft refpec- 
table cloud of witnejfes form an eloquent 
and an ufttul comment on the injunc- 
tion of our bleflfed Saviour to his dif- 
ciples, A new commandment give I unto you y 
that ye love one another. 

Very 9onfiderable pains, fir, have been 
taken in felefiing and tranfcribing the 
fubfequent teftiraonies. But of the weight 
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due to the feveral authors, we fhall judge 
according to our own peculiar fentiments. 
It is not, therefore, expefled that the ap- 
probation of every reader will be obtain- 
ed, though I have been careful to admit 
no one writer, who has not, in his day, 
been diftinguiftied for his genius, his lite- 
rature, and his piety. Mod perfons will 
here meet with their favourite authors; 
and to me, in the execution of the pre- 
fent work, it was a matter of indifference 
whether they were of Paul^ or of ApolloSy 
or of Cephas, provided they were of 
Chrtfl. It may be alfo added, that I 
have not availed myfelf of every theo- 
logical writer which might have been 
procured; nor have I inferted every pa- 
fagraph in behalf of candour and unani- 
mity, which is to be found in the writings 
of the authors which are here introduced. 
Indeed my chief delign is to Ihew the 
avowed enemies, and to remind the higot-^ 
ed prqjelfors of revelation, that wife and 
good men, of all denominations, have in 
tiieir cahn and coUefted nwments con- 
fideied the right of private judgment, in 
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matters of reKgionJ to be the badge of 
Proteftantifm ; and have deemed the ex- 
ercife of charity towards thofe who dif- 
fered from them to be the ornament and 
glory of the Chriftian profeffion- 

I have, fir, confined royfelf to deceafed 
writers, that I might avoid fwelling the 
work to a fize which ordinary readers 
would not have leifure to perufe, or abi- 
lity to purchafe. Otherwife I might have 
enriched it with many valuable teftimo- 
nies, in behalf of candour and unanimity, 
from living writers of the three principal 
elaffes of profeffed Chriftians, into which 
the teiiimonies are here diftributed. 
Thus it is manifeft, that the miki and con- 
ciliating fpirit of Cbriftianity is fo far ' 
from being extinfk^ that it ftiii continues 
to produce the fame benevolent effects, 
for which, in former ages of the church, 
it has been juftly celebrated. . Let not 
the infidel then imagine, that the benig- 
nant influence of the gpfpel is circumf , 
fcribed within any one period, or limited 
to any particular century. It is as immu* 
table as the Deity who firfl gave it. It n 
as permanent as that #^m// for which it 
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is eminently calculated to prepare us. 
Alljlejh is grafs^ and all the glory of man like 
the flower of Jhe field. The grajs wither eth and 
the flower thereof falleth away ; but the word 
of the Zor^,with refpeft both to its purity 
and its henevolencCyendurethfor ever. 

A modern infidel, fir, of political no- 
toriety is, however, fo profoundly igno- 
rant of the nature and tendency of re- 
vealed religion, that, in a recent publica- 
tion, he pronounces the fcriptures to be 
fources pf delufion, and records of wick 
ednelfs. He has. alfo indulged himfelf in 
fcurrilous invedtives againft thofe who be- 
lieve in their infpiration, and againfl thofe 
-whofe province it is ftatedly to explain and 
enforce their contents. But w^e muft not 
be furprized — ignorance, calumny, and 
falfhood, are the means by which the em- 
pire of infidelity hath been raifed and per- 
petuated. Chriftians of the plaineft under- 
ftandings know\h?it their religion inculcates 
a rational piety, and prefcribes the pureft 
morality, which can be prefented to the 
children of men. If this piety be npt inter* 
woven.ih their characters, and this morality 
exemplified in their condu£l-— to the want 



of religion, and not to religion itfelf, fliould 
thefe deficiences be imputed . Paul, the great 
apoftle of the Gentiles, who underftood more 
of the nature and experienced more of the 
influence of Chriftianity, than any indivi- 
dual now livings emphatically denominates 
lithe JoSlrim according. to godlinefs. There 
is, therefore, a degree of injuftice and 
of cruelty, in charging it with the vices 
and the infirmities of its profeffors. But 
permit rae to alk the vcnbeliever who 
exults in thefe obje6iiDns, do aU the ad^ 
vocates of natural religim maintain a 
rational^ faith, and exhibit an unblemifb- 
ed reputation? In general, is it not nor 
tx)rioufly othcrwife? Does not their re* 
jeftion of revelation excite a fufpicion, 
that they ftrive to. evade the force of its 
precepts j and to refcue. themfcivtea from 
that whokfome rcftraint, which the aw- 
fulnefs of its penalties impofes upon hi^ 
man conduft? With refpefct to infirmity, 
the infidel and the Cbriftian ftand on one 
common ground ; nor can either of them 
pretend to finlefs pcrfefiion. But were 
we fairly to cftimate the praSical in- 
fluence of their refpefitive creeds, I 
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fliould feel no apprehenfion for the 
Chrijlian^. provided he cheriflied that 
temper, and adopted that train of con- 
duft recommended by Jefus Chrift in the 
New Teftament. Were men to take 
the fame pains to believe^ which they take 
to di/believe TYi-E gospel,' the triumphs 
of infidelity would ceafe — its attendant 
vices difappear, and Chriftianity^ in its 
pureft and moft benignant form, would 
{agreeable to the intimations of ancient 
prophecy) reach to the uttermqft parts of 
the earth. To albribe uncharitablenefs 
and perfecution to the religion of Chrifi^ 
is to afcribe darknefs to the fun, or dif* 
ordei: to the eftablifhed laws of the uni- 
verfe ! 

This little publication, fir, may alfo 
prove ferviceable to young' men who are 
educating for the Chriftian miniftry. It 
may bring them acquainted with theolo- 
gical writers of enlarged fentiments and 
genuine liberality, and thus prevent them 
from entertaining thofe contrafted no- 
tions of the mofl: amiable religion in the 
world, into which young minifters, from 
their want of better information, are 
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known to have been precipitated. Too 
frequently, alas! initiated into the dog- 
mas of a party, and driven by a zeal not 
according to knowledge^ they have impeded 
their own ufef ulnefs, and injured the in- 
terefts of the Chriftian church. Uncha- 
ritablenefs is the germ of perfecution. 
It is, therefore, of the higheft importance, 
that thofe, who in the public fervices of 
the fanftuary, are deftined to lead the 
devotion, and in a -meafure to form the 
religious temper of multitudes, fliould 
themfelves drink deep into the liberal 
fpirit of the New Teftament, and affidu- 
oufly cherifli that benign temper which 
advances and adorns the truth as it is in 
Jefus. / . 

Nor can I, fir, conclude, without ex- 
preffing a hope that my own congrega- 
tion, and, indeed, that all ferious and 
candid profeffors of Chriftianity, will de- 
rive fome benefit from the perufai of the 
following pages. In thefe times of in- 
ftability and of luke\Varmfiefs, this felec- 
tion may ferve to confirm their faith— 
to enliven their hopes — ^and to invigorate 
their religious afie£tions. Here they will 
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contemplate near fmrjcore fefvants <A 
Chrift, men of talents, erudition, and 
fterling piety (the mitred prelate, the 
plain prelbyter, and the ftill plainef 
quaker) appearing before the tribunal of 
the public, and giving in their refpec- 
tive teftimonies in behalf of that fublime 
religion to which they in common owed 
their deareft hopes and their choiceft 
confolations. Though on earth they 
may have flood aloof from each other, 
diftinguiflied by their little peculiarities ; 
yet, in that portion of their writings, here 
introduced, impregnated with the un- 
adulterated fpirit of the gofpel, they 
feem jointly to maintain, that to ac- 
knowledge Ckrift to be the Son of God^ and 
to love one another^ are the two primary 
articles of our holy religion. Meeting 
each other on thefe evangelical princi- 
ples, how gratifying is it to the beft feel- 
ings of the heart, to realize their junc- 
tion around the throne of God ! Tkey, and 
all the true followers of Jefus Chrift, of 
every fentiment, and of every defcription, 
a multitude which no man can number, fliall 
comt from the north and from tit fouth-^ 
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from the tafi and from the wejly andjhall'jit . 
idown nmth thofe illuftrious patriarchs, 
Abraham J and Ifaacj and Jacob, in the kiHg* 
dom cf heaven. Exhilirating thought ! 
Tranfporting profpcfil ! Tow^ds that au^ 
guft period may t)ur eyes be fteadily di^ 
rcfted. For an union with that glorious 
afiembly may we be prepared, endeavour'^ 
ingj by every poflible method, to keep the 
unity of the Jpirit in the bond cf peace. 

In the introdiiSory effay, fir, a pej- 
fpicuous brevity has been ftudied; and 
it is founded on a declaration of Jefui 
Chrift, that it may generate a ftronger 
mipreffion upon the minds of Chriftian 
ytouth, for whom the whole work is 
chiefly intended. To the candour of t3i^ 
reader, and to the bleflSng of heaven, I 
now fincerely commend it— ^perfuaded 
that the caufeit means to ferve, is, the caufe 
of God and truth — and will. therefore prove, 
notwithftanding the occafional infirmities 
of its friends, and the reiterated oppofition 
of its enemies— ^»tf//y triumphant ! 

You will, fir, I truft, excufe my hav* 
ing prefixed your n^me to this dedica- 

b 
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tion. It is the moft expreffive mode 
which I had in my power, of teftifying 
my gratitude for the kindnefs and attention 
with which you, and your worthy family, 
have uniformly honoured me. 

That your two fons^ and my other pupils *, 
may embrace upon the fuUeft convidlion, 
at an early period of life, the chris- 
tian religion, which is equally re- 
mote . from indifference and bigotry ; and 
that they may one day honourably and 
ufefuUy fill up the ftatjons which an 
indulgent Providence fhall aflSgn theiSi 
upon the theatre of human life— rand for 
which their prefent courfe of education 
is preparing them, are, dear fir, the un^ 
feigned wilhes, and fervent prayer, of 
Your much obliged friend, 

J.EVANS. 

^ville RoiUf MiU EndRoad^ 
April ^th^ 1796. 

*. The Tons of Jofeph. Slater, Efq. to whom I am alfo 
cnach indebted for the imporiant truft he has repofed in me. 
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In ciecelTartis — Uait2tS{ 

tn non necciTarus -Libertas; 

Ifl utrifque — Charitis.-i- — 
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In. offices of lbve« how we may lighteti 
Sach other's, burden in mn ihare of woeu 
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"MT^Kiarc itrfbrmed in various parts of the 
^ evangelieal hiftory, Aat Jefus Ghrift up- 
iMiaicbd the Pharifees with their obftinacy, and 
wich theii- indoknc^. Very attentiTc to the ap- 
pearancts of nalHre arotitid them, they (hould 
Iwwe feeefi ftiU more attentive to thef^gns of the 
times. The advent of die Meffiah had beeO' 
long ago predicted, and its attendant ciTx:tira- 
ftances minutely fpecified. They, however, 
difreo-arded thefe* evidences of our Saviour's 
Meiliah{hit>, and with this inattention he thus 
reproaches' them. fVTien ye fee a cloud arife 
But of the wft^ firatght way ye fay^ there cometfk 
b3 



( Xviu ) ' 

a fliawer^ andfo It is. And whin ye fee the fautk 
wind blow^ y^fay^ there will be heat^ and it com- 
eth to fiafs. Ye hyjiocrites^ ye can difcern the face 
of the Jky and of the earthy hut how is it, that ye do^ 
not difcern this time P And^ 

Whyevenof yourselves judge ye not 
what is right? 

Jefus Chrift, by this expoftulatory reproof, 
eviHently intimates, that it is our Indifpenfibl© 
duty to exercife our reafon in matters of reli-w. 
gion; and this duty is the more ftrongly incul- 
cated by reproaching the Pharifees with a negle£t 
of it. Other paflages of a fimilar import might 
be feleded from the New Teftament. But ta 
this pointed declaration of our Bleffed Saviour^ 
I would now wifli the attention of the reader to 
be fleadily diredled. 

7>5tf gofjiel of Jefus. "CHrifi Is frequently £vided 
Into two parts ; diat which is to be helievfidy and 
that ^yhich is to ht fira^ifed. Both thefe parts are. 
delivered to us in th? fcriptures\ and it is ouf 
bufinefs to^cpnfider what iniforipAtion is there 
communicated refpedling .thein.. The fpecula- 
tive part of revelation has a fpecial reference, 
to , the underAanding, and contains doftrines 
which require our belief. Thefe dodirines are 
declarations /nade concerning the nature, the pro- 
perties, and the relations of cenain perfons o^ 
fubjedls with which' we are concerned. The 
perfons and fubjedks in which we are interefted 
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as intelligent and accountable agents, are, God — 
ye/us Chrlft — the gof/iel — the Jirefent Jiate^ and 
the world to come. The declarations or doctrines 
refpeiking thefe moft momentous points of .Re- 
velation, muft be the fubjcfts of our enquiry. Wc 
muft ufe our reafon or judging faculty, not 
only to afcertain the evidences with which the 
gofpel is attended ; but alfo to find out the fpe^ 
cific meaning of the infpired penmen, concerning 
thefe interefting fubjedb. 

The fame fpirit of inveftigation fhould be ap- 
plied to the pra£lical branches of revelation. 
Is it of confequence to know what we are to 
believe? It is equally important that we know what 
we are to pra6tife. In perufing the fcriptures, wc 
muft therefore ufe our reafon to afcertain \ht nature, 
number, and importance of the precepts, moral 
and poiitive, which it is .incumbent upon us to 
obey. We muft enquire into the origin of thefe 
duties, into the motives by which they are en- 
forced, and into the advantages with which the 
difcharge of them is accompanied. The duties 
we owe to God, to ourfelves, and to our fellow 
creatures, together with the right adminiftration 
of Baptifm and the Lord's Supper, claim our 
particular attention. Thefe precepts and inftitu- 
tions, as well as the do(9:rines which have Iieen al- 
ready mentioned, are contained in the word of God. 

But alas !— in all ages of the church, different 
opinions have been entertained refpedling them> 
b4 



and this diflbnance of fentiment has given rift t# 
vialence, confufionj and even to the (hedding -of 
blood. The fcriptures were wrcfted qut of the 
hand5 of the people. A particular interpretation 
. was im{)ofed upon their contents. Some dared 
not to judge even of themfelvis. Others .wha 
dared were punifhcd with an inquifitorial feverity. 
But religion is a pcrfonal concern ; the fcripturo 
ihould be in the poiSeflion of every individaal^ 
and our reafon ihould be exercifed in the fear of 
God, to. afcertain its true meaning. The in- 
fpired writers would not communicate error for 
our belief; nor recommend evil for our pra^ice. 
But unlefs we are attentive^ Cautious, and hum- 
ble, we may mifintei-pret their writings and yet 
confidently imagine ourfelves to be acquainted 
with their genuine fenttments. 

So far was Jefus Chrift from prohibiting, 
or even difcouraging the exercife of reafon in 
matters of religion, that he exhorts his dif-» 
ciples to the ufe of it, and condemns his ene*-. 
mies for the negled of it. Prophecies^ and 
miracles, the two moft capital evidences- of his 
Meffiahfhip, were a dire£l addrefs to this en- 
nobling principle of our nature. His apoftlesalfo, 
in their epiftles to the prifxiitiveChurches, inculcate 
the fame important dodlrine, and prefs it home 
with great folemnity upon the hearts and con- 
fciences of the firft converts to the Ghriftian re- 
ligion. Nor in the fucceeding ages of the church 



have thofe mkiftew of the gofpel; who under^ 
Ji^^d' the €otnfnIffiofi of their divine Mafler, cea- 
fed'to f^peal) upon tl^e awfiil t0J)iG of religion, 
to the nnderjlandinp of mani&ind : 

'Tis feajbn our great Mailer hold's fo dear; 
'Tia reafin's ihjtrred rights hid wrath refents j 
'Tis reafbrt*^ voicd obey'd his gbries crown'd. 

' YOUNG. 

- Many, indeed, are the inducements which: 
fiiouid operate with Chriftian&; to judge evin of 
themfeives what is right in mttters of religion. A 
few of the fnoft obvious, atid confeqaently the 
moflE iVrtelK^le, are here refpciftftilly fubnutted 
to tiie atteAtien of the tiling generation. 

1. We f)iim\)djud^e>e%}en afomfehes conecming 
the religion of Chiiift ; . becaufe tha ' &cuhy of 
judging lies m our pofiff^pn ? 
• The DivBae Beic^ gires nothing ia vain. It 
k. the <thar2i£{eriftiQ of vrifdom to^ adapt cer^ 
tain means io certaxo emda* The pofiefTion of 
a mean indicates van enxt.. Who ever doubted 
^t the eye Was formed for feeing, the ear 
ffit heariag, and the otbar &nfes to perforn^ 
thoir teljped^ivo &tti£tioos? Equally improper 
^uldl k be to. dotih^ whether reafon was given 
us to* afoertain vdiat revelation prefents to the 
bumatfi miitd We find ouistelipes in the poflef- 
fion of a £tcuky by which we receive ideas — 
cei^ipace them with cHie attotber, and then draw 
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a conclufion refpe£king the whole. In common 
life we readily exercife this difcriminating fa- 
culty, to detenfline what is good and what is 
evil. Is it faid, that reafon fl^ould be laid afide 
when religion claims our attention? For what 
purpofe? Are you afraid that the Chriflian 
faith fhould be fcrutinized? If you are, you do 
it a manifeft injuftice. If you are not afraid, 
for God's fake, do not fuhge.61 your religion to 
cruel and unjuft fufpicions. •" It is an error, 
fays .an excellent divine*, to difcard the ufe of 
reafon in religion, and inveigh againft hii^m^ji na- 
ture, out* of refpevSl to revelation and the* grace 
God. 'Tis not more certain that the. eye could 
do little, in fome cafes, without a telefcope, 
than that the telefcope can be of no ufe with- 
out the eye", and 6ur calling in the mechanifm 
of art to improve that of nature, : is. a concef- 
jfion- that nature is the / foundation of art, which 
onlv finirties.what the other begins. Thus re* 
relation is a kind of fiipplement to reafon., and 
grace to nature; the gofpel brings new light,, and 
new enforcements of ftrength; but the old fa- 
culties are ftill employed, and Divine af&ft- 
ance to be • expected upon no other terms but 
our making the hefi ufe of thefe." It is, in- 
deed, only by the ufe of reafon, that we can 
judge of the external and the iW^r^s/ evidences 
of the gofpel, and maintain our ground againft 
Infidels, Jews, and Pagans. That reafoQ, there* 
* Grove pf Taunton. 
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fore, fliould lie dormant refpedling die doSIrlnes 
. and duties of this fame gofpel, is* a pofition at 
once both abfurd and ridiculous. Reafon in- 
.deed has its limits, and thefe limits are known 
to wife and good men. The fober ufe of this 
faculty in all our affairs, and efpecially in the 
momentous concerns of the foul, cannot be too 
much commended. Both the doftrines and the 
duties of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, fhould be 
carefully examined^ firmly believed, and zeal- 
cufly maintained. Our religion has nothing to 
fear from the minuteft enquiry, or from the 
fevereft inveftigation. Like the works of na- 
ture, the farther we examine it, the more fully 
will its excellence appear, and the more effec- 
tually will its glory be difplayed ! 

2. By w/ judging even of yourf elves concerning 
the religion of Chrift, you are ejtpofed to error, 
in belief, and to folly in praftice. 

Whence arofe the abfurd dogmas,. and fuper-^* 
flitious fooleries of Popery? From having given 
up the ufe of reafon in the affairs of religion* 
Reafon is the monitor placed by Almighty God 
in the bread of every individual, to preferve his 
intelligent and accountable creatures from . fhe 
commiflTion of evil. In this prefent ftate, we are 
ftrangely deceived by appearances, and examina- 
tion becomes neceifary to redSify even our moft 
ordinary judgments. Docs not the ignorant and 
b6 



( xxiv ) 

uninformed contcmplator of the heavens imagine 
a ftar to be no biggeu' than a diamond, and 
fuppofes the fun to be ho larger than a circukr 

• plate about twelve inches in diameter? Philo- 
fophy, however, has pronounced Both theife 
judgments to be extremely erroneous. - In si 
fimilar manner, a fuperficial acquaintance with 
the fcriptures has led thoufands to believe that 
they contained fentiments which are incompati*- 

* ble with the perfeftions of' God, and inimical to 
the beft intevefts of mankind., Iti is not fa 
much the poffefliion, as it is the firo/ier . ufe of 
reafon, which conftitutes the fuperiority of man 
over the brute creation. The freaks of enthtN 
fiafm, and the mummeries of fuperftition, ariife 
from the dormant ftatc of this faculty in the 
breaft of the irfdividoal. In ecclefiaftical hiftory 
we uniformly finti, that reafon is decried ,by 
totbufiafts and imp')ftT>rs ; but our bleffed Savi- 
viour Jefus Chrift afts a very difTerent part, and 
manifefts a veiy different fpirit. He calls on all 
to examine. He condemns theln for the want 
of examination. He even warns the deluded 
Jews of the long train of evils which would 
neccflarily arife from their indolence ; and thus 
affords the ftrongcft incentive to his difciples 
to exercife the right of private jcdgment, where • 
the important affairs of religion are concerned. 
Would to God ! that his followers had been 
equally zealous to explain, recomimend| and 

4 
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pfa(Skife this cflential duty ! A modem prelatft^ 
of confiderafele eminence*, alluding to former 
times, when firft heathcnifm, and afterwards 
Popery, prevailed in this country ; remarks, con- 
cerning thisfohjedl, " Had the ufe of feafon been 
abandoned in* the affairs of religion, we might; 
have been ftill plucking mifletoe with the Druids, 
or mixing a Kttle flower and water into' the fub- 
ftanceof the incomprehenfible God !" 

3. By not judging even of yowftlves concerning 
the religion of Chrift, Protejiimts ftand charge* 
able with grofs inconfifteficy. 

The -whole Chriftian workl> (excepting an ith» 
confiderable portion of it) was once overfpread 
with Popery. Qur forefaichers, galled by its 
yoke,, at leiigtli difclaimed pontifica tif«r}iation, 
and boldly afferted the right of private judg- 
ment. To attain the invaluable privilege of 
thinking, for themfelves, they were grievous fef-* 
ferers. We,'tlieir defcendants,, acknowledge thi^ 
juftnefs of their jSayfe, glory in the exertions 
which they made ; and^ ^re come into the pof- 
feflion of bleffing^ which they purchafed with 
their blood! For* us, therefore, to lay afide our 
judging faculty, when the do^lrijai^. and duties ' 
of religion are the fubj^fk of attention, is a pal^ 
pable inconfiftency ; and to difcourage by any 
one method, the iBxercife of it in others, . is 
downright Popery. If ia a matter of indiffer- 

* Dr. Watfon, the'prefeut Bifliopof Land^^ 
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fnce under what fpeclous name it choofes to 
conceal itfelf. In Calvinifm, Arminianifmy 
Arianifm, Socinianifm, or indeed in any other 
ifm which the reftlefs ingenuity of man has de- 
vifed — Intolerance is equally contrary to the ge- 
nius of our religion, and equally fub^rfive of the 
peace and happinefs of mankind. Strange as 
the title may found in our ears, fuch kind of 
Chriftians, wherever they are found, may be 
ttrmpdi Po/iijh ProteJlanU \ and. this motley title is 
too applicable to many of the profeflors ofChrif- 
tianity. For their fincerity and good intentions 
we give them ample credit \ but it is certainly no 
breach of charity to fay of them, they under- 
ftand not the nature, nor have they imbibed the 
fpirit of the New Teftament. 
. " If'Proteftants** (fays * the celebrated apolo-» 
gift for the Quakers, fpeaking of uncharitable- 
nefs and intolerance) " do juftly abhor tbefi 
things in Pa/iljis^ is it not fad that they fhould 
do the like themfelves ? A thing, that at their firft 
appearance, when they were in their primitive 
innocency, they did not think on, as appears by 
that faying of Luther — fi either pope nor hijliop^ 
nor any other man^ hath power to oblige a Chriftlan 
to one fyllahUy except it be by his own con/ent,- 
And again, I call boldly to ChriJ^ians, that neither 
man or angel can impofe any law upon them butfih 

* Barclay. 
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far as they willy for we are free of alL And 
-when he appeared at the diet of Spiers ^before 
the emperor, in a particular conference he had 
before the Archbifliop of Triers, and the Eledor 
of Brandenbui;gh, when there feemed no poffibi- 
lity of agreeing him with his oppofers, they afk- 
ing him what remedy feemed to him moji fit f he 
anrfwcrcd, the counfel that Gamaliel /iro/iofed to the 
fewsy that if this dejign was of God it would Jiand \ 
if noty it would vanijli^ which he faid ought to con- 
tent the pofie. For this counfel fuppofeth, that 
thofe that are tolerated may be wrong ; and yet 
how foon did ihofame Luther, ere he was well 
fecure himfelf, prefs the Eledlor of Saxony to 
banifli poor Coroloftadius., becaufe he could not, 
in all things, fubmit.to his judgment ? And cer- 
tainly it is not without ground repprted, that it 
fVnote Luther to the heart (fo that he needed to 
be comforted) when he was informed that Coro- 
loftadius, in his letter to .his congregation, ftykd 
. himfelf a man hanifJied for confidence ^ by the Jiro^ 
curement o/'Martin Luther !" . 

This account ,of the conduft of our great Re- 
former fhould be impreffed upon the minds of 
Proteftants, and might prove an incentive to that 
confijiency ofcharailer which, were it uniformly 
cultivated, would conftitute the glory of the re- 
formed churches. By abandoning this fpirit of 
intolerance, both in principle and in praftice, 
we fliall prove ourfelves the followers of Jcfus 
3 



Chrift, the imimtors <rft!he apoftle», and thiw haC- 
ten the coming of the Meffisrfi's kingdom ! 

Fourthly and lajfHy — By not judging even of 
turfelves^ concerning the religion of Chrift, that 
juft conviffionoimwAi^ excluded^ which enfyres 
firmncfs of b^h'ef and ftea^nefs of praftice. 

The gofpel of Jefus Chrift is accompanied with 
a train of evidences fuited to its nature, and fiif- 
fjciently ample to command the aflent of every 
peafonable being. The contemplatron of its pro- 
phecies, its miracles, its internal charafter, and its 
firft propagation amongft Jews and Gehtife, has a 
neceffary tendency to produce conviftion. Truth 
and duty being intimately connefted, we have rea- 
fon to conclude, that a fettled belief will, under the 
bleffing of God, generate an urirform praSice., 
One man believes in the e^iftence of a Stpreme 
Being, becaufe his parents and ihftruftors have 
aflured him there h a Deity. Another man be- 
lieves there is a God, betaufe he has confidered 
and inveftigated the works of creation- Which 
of thefe men is the moft likely to love and fear 
him?. The queftion requires not an aftfwer. 
. Apply this reafoning to tlie other great articles of 
natural and revealed religi6n, And the fame con- 
clufion may be drawn with equal ju'ftice. He who 
takes up his belief upon proper grounds, is the 
more certain of living beneath it& influence, and 
dying by its fupport. The belief of the gofpel 
refts on the moft rational convidliok. You;^can- 
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»6t complain of a want of evidence, though you • 
may want that patience and docility which are 
requifite to confider this evidence in its due ex- 
tent. The citadel of the Chriftian faith is foufid- , 
cd upon a rock^ and the gates ofhelljliall mi pre* 
vail again ft it *. 

* One of the moft popular of the prefent deiftical wri* 
tcrs, having raifreprefented and ridiculed the feveral books 
of ftripture, exultingly compares himfelf, towards the clofe 
of his performance, tQ a woodman, who paffing through a 
a foreft with an axe on his Ihouldcr, had levelled the tree« 
with the ground. Such is the wit with which he cmbel- 
liflies, ^d fuch the modefty with which he announces his 
own atchievements* Infatuated man ! neither the iharpncft 
of thine* axe, nor the flrcngth of thy blow, dould poflibly 
avail.. In thy rage for deftruftion, thou hadft forgottea 
that thine aim was directed again ft the tree of life, which is 
of GoU's (rum rig^ht hand planting, and whofe fruit is for 'the 
healing of the nations } • 

Naturalifls have obfcrved, th» fuch is tho goodlicfs of 
Providence, that wherever any fpecies of poifon grows, 

.there alfo will an antidote be found to counter a6t its fatal 
tendency. The Age of ^eajbn hae received m^ny excellent 
•anfwers, both from Churchmwi and DilTentcrs. None of 
them, however, poffefTes groatet merit, or defervcs a more 
general perufal, than The Apology for the Bitfle^ by the pre- 
fent Bilhop of Landaff. Youth who are the moft likely to 
be led away by the fophiftry of Drifm, fhould have this pro- 
duction put into their hands. In this Jtuiicious perform- 
arice, they will find the Jcno\y ledge of the divine— -the abi- 
lity of the fcholar, and the ferinus, candid fpirit of the 
Chriftian, happily and feefonably united. As an antidote 
to modern infidelity in general, the reader i« referred to- 
the prefent Bilhop of London's 'Charge to the Clergy, for 

'1794. — Paleyis Evidences of Chriftianity^ (of which a 
good abridgment has been publilhed) and Dr, PrieJiUys 
Obfervations on the Increafe of Ir^deli^^ 
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Let us dien be ftudious of exercifing the right 
of private judgment in the inveftigation of the 
fcriptures ; for in them (faid our Saviour) ye think 
ye have eternal life^ and they are they which tejlify 
of me. With the free and impartial fearch of 
the fcriptures, the interefts of religion are effen- 
tially conneftcd. " The faith and practice of 
Chriftians," fays an ingenious writer *, " have, 
been often perverted, and their confciences have 
been fubjefted to the traditions and command- 
ments of men. They who were mifled, fell into 
this corruption and flavery, by neglefting to fearch 
thefcrilitures. They were delivered out of it by 
that pure and complete information,' which is to 
be derived from the word of God, It. was after 
the church of Rome had taken away the key^ oi 
knowledge, and forbidden the people the ufe of 
this hooky that fhe was able to impofe the full 
weight of that grievous yoke under which the. 
Chriftian world long groaned. And it was when 
our forefathers prefumed to open this book, that 
they began to make themfelvesyr^^. From hence 
they derived' irrefiftible weapons. By the light of 
fcri/tture, they expofed to fcom the fabulous le- 
gends, the abfurdities, the idolatry, and t^e un- 
charitable fpirit of thofe who had kept them ia 
bondage. The various forms of error, with all 
the fan£lion which they derived from authority^ 

^ Principal Hill of St. Andrews. 



( XXXI ) . ' 

ouftom, and fuperftition, were unable to fiand 
before the truth. And the fearch rf the fcri/itures 
hath eftabliftied that rational fyftem of faith, 
that fpiritual worfliip, thofe rights' of private judg- 
ment and mutual toleration, and thofe pure con- 
ceptions of Chriftian duty which are the glory of 
the reformed, churches. If ever a night of fu- 
perftition fliall again overfpread the Chriftian' 
world, it will arife from that negle^ of the fcrip- 
tures which grows with the impiety of modern 
times ; for the ignorant are always an eafy prey 
to impofture, while every well-in/iru^ed Chrif- 
tain.raifeth in his place a mound againft the re- 
turn of fpiritual tyi:anny." 

If then the fcripture be the only rule of faith 
and pra6iice — if our reafon fhould be exercifed 
in the fear, of God, to recognize its evidences and 
afcertain its import — if this invaluaUe privilege 
be common to the profeffors of Chriftianity ; 
why, on account of difference of opinion, fhould 
they indulge themfelves in mutual recrimination 
— afcend the tribunal of the Almighty, and hurf 
at each other the thmider-bolts of divine ven- 
geance ? Ceafe, O Chriftian^ from fuch unchrif* 
tlan pradlices ! Thefe are the deeds which have 
'given infidels their triumphs^— lacerated the feel- 
ings of pious men, and caufed the fyftem of 
Chriftianity to bleed at every pore ! Thou who 
rcQoyaceft infallibility, renounce alfo the impo- 
fition of thy creed upon the confciences of thy 
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brethren* Ufe thy liberty of judging c<mGeming' 
tjie do£)tYines and duties of religion ; but deny not 
the fame liberty to tbofc whoJiavfean equal claim' 
to it tvith thyfelf. A confiftent ProtBftanv\% a cha* 
railer of the firft. order — admired by m6n, ^ip* 
plauded by angels, and accepted of God ! * 

But though we are thus enjoined to exercife 
Qur il^fon in matters of religion^ yet, concern- 
ing the coronrmnicatiom of revelation ttfelf^ we 
fliould be exceedingly careful left we form a raftv 
aiKl precipitate judgment. Upon this hallowed 
ground, infidels have trodden with an incautious 
ftep,.aiid fu£fered their liberty to degenerate inta 
licentioufnefs. Knowing hut in fiart^ and feeing' 
tAraugb cLgltifi,darkl)y we are by no metons com- 
j^ctent judges of whait is the hejl method to be 
ifcfed by the Supreme Being* in onfer to bring 
bis fallen creatures to repentance and falvation. 
Were this remark (however obvious) duly re* 
garded, it would put an end to moft of the cavils 
wiiidi are brought forward in the prefent day, te 
invalidate the credibility of the gofpeh It would 
aot Mm be efleemed fo pertinent an enquiry, to 
alk why the Chriftian revelation was not fooner 
publifhed ; as w ether it be of divihe origin, and 

* Sec the ingenious and veneraWe Mr. Turner's (o£ 
Abingdon) publication, entitled, A Compendium of Soeicd 
Jteligion. The conclufion of that judicious work, contains 
many excellent obfervations ia favour of Candour and 
I/nanimity. 



( xaexin ) 

€a£culalttd to promote genuine holinefr f It wouM 
«ot be accounted fo much our bufineft to puzzle ' 
oorielTes and to perplex others, by enquiring 
why. it is not made univerfal, as to examine 
^diMgently ^hat it requires^ and what encourage- 
ments ar« afforded to ftedfail obedience ? It would 
Botbeii&ed with the fame imfMient expedation 
of being fully fatisfied, why the refurreAipn of 
Chrift was not in this or in that particular manner 
manifeiflifld to fuch and fuch particular perfons, as 
whether he be indad riferiy and did afhmlly ap* 
pear to faithful and competent witneffes ? Per- 
fons acquainted with only the firft elements of re- 
ligion, muft perdeive that in thefe latter enquiries, 
the trmh of revdation is moft jiearly concerned. 
Queftions refpe^iing its origin, nature, and ten- 
dency, have been fatisfaftorily folved ; whilft^ff 
jinfwers to enquiries more cin'ious than important, 
may lie concealed in the profound aby& of that 
providence whofe^Mx art in the deep, water SyZxA 
whofe^wrjFi are /taji finding out f If it be indeed 
an indiffitttable faif^ Aat Jefus was crucified^ and 
itfjfe again according to the finrijtturesy then is it al- 
toge^r unreafonable to fuppofe that his doc- 
trines are not tnie-^-Aat his precepts are of no au- 
Aority^^-^hat his promifea fhall not be fulfilled, 
and that'histhrcatcnings fliall not be executed— 
efpeciaHy. when! k is alfo cbnfidered that thefe 
conftitticnt parts of the gofpel are defigned, and 
adaptcdi tQ wke usij^rtakers ^fth^ divine nature. 
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aiid inheritors of etetndl life. * Even Bolinghroke ^ 
himfelf, one of its keeneft and moft in^dious op^- 
ponents, has confeflcd, that ** No religion ever 
yet appeared in the world, of which the natural 
tendency was fo much dire6led to promote the 
.peace and hafijiinefs of mankind, as the Chrijlian \ 
' and that the gofpel of Cbrift is one continued 
leffon of the ftrifteft morality, of juftiee, benevb*. 
lence, and univerfal charity,^^ 

Let therefore the pure knowledge which we 
profefs to derive from the fcriptures, that repo- 
fitory of divine truth, be accompanied with an 
ardent piety towards God, and with ah extenfive 
charity for our brethren. Thtis fhall we under- 
ftand the nature, difcern the excellence, and feel 
the energy of the gofpel of Jefus Ghrift, To 
live down error and vice, i^ the moft fure mode of 
deftroying them ; and this, happily, every believei: 
has the power of accomplifhing. The noxious 
weeds of atheifm and of infidelity would have never 
rifen to their prefent alarming height, had not the 
foil in which they (hoot up, been manured by the 
vices of profefled Chriftians. By living fohetlj^ 
righteoufly^ and godly -^ vat hold forth^ as from an 
eminence, the word of life^ and others^ fi^i^g our 
good works^ are led t9 glorify our. Father who is in 
heaven. And why fliould we be difcouraged with 
thediflBculties by which pur upderftandbgs are em- 
barrafled in this preliminary ftate of exiftence ? 

♦ See the article Religion^Ettcyckpadia Britannica. ' 
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When tiis mortal puts on immortality ^ and tliis cor^ 
ruptible incorrujition^ then fhall the powers of our 
fouls be invigorated, and the obje£ks of contem- 
plation be encircled with that fuperior -degree of 
light which enfures the firmeft conviftion. Faith 
Ihall have terminated in vifion. Hope fhall have 
been converted into enjoyment. Je s u s, who hath 
brought life and immortality to lights fhall have 
drawn afide the veil which now covers die works 
and the ways' of God, and the full radiance of 
eternal day will beam on our enlightened fouls ! 

Is this the higot*^ rant? — Away, yc vain, 

Your hopes, your fears, in doubt, in dulncfs deep ; 

Go — footh your fouls in ficknefs, grief, or pain, 
With. the fad folace of — eternal Jleep, 

Yet know, yc fceptics, knew — the Almighty mind 
Who breath'd on man a portion o£his fire, 

Bade V\%freefouly by earth, nor time confin'd, 
To heaven — ^to immortality afpire ! 

Nor fliall the pile ofhope^ his mercy rear'd. 

By *vaitt philofophy be e'er deftroy'd ; 
Eternity \ ! by all, or wi(h*d or fear'd. 

Shall be by all— ory^^Vor enjoy' d** 

MASOK. 
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Hmtjt and renfimable Chriftians would be of the/rm^ religion, if they were 
thoroughly undcrflood by one auother — if they did but talk enough together 
•very day, and had nothing to do together but to ferve God, and live in peace 
with their neighbour. 

pope's letters to bishop atterburv. 
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TESTIMONIES 

/iV BEHAIF OF CJNDOUR ^ UNANIMITY. 

BY MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 



EDWARD STILLINGFLEET, D.D. 

BISHOP OF AA ORCESTER*. 

WERE this an age wherein any thing might 
be wondered at, it would be matter of 
deferved admiration, that we are ftill fo far fron> 
being cemented together in th^ unity of the ffiirit 

* The above extra6l I have made the inirodu^ory Xt^u 
monyi becaufe it bell exprefles the defign of the fubfequent 
quotations, which are chronologically arranged. This is 
my reafon for placing StilliDgflcct at the head of them, 
though he did not die till the year 1699. - 

i ■■ 
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ajid the bond of peace. Muft the fire of our un- 
charitable animoilties i>e like that of the temple, 
which was never to be extinguilhed ? However, 
1 am fure it is fuch an oue as was never kindled 
from Heaven, nor blown up with any breathings 
of the holy and divine Spirit. 

May we be happily delivered from the plague 
of our divifions and animofities ! Than which 
there hath been no greater fcandal to the Jewsy 
nor opprobium of our religion among Heathens 
and Mahometans^ nor more common objedlion 
among the Pajilftsy nor any thing which hath 
been more made a pretence even for Atheism 
and Infidelity. For our controverfies about 
religion have brought, at laft, even religion it- 
felf into a controverfy among fuch whofe weaker 
judgments -have not been able to difcern where 
the plain and unqueflionable way tor heaven hath 
lain, in fo great a mift as our difputes have raifed 
among us. Weaker heads, when they once fee 
the battlements ftiake, are apt to fufpedl that the 
foundation itfelf is not firm enough ; and to con- 
clude, if any thing be called in queftion, that there 
is nothing certain. 

Religion hath been fo much rarified into airy 
notions and fpeculations, by the diftempered heat 
of men's fpirits, that its inward ftrength, and the 
vitals of it, have been much abated and confomed 
by it. Men, being very loth to put themfelves to 
the trouble of a holy life, are very ready to eiii- 
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brace ally thing which xmy but dilpenfe with 
that ; and, if but lifting themfelves under fuch a 
party may but fhelter them, under a difguife of 
religion, none are more ready than fuch to be 
known by dijiinguijliing names ; none more . zea- 
lous in the defence of every tittle aad pundlilib 
that lies moft remote from thofc effential duties, 
wherein the kingdom of God confiits^-rigbteQufnefi 
and peace y and joy in the Holy Gfioji. 

It will reqisire both time and ikill to purge out 
thefe noxious humours. 1 know of no prefcrip- 
tion fo likely to effejfl: this happy end, a&aia in- 
fuiion of the true J^irii of religion ; thereby to: take 
men off from their eager purfuit after ways and 
parties, notions and opinions, and to bring them 
back to a right underftanding of the nature^ defign, 
^lvA [irincipes of CHRISTIANITY. 

Christianity is a religion which it is next 
to a miracle men ihould ever quarrel or fail out 
about, much lefs that it fhould be the occafion, or 
at leaft the pretence, of all that ftrife and hixternefs 
of fpirit, of all thofe contentions and animofities 
which are, at this day, in the Chriftian world. 
But our only comfort is, that, whatever our fpirits 
are, our God is the God of peace ^ our Saviour 
is the Prince of peace; and that wifdom which 
this religion teacheth, is both pure and peaceable i, 
Chriftians were once known by the benignity and 
fweetnefs of their difpofition — by the candour 
and ingenuity of their fpirit — ^by their mutual 
B 2 
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love, forbearance, and condcfcenfron towards one 
another. But either this is not the praftice of 
Cbriftianity, or it was never calculated for our 
meridian, wherein men's fpirits are of tbo high 
an elevation. If pride and uncharitablenefs, if 
divifions and ftrifes, if wrath and envy, ifanimo-i 
fities and contentions were but the marks oftnie 
Chriftians, Diogenes never need light his lamp at 
noon to find out fuch among us. But if a fpirit 
of meeknefs, gentlenefs, and condefcenfion, if a 
ftooping to the weaknefs and infirmities of others, 
if a purfuit after peace, even when it flies fiom 
us, be the indifpenfible duties and characfteriftical 
notes of thofe who have more than the name of 
Chriftians, it may poiEbly prove a difficult inqueft 
to find out fuch for the crowds of thofe who fhelter 
themfelves under that glorious name. 

The very commands of our Saviour fhewed 
his meeknefs ; his laws vftrtjiveet and gentle laws, 
not like Draco's, that were writ in bloody unlefs it 
were his own blood that gave them. 

Preface to his Irenicum, 
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WILLIAM CHILLING WORTH, A.M. 

CHANCELLOROFSALlSBURYjANDPREBBND OF BRIX- 
WORTH, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. — DIED 1644S 

^"^HIS IS moft certain, that, to reduce Chrlilians 
to unity of communion, there are but two 
ways that may be conceived probable ; the one by 
taking away diverfity of opinions, touching mat- 
ters of religion ; the other by /hewing, that the 
diverfity of opinions, which is aoiOQg the feveral 
fcfls of Chriflians, ought to be no hindrance to 

* Though Ghillingworth ^vas not one of the re- 
formen, yet he was the firll writer who ably and completely 
▼indicated the reformation againft the Papifts in his im- 
mortal work — The Religion of the Protejiants a fafe Way 
to Salvation, The famous pafTage, which has ' been fo 
often quoted with appla'ufe — The Bible is the Religion of 
ProtefiantSt &f. would have been ^here introduced, bad it 
not been already infcrted under the. article Protejlantifm^ in 
** The Sketch of the Denominations of the Chriftian World.** 
Proteftant, as well as PopiHi Divines, charged this great and 
good man with pulling down old tmildings in a better man- 
ner than he could raife new ones, only becaufe he pulkd 
down and confuted the infyllibihty of the church of Rome. 
To this curious objection Ghillingworth made this me- 
morable reply: " You impute to me,'* (fays he) •* that 
" the way 1 take is dcftru^tive only, and that I build no- 
" thing. Which firft is not a fault, for the Chrijiian Re- 
•* ligion is not noiv to be built ; but only I dcfire to have 
*♦ the rubbifh and impertinent lumber taken off, which you 
" have laid upon it, and which hides the glorious JimpUcity 
" of it from thofe. who other wife would embrace it." 

B3 
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their unity in communion. Now the former of 
thefe is not to be hoped for without a miracle. 
What then remains, but that the other way muft 
be taken, and Chriflians muft be taught to fet a 
higher value upon thofe high points of faith and 
obedience, wherein they agree, than upon thofe of 
lefs moment, wherein they differ ; and underftand, 
that agreement in thofe ought to be more effeftual 
to join them in one communion^ than their 'dif- 
ference in other things of lefs moment to divide 
them. 

Let all men believe the Scriptures, and them 
only, and endeavour to believe them in the true 
fenfe, and require no more of otAersj and they 
iliaU find this not only a better, but the only means 
to reftore lanity. And, if no more than this were 
required of any man to make him capable of 
cA$ircA communion^ then all men, fo qualified, though 
they were dif{erent in opinion, yet, notwithftandi ng 
any fuch difference, muft be, of neceffity, one in 
communion. 

The prefumptuous impofmg of the fenfes of 
men upon the general words of God, and laying 
them upon men's confciences together ; this vain 
conceit, that we can fpeak of the things of God 
better than in the words of God; this deifying 
our own interpretations, and enforcing them upon 
others ; this retraining of the word of God from 
that latitude and generality ^ and the underftandihgs 
of men from that liberty wherein Chrift and his 
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apoflles left them, is, and hath been, the only 
fountain of all the fchifms of the church, and thift 
which niakes them immortal. Take away thefc 
walls of feparation, and all will quickly be one. 
Require of Chrifiians only to believe in Chrift, 
and to call no man maftcr but him only; let 
tfaofe leave claiming infallibility that have no title 
to it ; and let them, that in their wordi difclaim it,, 
(as. Proteftants do) diiclatm it like wife in their 
anions. In a word, reftore Chriftians to their 
juft and full libtrty of captivating their under- 
ftanding to Scripture only; and then, as rivers 
when they have a free paflage run all to the ocean, 
fo it may. well be hoped, by God's bleffing, that 
muverial. Ubeity^ thus moderaud^. may quickly. 
rediicfi Ghriflendom toi tuuth <(nd unity. 

Life^ and'the Religion of Proteftants* 



JOSEPH HALL, D. D. 

SUCCESSIVELY BISHOP OF EXETER AND OF NOR* 

wich; — DIED 1656*. 

T Cannot but fecond and commend that great 
^ Clerk, of Paris /who, when King Lewis of 
Fiance, required- him to write down the beft word 
that ever he had learnt, called for a fair fkin of 

* Biihop Hall i$ univerfally allowed to have been a man 
of great wit and learning, and of as great mecknefs and 
piety. His Treatife on Moderatiotty whence the above 

B4 ; 
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parchment, and, in the midft of it, wrote this one 
word,, Meafuriy and fent it, fcaled up, ' to the 
King. The King, opening tne flieet, and finding 
no other infcription, thought himfelf mocked by 
his Philofopher, and, calling for him, expoftulated 
the matter. But when it was fhewed him, that 
all virtues, and all religious worthy aftions, were 
regulated by this one word; and that, without 
this, virtue itfelf turned vicious, he refted well 
fatisfied. And fo he well might, for it was a 
word well worthy of one of the feven fages of 
Greece, from whom indeed it was borrowed, and 
put into a new coat. For while he faidybf old, 
for his motto, nothing too much^ he meant no 
other but to comprehend both extremes under the 
mention of one ; neither, in his fenfe, is it any 
paradox to fay, that too little is too much ; for, 
as too much bounty is prodigality, fo too much 
fparing is niggardlinefs ; fo as, in every defedl, 
there is an excefs, and both are a tranfgreffion of 
meafure. — Neither could aught be fpoken of 
more ufe or excellency ; fof what goodnefs caa 
there be in the world, without moderation, 
whether in the ufe of Gocr^creatures, or in our 
own difpofition and carriage ? There is, therefore, 
nothing in the world more wholefome, or more 

cxtraft IS taken, is exceedingly fcarce. Indeed I have 
never met with more than one copy, which I found in the 
library of my wonhy and much-efteemed friend, the 
Rev. Hugh Worthington. 
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neceffary, for us to learn, than this gracious leffon 
of Moderation ; without which, in very truth, a 
man is fo far from being a Chriftian, that he is 
not himfelf. This is the center wherein all, both 
divine and moral philofophy, meet ; the rule of 
life ; the govemefs of manners ; the filken ftring 
that runs through the pearl chain of all virtues; 
the very ecliptic . line under which reafon and 
religion move, without any deviation ; and there- 
fore mod worthy our beft thoughts — of our moft 
careful obfervance. For, furely^ if the want 
of moderation, in pra\Elice, do moft diftradl every 
mail in his own particular, the want of modera- 
tion, in judgment^ diftradts the whole world from 
itfelf; whence it is that we find fo miferable 
divifions all the earth over, but efpecially fo woe-, 
ful fchifms and breaches in the Chriftia^ world ; 
\vherein we fee one natioij thus divided from 
another, and each one nation no lefs divided from 
itfelf. For it cannot be, fmce every man hath a 
mind of his own, not lefs different from others 
than his face, that all fhould jump in the fame 
opinion; neither can it ftand with that natural 
felf-love, wherewith every one is pofTefTed, eafily 
to forfake the child of his own brain, and to 
prefer another man's conceit to his own. Here- 
upon, therefore,, it comes to pafs, that while each 
man is engaged tp that opinion, which either his 
own eleftion, or his education, hath given him, 
new quarrels arife, and conti:overfies are infinitely 
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rtiultiplied, fo the great prejudice of God's trtrth^ 
and to the kmentable violation of the common 
peace. Would to God we could as well redrefs 
as bewail this mifery, wherewith Chriftendom is 
univerfally infeded I 

When we hear and fee fearful thundering, and 
lightning, and tempeft, wc/ are commo]i;rly wont 
to fay, that /*// fpirits are abroad j nor doubt I 
but that many times (as well as in Job's cafe) 
God permits them to raife thefe dreadful bliifter- 
ings in the air ; right fo, when we fee thefe fla/hes, 
and hear thefe hideous noifes of contention, in 
God's church, we have reafon to think that there 
is an hand of Satan in their raifing and con- 
tintiance. For, as for God, we know his courfe^ 
are otherwife. When it pleafed him to make 
his prefence known to Elijah ; firft there pafled 
a great and ftrong wind, which rent the moun- 
tains, and brake the rocks in pieces, but the Lord 
was not in the wind. After that wind came an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth - 
quake^ After the earthquake ^ fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire. But after the fire came a 
ftill fmall voice, and therein was the Almighty 
pleafed to exprefs himfelf. He that is the Sion 
of the tribe of Judah delights in the ftile of die 
Lamb of God, and is fo termed by John the 
Baptift, his forerunner, in the days of his flefli, 
and by John the Evangelift, his apoftle, in the 
ftate of his glory. Neither was the Holy Spirit 
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pleafed to appear in the form of a falcon, or 
eagle, or any other bird of prey, but of a dove^ 
the meeknefs and innocence wherfcof our Saviour 
recommended for a pattern to all his followers. 
Above all things put on charity^ whkh is the bond 
sf Jterfe^efsy and let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts. 

It was a worthy and juft intimation that Saint 
Gregory Nazianzen gives, to this purpofe, unto 
the Synod of Conftantmopler What can be 
more abfurd, faith he, than, while we decline the 
enemy's fight, to betake ourfelvcs to mutual af- 
fanlts of each other ; and, by this means, to wafte 
and weaken our own fprces ? Or what can be a 
greater pleafure to adverfaries than to fee us thus 
bickering with ourfelves ? But, if neither the 
rcfpedl: to the glory of the God of peace, nor to 
the peace and welfare of the dear church and 
fpoufe of Chrift, nor of themfelves, can prevail 
any thing, what remains hut to moiarn, in fiknce, . 
for the irrepaxable breaches of the facred walls 
of Jerufalem; and, together with our zealous 
prayers for the oppofed peace of Zion, to appeal 
to the juftice of that holy and righteous Lord God 
of'Ifrael, with 

Increpa Domhe beftias caldmiy 

Rebukey Lord, the beajls of tlie reedy and 
fcatter the people that delight m war. Amen. 

Treatife on Chriftian Afoderaiion^ 

B 6 
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THE EVER-MEMORABt£ 

JOHN HALES, OF EATON, 

CANON OF WINDSOR. — PIED 1656*. 

TT hath been the common difeafc of Chriftians, 
-^ from the beginning, not to content themfelves 
with that meafure of faith which God, and the 
Scriptures, have expr«fsly afforded us ; but, out of 
a vain defire to know more than is revealed, they 
have attempted to difcufs things, of which we can 
have no light, neither from reafon nor revelation : 
neither have they refted here ; but, upon pretence 
of church authority, which is none, or tradition, 
which, for the mod part, is but figment, they 
have peremptorily concluded, and confidently im- 
pofed upon others, a nccefSty of entertaining con- 
clufions of that nature ; and, to ftrengthen them- 
felves, have broken out into divifions and fa£tions, 
oppofing man to man, fynod to fynod, till the 
peace of the church vanifhed, without all poffi- 
bility of recal. I do not yet fee, that men of 

* This eminent Divine, living in the troublefome times 
of Charles the Firft and Oliver Cromwell, fuffered more 
than many martyrs have fuffered. All writers and parties 
have agreed in giving him the charadter of one of the 
greateft, as well as beft of men, that any age has produced. 
A few months before bis death, he took an intimate friend 
into the Church Yardf near his houfe, and defired to be 
buried in a certain place, pointing to the fpiot, uttering, at 
the fame time, thefe memorable words : — " I hope my death 
is not far off} for I am tired of this uncharitable world 1" 
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different opinions in Chrifti^n religion may not 
hold communion, and both go to one church. 
Why may I not go, if. occafion require, to an 
Arian church, fo there be no Arianifirf expreffed 
in their liturgy? And were liturgies, and public 
forms of, fervice, fo framed as that they admitted 
not of particular and private fancies, but contained 
only fuch things as in which all Chriflians da 
agree, fchifms on opinion were utterly vanished. 
For, confider, of all the ^liturgies that are, or ever 
have been, and remove from them whatfoever 1« 
fcandalous to any party, and leave nothing but 
what all agree on, and die event fliall be, that the. 
public fervice and honotir of God fhall no ways. 
fufFer ; whereas, to load our public forms with the 
private fancies upon which we differ, is the moft 
fovereign way to perpetuate fchifm unto the 
world's end. Prayer, confeflion, thankfgiving, 
reading of fcriptures, expofition of fcripture, ad- 
miniflration of facraments, in the plainefl and 
fimplefl manner, were matter enough to fumiih 
out a fufficient liturgy, though nothing, either of 
private opinion, or of church pomp, of garments, 
of prefcribed gefhires, of imagery, of mufic, of 
matter concerning the dead, of many fuperfluities 
which creep into the churches under the name of 
order and decency, did interpofe itfelf. For to 
charge churches and liturgies with things un* 
neceflary, was the firfl beginning of all fuper- 
flition; and when fcruplcs of confcience began 
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to be made, or pretended, then fchiAns began to 
break in. If the fpiritual guides and fathers ot 
the church would be a little fparing of incum- 
bering churches with fuperftuities, and not over 
rigid, either in reviving obfolete cuftoms, or im- 
pofmg new, there were far 4efs danger of fchifm 
or fuperftition ; and all the inconvenience likely 
to enfue would be but this, &dy fhould, in fo 
doing, yield a little to the imbecillities of inferiors ; 
a thing which St. Paul would never have refufed 
tt) do. 

Look down, O Lord, upon thy poor difmem- 
bered church, rent and torn with difcords, and 
even ready to fink. Why fhould the neutral, or 
Atheift, any longer confirm himfelf in his irre- 
ligion, by reafons drawn from our difTenfions ? 
Or why (hould any greedy -minded worldling 
prophecy unto himfelf the ruins of thy fanftuary, 
or hope one day to dip his foot in the blood of 
tby church? We will hope, O Lord, in thee 
(for what hinders ?) that, notwitbftanding all fup- 
pofed impoffibilities, thou wilt one day m mercy 
look down upon thy Sion, and grant a gracious 
interview of friends, fo long divided. Thou that 
wroughteft that great reconciliation between God' 
and man, is thine arm waxen ftiorter ? Was rt 
poffible to reconcile Grod to man ? To reconcile 
man to man is it impoflible ? Be with thofe, we 
befeech thee, to whom the profecution of church 
controverfies is committed; and, like a g6od 



Lazarus, drop one cooling drop into their tongues 
and pens, too, too much exafperated againft each 
other. And, if it be thy determinate will and 
counfel that this abomination of defolation, Hand- 
ing where it ought not, continue unto the end, 
accomplifh thou, with fpeed, the number of thine 
cleft, and haften die coming of thy fon, our Sa- 
viour, that he may himfelf, in perfon, fit and 
judge, and give an end to our controverfies, fince 
it ftands not with any human poffibility. Diredl 
thy church, O Lord, in all her petitions for 
peace ; teach her wherein her peace confifts, and 
warn her from the world, and bring her home to 
thee ; that all thofe that love thy peace may, at 
laft, have the reward of the fons of peace, and 
reign^ with thee, in thy kingdom of peace, for 
ever. 

Hale's Works. 

HENRY HAMMOND, D, D. 

ARCHDEACON OF CHICHESTER, AND CANON OF 
CHRIST-CHURCH, OXFORD.— DIED 1660*. 

T ORD ! let no unreafonable ftiffiiefs of thofe 
^^ who arc in the right, no perverfe obftinacy 
of thofe' that are in the wrong, hinder the clofing 
of our wounds ; but let the one inflrudl in meek- 

* This great man is principally known by his PraSlical 
Catechi/m, and his Annotations on the New Tejiament, He 
died at the very time when Charles the Second was about to 
raife him to the Biihoprick of Worccftcr, 



[ i6 ] ^ 

«(/}, and be thou pleafed to give to the othet 
repentance, to the acknowledgment of the truth. 
To this end do thou, O Lord, mollify all ex- 
afperated minds ; take off all animofities and pre* 
judices, contempt and heart-burnings; and, by- 
uniting their hearts, prepare for the reconciling 
their opinions. And thai nothing may intercept 
the clear fight of thy truth. Lord let all private 
and fecular defigns be totally laid afide, that gain 
may no longer be the meafure of our godlinefs, 
but that the one great and common concernment 
of truth and fieace may be unanimoufly and vigo- 
roufly purfued. And do thou fo. guide and profper 
all pacific endeavours, that thofe happy primitive 
days may, at length, revert, wherein vice was 
tlie only herefy. 

Hammond'* s Works, 



JEREMY TAYLOR, D. D. 

BISHOP OF DOWN AND CONNOR. — DIED 1667 '*^. 

T^E W men confider, that fo long as men have 
^ fuch variety of principles, fuch feveral con- 
(litutions, educations, tempers, and diftempers, 
hopes, interefls, and weaknelTes, degrees of light, 

, ^ The following high encomium was paid to the chara£ler 
of Bifhop Taylor, by Dr. Ruft, who preached his funeral 
fermon : '* He had the good-humour of a gentleman, the 
*' eloquence of an orator, the fancy of a poet, the acutenefs 
" of a fchoolman, the profoundnefs of a philofopher, the 
*< wifdom of a chancellor, the fagacity of a prophet, the 
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and degrees of underflanding, it !s impoffible all 
fBould be of one mind. And what is impoffible 
to be done is not hecefiary to be done. And, 
therefore, although variety of opinions was im- 
poffible to be cured, and they who attempted it 
did like him who claps his fhoulder to the ground 
to flop an earthquake; yet the inconveniences 
arifing from it might poffibly- be cured; not by 
uniting their beliefs, that was to be defpaired of; 
but by curing that which caufed thefe mifchiefs 
and accidental inconveniences of their difagireeings* 
Since, then, if men are quiet and charitable, in 
fomedifagreeings, then and there the inconvenience 
ceafes ; if they were fo in * all others, where law- 
fully they might (and they ihay in moft) Chrift- 
endom would be no longer rent in pieces, but 
would be re-in(lated in a new Pent^coft. And, 
although the Spirit of God did reft upon us, in 
divided tongues, yet fo long as thofe tongues were 
of fire not to kindle ftrife, but to warm our afiec- 
tions, and inflame our charities, wefhould find 
that this variety of opinions, in feveral ^erfons, 

<^ reafon of an angel, and the piety of H faint. He bad de- 

•* votion cnoagh for a cloiftcr, learning enough for an 
** univcrfity, and wit enough for a college of virtuofi ; and 
** had his pans and endowments been parcelled out among 
** his clergy that he left behind hijn, it would, perhaps^ 
" have made one of the bcft dioccfes in the world.'* This 
panegyric on Bifhop Taylor may be fomcwhat exaggerated;. 
but I believe, among the Divines pf the laft age, he had few 
e(]U9ki and no fuperiors. 
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would be looked upon as an argument only of 
diverfity of operations, while the fpirit is the fame ; 
and that another man believes not fo well as I, is 
only an argument, that I have a better and clearer 
illumination than -he; that I have a better gift 
than he, received a fpecial grace and favour, and 
excel him in this; and am, perhaps, excelled by 
him in many morp./ ,And^ if we all impartially 
endeavour to find a truth, fince this endeavour, 
and fearch only is in our power, that we fhall 
find it to be a gift, and an afliftance extrinfical,, 
I can fee no reafgn why this fiiaus epdeayour to: 
foiA out truth ihall not be of more force to unite, 
us mthe hn^s of charity „ihdSi dbe mifeiy in miffing. 
it (hall be tordifuhite us> So that, fincf an union. 
of perfuafion is impoffiUe to be attained, if wcb 
w^ould attempt the cure, by fuch remedies as arc- 
apt to enkindle and increafe charity, I am con- 
ftdent we might fee a bkiled peace wouU be the 
reward and crown of fuch endeavours. 

But men are now a-days,.and indeed always^ 
have been, fmce the expiration of the firft.blefled 
ages of Chriftianity, fo in love with their own 
fancies and opinions, as to think faith, and all 
Chriftendom, is concerned in their fupport and 
maintenance^ and whoever is not fo fond, and 
does not dandle them, like themfelves, .it grows 
up to a quarrel ; which, becaufe it is in Divinity, 
is made a quarrel in religion, and God is entitled 
to it ; and then, if you are once thought an enemy 
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to Godj It is our duty to pcrfecute you even to 
death ; we do God good fervice in it. When, if 
we.fhould examine the matter rightly, the queftion 
either is not revealed, or not fo deafly, but that 
wife and honeft men may be of different i^inds, 
or elfe it is not of the foundation of faith, but a 
remote fuperftrudlure, or elfe of mere fpeculation ;' 
or, perhaps, when all comes to all, it is a falfe 
opinion; or a matter of human intereft, that we' 
have fo zcalouily contended for; for to one of 
thefe heads moft of the difpute& of Chriftendom 
may be reduced ; fo that I believe the prefent 
fractions (for the moft) arc from tha fame caufc 
which St. Paul obferved in the eoriathian fchifm," 
z^kefi there are divifiom am§7ig yoUy are yg not 
carnal P It is not the differing cfnmons> that is thef 
caufe of the pivfent. ruptures, but want of didriry ; 
it is not the variety of underftandingSy bwt thef 
difunion of wilk and a£fe£)nons ; it i^ not the' 
feveral principles, but the feveral ends that cauf^ 
our miferies ; our c^inions commence, and arfc 
upheld, according as our turns are ferved, and 
our interefls are pneferved ; and there is no curfcf 
for us but fiiety and charity, A holy life will 
make our belief holy, if we confult not humanity, 
and its imperfefiious, in the choice of our religion ; 
but fearch for truth without defigns, fave only of 
acquiring heaven, and then be as careful to pre- 
ferve charity as we were to get a point of faith ; 
I am much perfuaded we (hall find out more 
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truths, by this means ; or, however (which is die 
main of all) we Ihall be fecured, though we mifs 
them, and then we are well enough. 

I end with a ftory, which I find in the Jews 
books; " When Abraham fat at his tent door, 
** according to his cuftom, waiting to entertain 
** flrangers, he efpied an old man, (looping and 
" leaning on Jbiis ftafF, weary with age and travail, 
** cmning towards him, who was an hundred 
" years of age. He received him kindly, waftied 
•^ his feet, provided fuppsr, caufed him to fit 
" down ; but obfcrving that the old man cat, and 
" prayed not,. nor begged for a bleffing on his 
" meat, he afked him why he did. not worfhip 
•* the God of heaven. The old man told him, 
*« that he worfhipped the fire only, and acknow- 
« ledged no other God. At which anfwer 
" Abraham 'grew fo zealoufly angry, that he 
** thruft the old man out of his tent, and expofed 
** him to all the evils of the night, and an un- 
« guiarded condition. When the old man was 
'< gone, God called to Abraham, and aiked him 
" where the ftranger was? He replied, I thruft 
" him away, bccaufe he did not worfliip diee. 
" God anfwered him, I have fufFered him thefe 
" hundred years, although he diftionoured me ; 
« and couldft not thou endure him one night, 
" when he gave thee no trouble? Upon this,. 
«« faith the ftory, Abraham fetched him hack 
<< again, and gave him hofpitable entertainment. 
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*** and wife inftru<9:ion." Go thou, and do like- 
wife, and. thy charity fhall be rewarded by the 
God of Abraham. 

Liberty of Profilnfying, 



JOHN WILKINS, D. D, 

BISHOP OF CHESTER. — DIED 1672. 

'TTHERE are feveral truths which are not of 
fo great confequence 2,^ peace ^ and unity ^ and 
charity. And therefore, in fuch things, there 
ought to be a mutual forbearance towards one 
another ; and men fhould endeavour, by all means 
of amity and kindnefs, to joia together for the 
promoting of thofe more fubftantial truths and 
duties wherein they agree, according to that rule 
of the apoftle : And if in finy thing ye be otherwife 
minded J God Jliall reveal even this unto you : never- 
thelefs whereto we have already attained^ let us walk 
by tJie fame rule ; let us mind the fame thing. To 
fhut up all in a word; it would exceedingly 
conduce to our common peace and fettlement, 
in times of differences and, conjtroverfy, if thofe 
rules of Chriftianity, fo often inci^lcated in fcrip- 
ture, were more regarded and obferved amongft 
the profeffors of it ; that men would be wife unto 
fobriety^ and not above what is written. Not 
thinking more highly of themfelves, and their 
abilities, than they ought, but be ready to con^ 
defend to men of lower JiartSj and to demean 
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ourfclvcs toward^ every one, according to the 
different meajure of gifts which God hath been 
pleafed to difpenfe to them, ffimking the truth in 
love. Endeavouring to heal differences in the 
moft placid, gentle manner, without envyings^ 
JirifeSy backbitingSy whiffierings. Doing nothing 
through Jlrife or "vain glory ^ but in hwlinefs of 
mindy every one ejleeming others better than him- 
felf. They that exceed others in knowledge 
ihould exceed them likewife in the ftudy of peace. 
The beft of us do know but in Jiart^ darkly ; that 
time is to come when all thefe differences fhail 
be cleared up, and we fhall have a full vifion 
of the true flate of things. In die mean fpace 
it concerns us to forbear one another^ in thofe 
lefler things about which we differ ; and to be 
very zealous about thofe great matters in which 
w^e agree ; namely, righteoufnefs and Jiea^e^ and 
joy in the Holy Ghoji, 

Sermons* 



ISAAC BARROW, D. D. 

MASTER OF TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 
DIED 1677. 

nrHOU flialt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart ; this is the firfi and great commandment^ 

i — The fecond is. like unto it ; thou fliah love thy 

neighbour 41s thy/elf. This is, indeed, the bighefl 
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commendation whereof any law is capable ; for 
as to be like God is the higheft praife that can 
be given to a perfon> fo to referable the divineft 

.law of love to God, is the fairefl; cliara£ter that 
can be affigned of a law ; the which, indeed, re- 
prefenteth it to be as St. James calls it, a royal and 

. Sovereign law, exalted above all others, and bear- 
ing a fway on them. St. Paul telleth us, that 
the end of the cammandment (or the main fcope 
of the evangelical dodlrine) is charity out q{2l pure 
heart and a good cmfcience^ and faith unfeigned \ 
that charity is the fum and fubftance of all other 
duties, and that he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the whole law ; that charity is the chief of the 
theological virtues, and the prime fruit of the dir 
vine ffiirity and the bond of /urfedion, which com- 
bineth and confumeth all other graces, and the ge- 
neral principle of all our doings. St. Peter cn- 
joineth us, that to all other virtues we add charity 
as the top and cream of them ; and above all things 
.(fays he) have fervent charity among yourfelves, 
St. John calleth this law, by way of excellence, 
the commandment of God y and our Lord himfelf, 
claimeth it as his peculiar precept. This (faith 
he) is my commandment^ that ye love one another as I 
have loved you, jl new commandment give I unto 
yoUf that ye love one another ; and niaketh the obfer- 
vance of it the fpecial cognizance of his followers ; 
By thisJJiall all men know that ye are my difciples^ 
if ye love one another. Thefe, indeed, are lofty 

4 



[ H ] 
Commendations thereof, yet all of them may wor- 
thily yield to this; all of them feem yerified in 
virtue of this, becaufe God hath vouchfafed to 
^place this command in fo near adjacency to the 
firft great law, conjoining the two tables, making 
charity contiguous, and, as it were, commenfurate 
Xo piety. 

It is true, that in man^ rtfpetJis charity doth 
refemble piety, for it is the moft genuine daugh- ' 
ter of piety ; thence in complexion, in features, 
in humour, much favouring its fwect mother. It 
doth confift in like difpofitions and motions of 
foul. It doth grow from the fame roots and 
principles of benignity, ingenuity, equity, gra- 
titude, planted in our original conftitution by the 
breath of God, and improved in our hearts by the 
divine Jpirit of love. It produceth the like fruits 
of benificence towards others, and of comfort in 
ourfelves. It, in like manner, doth affimilate us 
to God, rendering us conformable to his nature, 
followers of his pradlice, and partakers of his fe- 
licity. It is of like ufe and confequence towards, 
the regulation of our pradlice, and due manage- 
ment of our whole life. In fuch refpefts, I fay, 
this law is like to the other, but it is, however, 
chiefly fo, for that God hath pleafed to lay fo 
great ftrefs thereon, as to make it the other half 
of our religion and duty ; or becaufe, as St. John 
faith, this commandment have we from him^ that 
he wholoveth Godloveth his brother alfo ; which is 
3 
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to his praife, a moft pregnant demonftration of his 
immenfe goodnefs to us. 

The beft, moft excellent, and moft happy of 
beings, delights to be ftyled, and accordingly to 
^xprefs himfelf, the God of love^ mercy ^ and peace ; 
and his blejfed Son to be called th Prince of Peace ; 
and who is alfo faid, from on high to have vijited 
usy to give light to them that Jit in darknefs and in the 
Jkadow of deathy and to guide our feet in. the ways of 
peace. 

Sermons. 



ROBERT LEIGHTON, D. D. 

ARCHBISHO;> OF GLASGOW. — DIED 1684. 

^RACE unto yoUy and /leace he multiplied. 
We may and ought to wifti to the church 
of God outward bleffings, and particularly out- 
ward peace, as one of the greateft, fo one of the 
moft valuable favours of God. Thus prayed the 
Pfalmift — [leace be within thy walls, and profpe- 
rity within thy palaces ! But that wifdom that 
doth what he will, by what means he will, and 
works one contrariety out of another, brings 
light out of darknefs, good out of evil, can and 
doth turn tears and troubles to the advantage of 
his church ; but certainly in itfelf, peace is more 
fuitable to its increafe, and, if not abufed, proves 
fo too. As in the apoftolic time it is faid, the 

c 
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church had peacCy and encreafed exceedingly ; wc 
ought alfo to wifh for ecclefiaftical peace to the 
church, that fhe may be free from difienfions and 
divifions. 

Thefe readily arife, more or lefe (as we fee in 
all times) and haunt religion, and the reformation 
of it, as an evil genius. St. Paul had this to fay 
to his Corindiians, though he had given them 
this teftimony, that they were enriched in all ut- 
terance and knowledge, and were wanting in no 
gift ; yet prefently after, / hear that there are dU 
vijiom and contentions among fi you. The enemy had 
done this^ as our Saviour fpeaks ; . and this enemy 
is no fool, for by divine permiffion he works to 
his own end very wifely: for there is not one 
thing that doth on all hands choak the feed of re- 
ligion fo much, as thorny debates and differences 
about itfelf. So in fucceeding ages, and at the 
breaking forth of the light in Germany, in Lu- 
ther's time, multitudes of fe<Ss arofe. 

Profane men do not only ftumble, but fall and 
br6ak their necks upon thefe divifions; we fee 
(think they, and fome of them poflibly fay it out) 
that they who mind religion moft cannot agree 
upon it ; our eafieft way is not to embroil our« 
felves, nor at all to be troubled with the bufinefs. 
Many are of Galliots temper, they will care for 
none of thefe things. Thus thefe offences prove a 
mifchief to the profane world, as our Saviour 
fays, Woe to the world becaufe of offences. 

4 
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The wifeft and godlieft'find (and fuch are fen. 
fible of it) that difputes in religion are no friends 
to that iwhich is far fwe^er in it, but hinder 
and abate thefe pious and devout thoughts that 
are both tlie more tifeftil and truly delightful. 
As peace is a choice blefling, fo this is the choiceft 
peace, and is the peculiar infeparable efFedl of 
this grace, with which it is jointly wifhed, grace^ 
zxApeace^. — The flower of peace growing upon 
the root of grace. 

But, brethren, receiving of the fame fpirit 
from their head, Chrift, are moft Jftrongly beht to 
the good one of another. If there be but a thorn 
in the foot, the back boweth, the head ftoopcth 
down, the eyes look, the hands reach to it, and 
endeavour its help and eafe. In a word, all the 
, members partake of the good and evil, one of 
another. Now, by how much this body is 
more fpiritual and lively, fo much the flronger 
muft be the union and love of the parts of it to 
each other. • You are brethren by the fame new 
birth, and born to the fame inheritaqce ; and^uch 
an one (hall not be an apple of ftrife amongfl: you to 
beget debates and contentions. No, it is enough 
for all, and none Q^TiSi prejudge another^; but you ihall 
have joy in the happinefs one of another, feeing 
you fball then be p^erfe£t in love, all harmony, 
no difference in judgment or affe£lion, all your 
harps tuned to the fame new fopg which you- 

C 2 
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ill all fing for ever. Let that love begin here 
wliich fliall never end. 

Commentary on Peter, 



EZEKIEL HOPKINS, D. D. 

BISHOP OF LONDONDERRY. — DIED 1690. 

TF thou wouldft keep thyfelf from being a flan- 
derer of others, addift not thyfelf violently to 
any one party or perfuafion of men. For part- 
taking will beget prejudice, and prejudice is the 
jaundice of the foul, which reprefcnts other men, 
and their anions, in the colour which our own drf- 
eafe puts upon them. And, indeed, we have all, 
generally, fuch a good conceit of ourfelves, that it 
IS a very hard and diflScult matter to have a good 
efteem for others, who are not of our judgment 
and of our way. • And this makes us firft veiy 
willing t6 hear fomfe evil of them : for, becaufe 
we think that what we do is good, we cannot, 
cordially, think them good who do not judge 
and a£l as we ourfelves do ; and fo our minds 
are prepared to entertain reports againft them 
from others, and then to fpread them abroad our- 
felves. And I cannot but. impute to this the 
great uricharitablenefs of our days, wherein love, 
and brotherly kindnefs, lie murdered under the 
violence of difierent perfuafions and different 
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modes, and divers ways of worfhipping one and 
the fame God, and our Lord Jefu^ ChrifV. 
Hence all thofe lying rumours and lying won- 
ders, that one party invents to beat down the 
other. One party reports the other to be all 
profjioe and fuperAitious; and the other reports 
its oppofite to be all hypocritical and feditious, 
and both fuffer from each, other's envenomed 
tongues ; and, between both, ituth fufFers, and 
charify, periiheth, and is utterly loft. For (hame, 

Chriftians ! is this the way to promote God's 
capfe, or Chrift's kingdom ?. Doth he or it Hand 
in need of your lies ? Will you fpeak wickedly 
for Qpdj^^nd talk .deceitfully for him ? Shall his 
honour be mairtta.iped by the devil's inventions ? 

1 Ittjall ti^i fpeak partially, but wherefoever the 
fault lies, rthere kt this cenfurc fall, — that it is, 
certainly, a very ftrong prefumption of a very weSik 
and bad caufe, when die refuge and fupgort of it 
are Hqs. 

Now, nbtwithftanding that this fin of flandet 
and detraftioh is fo great and henious, yet may 
it not be juftly feared, that many place their 
whole religion in it, and think themfclyes fo 
much the better, by how much the worfe they 
think and report of other men ? Do they not 
think it a piece of zeal, and warmth for the 
worfhip and fervice of Qod, to cry down all as 
fuperftitious that do not worfhip' hita in their 
way ? Do they not make it, if not a part, yet a 
c 3 
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fign of hofincfs, to be ftill finding faultt, and 
crying out againft others, to be cenforious and 
clamorous ? Such a fort of men are all lewd and 
profane ; and fuch a fort are all rebellious and 
hypocrites : and then, to juftify their cenfures, 
inftance, poffibly, in two or three, of whom, 
perhaps, they know no more than the bare 
names. And what tends all this to but mutual 
exafperation ? Thofe who do not believe diem, 
are exafperated againft the reporters ; and thofe 
ivho do believe them, are exafjperated againft tlie 
flandered : and as it tends tp exafperation, fo, 
likewife, it encourageth and Imrdenedi many in 
their fins ; for when they hear fo much evif 
blazed abroad in the world, and few or none 
efc^pe without having fome foul blot nib- 
bed upon him, and infemous crime reported of 
him, whether truly or falfely, they think that fin 
and wickednels is no fuch ftrange thing ; and fo; 
embolden themfelves to commit that which they 
bear is fo common. 

1 befecch you, therefore, O Chriftians, ! for the 
peace of the church, which elfc will continue 
fadly rent and divided ; for the fake of Chriftian- 
ky, which- elfe will be difcreditcd and reviled ; for 
your brethren's fake, who elfe will be difcouraged 
or exafperated: be very cautious what reports 
you either receive or make of others. Their 
good name!* is very precious ; precious to God, 
when their blamelefs converfation defcrves it ; 
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and precious to themfelves. Howfoever, unlefs 
there be abfolute neceffity, and you be conftrain- 
ed to do it for the glory of God and the good of 
others, divulge not their imperfeftions, though 
they be real ; and in no cafe whatfoever, feign or 
devife faUe -rumours concerning diem. Take 
heedy left if yfi bite tmd devour one another^ ye he not 
confumedone of another ^ and one with another. 

Expofttion of the Commandments. 



JOHN TILL0TS0N> D- D- 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.— DI£D 1694. 

/^ OD hathi g^ea U0 undarftandii^ to try and 
^^ exacnine tiui^s^ and the light rf. his word to 
dired; us ia thi» trial ; aiid if we wtU: jvkdge raAtly, 
and fufier ourfelves. tOt be huiried by prejudice 
or paffion^ the errors of owr judgm0nt become xhsi 
faults of our lives. For God expefis from us, 
that we fhould weigh and coniidcr what we do ; 
and when he bath afforded . us light enough to 
difcern betwixt good and eviU that we ihould 
carefully follow the direfiion of it; that we 
ihould be fufpicious of ourfelves, when our zeal 
carries us to do things that are furious and cruel, 
falfe and treacherous, and have a horrid appear* 
ance even to the light of nature : we ihould quef- 
tion that %ealvihx<h. is fo contrary to Chriftiaa 
c'4 
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goodnefs and meeknefs, to peace and charity, and 
which tends to confufiony and every evil work. 

The corruption of the beft things is the worft. 
Religion is, certainly, the higheft accompliihment 
and perfe6J:ion of human nature ; and zeal for 
God, and his truth, an excellent quality, and 
highly acceptable to God; and yet nothing is 
more barbarous, and fpurs men on to more hor- 
rid impieties, than a blind zeal for God, and 
falfe and miflaken principles in the matters of 
religion. Our Saviour compares the Chriftian 
religion, and the minifters and profeffors of it, to 
fait and lights the moft ufefiil and delightful things 
in the world ! Religion enlightens the minds of 
men, and direfls them in the way wherein wc 
fhould go ; it feafons the fpirits and manners of 
men, and preferves them from being putrified and 
corrupted. Miftakes, and falfe principles, are 
no where fo pernicious, and of fuch mifchievou* 
confequence, as in religion. A blind and mif- 
guided zeal in religion, is enough to fpoJl the 
beft nature and difpoiition in the world. St. 
Paul (for aught appears) was of himfelf of a very- 
kind and compaffionate nature, and yet what 
a fury did his miftaken zeal make him ! It is 
hardly credible how madly he laid about him, 
but that he himfelf gives us the account of it. I 
might defcend lower, and give inftances both of 
former and latter times, of emperors and princes. 
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both heathen and Chriftian, that of themfelvea 
were mild and gentle, and yet, through a 
miftaken zeal, have been carried to cruel and 
bloody things. And, indeed, nothing gives 
fo keen an edge, ' even to the mildeft tem- 
pers, as an erroneous and wild zeal for God and 
religion, it is like quickfJver in the back of a 
fword, that is not yeryftiarp of itfelf, which gives 
a mighty force and weight to its blow, and makes 
it to cut terribly. I conclude all with that gentle 
reproof of our blefled Saviour to his difciples, 
when their zeal for him had tranfported them 
to make that cruel requeft to him, that hq would 
call for fire from heavgn to dejiroy the Samaritans : 
Ye know not what manner of fptr'it ye are of for 
the fen of man came not to dejiroy mevCs lives ^ but 
to fave them. Hereby declaring the true fpirit 
and temper of Chriftianity, and that they that 
aft contrary to it, are ignorant of the nature of 
the Chriftian religion. 

Sermons. 



WILLIAM CAVE, D. D. 

DIED 1713. 

np H AT the Chrijiian religion was immediately 
- . defigned to improve and perfefi die prin- 
ciples of human nature, appears, as from many 
other inftances of it, fo efpecially from this, that 
k fo ftriftly enjoins, cheriihes, and promotes that 
natxiral kindnefs and compaffiony which is one of 
c 5 
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the prime and eflentiai inclinations of mankind. 
Wherever the gofpel is cordially complied with, 
it begets fuch a fweet and gracious temper of 
mind, as makes us humble, affable, courteous, 
and charitable, ready and difpofed to every good 
work, prompt to all offices of humanity and kind- 
nefs ; it files off the ruggcdnefs of men's natures, 
banifhes a rude, churlifb, and pharifaical temper, 
and infufes a more calm and treatable difpofition. 
It commands us to Ihe and love as brethren^ to love 
without hyjtocrify, to have fervent charity among 
eurfelvesy and to be kindly affedioned one towards 
another. It lays the fum of our duty towards 
others in this, — to love our neighbours as our/elves. 
This our Saviour feems to own as his proper and 
peculiar law, and has ratified it with his own 
folemn fandlion. jl new commandment I give 
unto you J that you love one another ; as I have loved 
you, that you alfo love one another. And then 
makes this the great vifible badge of all thofe 
who are truly Chriftians. By this Jhall all men 
know that you are my difcifilesy if you have love 
one to another. 

And fo, indeed, it was with thofe firft and bed 
ages of religion ; for no fooner did the' gofpel fly 
abroad into tijie world, but the love and charity of 
Chriftians became notorious, even to a proverb ; 
the heathens taking notice of the Chriftians of 
thofe times, with this particular remark, See how 
thefe Chriftians love one another f They were then 
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united in the moft happy fraternity (a word much 
ufed by Chrijliam in thofe days, and objedted 
againft them by the heathens) they lived as 
brethren, and accounted themfelves fuch, not only 
as being fpfung from one common parent, but 
upon much higher accounts, vis^. that they had 
one and the fame God for their father, drank all 
of the fame fpirit of bolinefs, were brought out 
of the fame womb of darknefs and ignorance, into 
the fame light of trudi ; that they were partakers 
of die fame faith, and co-heirs of the fame hope. 
This Lucian himfelf confefles of them, and diat 
it was one of the great principles that their mafter. 
inftiUed into them, that they fhouM all become 
brethren after diey had thrown off the religion of 
the Gentiles, and had embraced the worfhip of 
their great crucified Miafter, and given up them- 
felves to live according to bis laws. The truth is, 
fo ready, entire, and conftant was their kindnefs 
and fistmiliarity, that the heathens accufed them of 
having private marks upon their bodies, whereby 
they fell in love with each other at firft fight. 
Indeed they never met but they' embraced one 
another, with all the demonftrations of a hearty 
and fincere affe£lion^ faluting each other with an 
holy kifs, not only in their own houies, but at 
their religi6us ailemblies, as a badge and bond of 
that Chriftian fellowfliip and communion that 
was maintained amongft them. 

Primitive ChrijUanity. 
c6 
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GILBERT BURNET, D.D. 

BISHOP OF SALISBURY. — ITIED 1717. 

TXriTH refpeS to love and charity ^ as oui 
^ ^ Saviour was the greateft pattern of doing 
good for evil, both in life and death, fo he carried 
the precept higher than any religion ever did. 
Love is the badge of Chrijiianity^ and when once 
this holy religion fpreads its influence into the 
foul, it not only becomes fo inwardly mollified 
into that tendernefs and compaffion^ as to make 
all fuch fincerely love thofe who are truly good, 
but it alfo begets in them great piety, and a mer- 
piful difpofition, even towards enemies, or thofe 
who are in error; all cruelty, and fournefs of 
temper, the great engines, and inflruments to fup- 
port all falfe religions, is fo foftened and mitigated, 
that St. Paul, who was a fierce perfecutor while 
he was a zealous Jew, became a wonderful in- 
ftance of gentlenefs when this Spirit of Chrifl 
wai formed, in him ; a true Chriftian is jieaceabh^ 
nuld^ and eafy to be entreated. Piety towards God, 
and holinefs of life, are to be found in other 
religions, but an univcrfal charity, and brotherly 
kindnefs, are peculiar Xo our moft holy faith ; fo 
that, as far as any church, or fort of men, depart 
from the rules of truth and goodnefs, fo far they 
fall from the Spirit of Chriji, and bear the cha- 
racter of the lapfcd apoftate fpirit, who was a liar^ 
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and a murderer from the beginning. Hence may 
every one make a judgment of the fpirit that 
moves and appears in the condudl of any church, 
whether it be a fpirit of truth and goodnefs, or 
of falfehood and cruelty ; the former is the Spirit 
pfChriJi^ the latter muft be the fpirit of the devil^ 
and of antichrifi, 

' It is a clear evidence of a very ill religion, 
when men, by its influences, become really worfe, 
and more fiercely brutal, than if they were not 
under the reftraiiit and government of any religion 
at all. And what can be a more manifeft proof 
of an ill religion than this ? But I am forry to 
find, that too many among us are alfo deeply 
tinftured with the fame cruel fpirit. . It is true, 
this is a perfonal fault, for no part of our doc- 
trine gives it any countenance or encouragement ; 
on the contrary, to hate any man, to rejoice in 
executions, to infult or ufe ill any that are in 
mifery, or to endeavour their ruin, becaufe of 
their religion, are all fuch fymptoms of a popifli 
a«d perfecuting fpirit, that it is our fliame not to 
leave thefe things entirely to them. We ought 
to pity the feduced or miftaken, and endeavour to 
reclaim them by reafon, and the force of truth, 
by our gentlenefs and tendernefs towards them : 
this is moft agreeable to that juft and merciful 
religion we profefs. 

There is only one^ and that the main thing 
which we want ; namely, the true Spirit of Chrifiy. 
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to animate us in the ' pra£kice of his religion, 
without which it is dead, even as the body is dead 
without the foul that quickens it. What can all 
notions and opinions, however true, all forms and 
cuftoms, however harmlefs or ufefukthey be, avail 
us, without fuch an internal fenfe of religion as 
fubdues and reforms our natures, and governs us 
in the courfe of our lives. AU the reft will fignify 
nothing, but aggravate our condemnation; for 
that, having known our matter's will, we have 
not done it. This, of all things, is mod likely to 
provoke God , to give us up ; for, though God is 
long fuffering, flow to wrath, and unwilling to 
deliver us up to thofe who are both his and our 
enemies, yet, if we continue ftill to provoke him 
by our wicked lives, aH our pretended zeal for 
this holy religion • will only tend to precipitate 
our ruin. 

Sermon on Popery. 



ROBERT LUCAS, D. D. 

TREBENDARY of WESTMINSTER. — DIED 1715.- 

\ S virtue is the perfection of human life, fo 
"^^ is zdikovi the perfection of virtue, and zeal 
is that principle of adljon which I require in 
a faint of God. Need I here diftinguiih this zeal 
from the £ercenefs of faClion, the cruelty offuper-- 
JiitioHi from the wakeful and indefatigable a£tivity 
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of avarice and ambition, from the unruly heats 
of pride and paffion, and from the implacable 
fury of revenge ? It needs not ; no foolifli, falfe, 
fantaftic, earthly, or devilifh principle, can coun- 
terfeit a divine, zeal. 'Tis a perfe£lion that 
fhines with fuch a peculiar luAre, with fuchan 
' heavenly majefty and fw^etnefs, tha^ nothing 
elfe can imitate it ; 'tis always fiurftang goody the 
honour of God^ ' and the hapj^nefs of man. It con* 
tends earnejlly for the faith once delivered to the 
faints \ but it contends, as earneftly too, to root 
out wickednefs and implant the righteoufnefs of 
the gofpel in the world. It is not eager for the 
articles oi^feil ox party ^ and unconcerned for ca^ 
tholic ones. When it prefies for reformation it 
begins at home^ and fets a bright example of what 
it would recommend to others. 'Tis meek and 
gentle under its own affronts, but warm and bold 
againft thofe which are offered to God. In a 
word, though love fill its fails, divine wifdom and 
prudence give it batlaft ; and i| has no heat but 
what is tempered and refra£ted by charity and hu-- 
mility. 

Need I fix or ftate the various degrees of zeal ? 
Alas ! it is not requiGte ; zeal being nothing 
elfe but an ardent thirft of promoting the divine 
glory by the bejl works. 'Tis plain the more ex- 
cellent the worky and the more it coft, the more 
perfefl:, the more exalted the zeal that performs 
it. In a word» zeal is nothing elfe but tfaie lave of 
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God made fierfeSf in us. And if* ^e would fee 
it drawn to the life, we muft contemplate it in 
the bleffed Jesus, who is the perfeft pattern of 
heroic love. How boundlefs was his love, when 
the whole world, and how tranfcendant, when a 
world of enemies was the objeft* of it ! How in- 
defatigable was his zeal ! how wakeful I how 
meek ! how humble ! how firm and refolved \ 
His labours and travels, his felf-denial, prayers 
and tears ; his filence and patience ; his agony 
and blood, and charitable prayers, poured out 
with it for his perfecutors, inftruft us fully what 
divine love, what divine zeal is. And now, even 
at this time, love reigns in him as he reigns 
in heaven: love is ftill the predominant, the dar- 
ling paffion of his foul. Worthy art thou, O 
Jefus, to receive honour, and glory, and do- 
minion ! Worthy art thou to fit down with thy 
Father on his throne ! Worthy art thou to judge 
the world, becaufe thou haft loved, becanfe thou 
haft been zealous- unto death, becaufe thou haft 
overcome ! Some there are, indeed, who have 
followed thy bright example, though at a great 
diftance. Firft ; martyrs and confeffors : next ; 
thofe beloved and admired princes who have 
governed their kingdom in righteoufnefs ; to 
whom the honour of God, and the good of the 
world, have been far dearer than pleafure, than 
empire, than abfolute power,'or that ominous blaze 
that is now called glory. And next follow !— 
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hold ! this IS the work of angels, tliey muft mar- 
Ihai the field of glory in the end of all things. 
O my God, may I, at leaft, be one to fill the 
train of this triumphant proccflion in that bicf- 
fed day, when thou fhalt crown the zeal and pa- 
t'lence of thy faints } 

Enquiry after Haji/iinefi^ 



HUMPHREY PRIDEAUX, D. D. 

DEAN OF. NORWICH. — DIED 1724. 

npHE churches of the eaft, once the moft flourifh- 
ing, having drawn the abftrufeft niceties into 
controverfy, which were of little or no moment 
to that which is the chief end oi Our holy Chrif- 
tian religion, and divided and fubdivided about 
them into endlefs fchifms and contentions, did 
thereby deftroy that fieace^ love^ and charity from 
among them, which the gofjtel was given to pro- 
mote ; and, inftead thereof, they continually 
provoked each other to that malice, rancour, and 
evil work, that they loft the whole fubftance 
of their religion, while they thus eagerly con- 
tended for their own imaginations concerning it; 
and, in a manner, drove Chridianity quite out 
of the world, by thofe very controverfies in which- 
they difputed with each other about it. So that, 
at length, having wearied the patience and long- 
fuffering of God, in thus turning his holy re* 
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ligion Into a firebrand of hell for contention, 
ftrife, and violence among them, which was gi- 
ven them out of his infinite mercy, to ike quits 
contrary end^ for the falvation of their fouls, by 
living hoUly^ righteoujly^ and jujily^ in this prefent 
world : he raifed up die Saracens to be the in- 
ftruments of his wrath to punifli them for it. 

Life of Mahomet* 



DANIEL WHITBY, D, D. 

PREBENDARY OF SARUAk — DIED 1726. 

/^UR bkfled Lord told his difci^^, that the 
^^ time would come when they that killed theMf 
(kemld think they did furform the mn^ high andac* 
cepuAle aR ofwwrfiiji to God, And thou^ this 
was then a&ually done by the hatred which dte 
unbelieving Jiws bore againft all Chriftians, yet 
it has been more fully, and tragically completed^ 
by the decifions, decrees, and pradlices of the 
court and church of Rome. Thefe decrees and 
pra(^ces of the church of Rome, are highly op- 
pofite to the true fpirit of Chriftianity, to the 
laws of Chrift, to the do£trine and practice of 
the primitive church ; and, confequently, the 
church which makes thefe fanguinary decrees^ 
and perpetrates thefe inhuman butcheries, mud 
be a falfe church, and guiky of the blood of my* 
riads of Chrift's difciples. And if this barbarous 
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treatment of pretended heretics be evidently re- 
pugnant to the true fpirit of Chriflianity, and 
contrary to die example of our Saviour^ which 
we are bound to imitate, if it is entirely oppofite 
to the principles and pradices of the primitive 
and pureft ages of the church ; this will be, I 
hope, fufficient to convince wife men, that the 
rdigipn \idiich commands thefe cruelties and 
inhumanities, cannot derive itfelf from him who 
18 the God Bfiove^ onipatima^ aninurcy^ and^y^ 
tathefoniefmeft, « , 

AD die church of Rome can plead to juftify her' 
pra6)iice~ in burning, mafiacseing, and extirpating 
of heretics and {chifmatics, migfat, with much 
greater advantage, have been uiged againil dio 
Samariiam. Doth oot fhe praAife her feveri^ 
ties out of zeal for trudi,. and for the honour of 
Ciod and Chrift, and of the true religion, in 
reclaiming heretics and fcbifmatics, and to pre- 
vent or terrify others from adhering to or being 
deluded by diem ? But- how contrai*]^ is this to 
our Saviout's conduSr, who, when the difci{des 
upon all thefe accounts, had much greater caufe 
to call for fire from heaven on thefe Samaritans, 
did yet rebuke them, and would not fuffer it to 
be done, not even to one fmsll village ? How 
then will he condemn the a&ual execution of 
fucb feverities to many Choufand innocent Chrif- 
tians, after his folemn declarations, that all fuch 
cruelproccedings are direfHy contrary to the de* 
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fign of his moft blefled coming upon earth, and to 
the fpirit of his Gofpel ? 

For the true reailMis of Chrift's rebuking his 
difciples for their defiring leave to aft thus fe- 
verely with thefe fchiiinatical and heretical Sama- 
ritansy were, firftj becaufe this fpirit of fevcrity, 
wherever found, is entirely oppofite to the calm 
temper of Chriftianity. This appears by our 
Saviour's reply to his difciples— ry^ know not wAai 
Jjurit 'ye are qf\ th^ is, you do. not confider un- 
der what kind of difpenfation ye are placed by 
me. The temper, difpoGtion, and afeSion, 
which I come to teach men, and would fix 
within them, is not . a furious, perfecuting, and 
deftruftiye fpirit, but fuch as is mild, gentle, and 
lender: of the lives and intercfts of i men, even of 
our greateft enemies. Uhder the Did Teftament; 
if a prophet was.rejeded 'and fcoflfed at, be had 
power to punifh it feverely. But tHey, who re-i 
jeft and crucify Chrift, are prayed for by him, 
and are, by his command, to be preached to, and, 
if pofTible, to be brought to repentance ; and all 
Chriftians are to conform themfelves to this ex- 
ample towards the contemners of their perfons, 
or reje£lers of their doftrines ; not according to 
the legal, but the evangelical difpenfation — the 
meeknefs and gentlenefs of Chrift. The gofpel 
difpenfation requires univerfal love, meeknefs, 
peace, and good-will to all men, even to our 
enemies J and no difference of religi6n, no pre* 
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tence of zeal for God, can juftify this fierce, 
cruel, and inhuman zeal. Another reafon of 
our Saviour's, againft thofe wicked do£trines 
and pradlices, is, that he came not into the world 
to dejlroy metCs temporal lively hut to fave them. 
He came to difcountenance all ragfe, violence^ 
and cruelty in men, one towards another ; to re- 
ftrain and fubdue that furious unpeaceable fpirit 
which fo difquiets the world, and occafions fo ma- 
ny mifchiefs. and diforders in it ; that the lamb and 
wolf may lie down together, without hunting 
or deftroying one another ; and engaging all men 
to lay afide ajl bittemefs and wrath, anger and 
clamour, malice, and evil fpeiking. He came to 
introduce that excellent religion, which confults 
not only the eternal falvation of men's fouls, but 
alfo their temporal peace and fecurity ; their com- 
fort and happinefs in this world, condemning all 
bitter zeal as G^LVtYAy^fenfualy and deviltjh. Not 
difpatching them out of the way, but with long 
fufferingy expefting if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledgment of the 
truth \ which teacheth us to hear with the weak in 
faithy and he- long fuffering to allmen^ and to reftore 
them in the fpirit ofmeeknefs. 

Sermon on Perfecution, 
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SAMUEL CLARK, D. D. 

RECTOR OF ST. JAMES's, WESTMINSTER, 
DIED 1729. 

^EAL cannot be a Chriftlan virtue, i^ilefs 
employed ia fe^rching after truth, and the 
pradlice of right, which is its true and proper 
objedl; nor is this fuflBcient; fpr, though zeal 
cannot poflibly be exceflive in its degrefe, if fixed 
on a good obje<St, yet, if care be not taken, it 
may eafily degenerate into a falfe and unchriilian 
zeal ; wrath and fierceness, contentioufnefs and 
aniraofity, violence and hatred, are vicious and un- 
godly practices, whether the objedl of a man's 
zeal be good or bad. St. Paul was not only 
faulty for perfecuting the Chriftians, when him- 
felf a Jsw^ but he would have continued equally 
fo, had he perfecuted the^^^vJ when he became a 
Chriftian. When the difciples would have called 
for fire from heaven upon tlie Samaritans, our 
Saviour rebuked them, faying. Ye know not what 
ffiirit ye are of. And St. Paul direfls, that the 
fervant of the Lord mujl not Jirive^ hut he .gentle 
unto all men^ apt to teach ^ patient in meeknefs^ in'- 
Jlru£iing thofe that ofipofe themfelves. And he 
advifes all Chriftians to let their mode-ration 
be known unto all men. Such moderation was 
not to confift in a lukewarmnefs or indifierency 
for religion, or for the great and weightier mat-* 
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ters of ihe law; but St. PauU by moderaUon^ 
means that meeknefs, calmnefs, and equitable 
fpirit which well agrees with, and^ufually ac- 
companies, the higheft pof&ble zeal for truth and 
virtue. Nothing makes .zeal properly a Chriftian 
virtue, but when the end or intention to which it 
is ultimately directed does tend to, and is for the 
honour and ^ory of God. I mean not, by God's 
honour and glory, any thing imaginary or en- 
thufiaftic, which often turns religious zeal into 
the worft and moft pernicious vices, but only 
the eftablifhment of God's kingdom of righteouf- 
nefs, here, in truth, and peace, and charity, in 
order to the falvation of men's fouls hereafter, in 
his eternal kingdom of glory ; and, liwe remember 
the end^ we Jhall never do amifs. 

There is no opinion fo abfurd, but men may 
be brought to believe and embrace it ; no crime 
fo black, but they, may confidently engage in it, 
and yet ftill think themfelves in the right; and 
the reafon for this evidently is, that fuch people, 
when they confider, begin at the wrong end. 
For, inftead of coming to their rule, with minds 
open and unbiafled, and free to entertain truth, 
when difcovered, . they, on the contrary, bring 
their own. notions and impreifions along with 
them, and refolve to admit of nothing for juft and 
true, but what agrees with their own principles. 
Hence they ftretch and bend the rule, to. bring 
it to their own crooked afFef^ions and deiigns. 
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Hence we fee holy mifiionaries divide, that they 
may devour ; and, from the ignorance and credu* 
lity of the people, take advantages of kindling 
fuch a furious zeal as fets whole kingdoms in a 
flame ; as blows the coals till all the foft relent- 
ings of human nature are confumed, and makes 
their profelytes ten times ^more the children of 
hell, by a falfe hope of enfuring heaven to them- 
felves. Inftead of corredling the extravagancies 
of cruelty and injuftice, by Chriftian conflderations 
of mutual forbearance and meek fuffering, they 
render their inftruments more turbulent, barbarous, 
and cruel, upon the pretence of ferving a church, 
or a caufe. Deliver us, good God, from fuch 
dangerous deliifions, and let us not fall into the 
hands of fuch men as think they do thee fervice 
by our.deftruftion. For when blood is efteemed 
a facrifice,:and perfecution commences a principle, 
corapaiSon thenceforth becomes a crime ; and 
the tendereft mercies of a zeal, thus inflamed, will 
be fure to prove the very extremity of cruelty. 
. But- let not this diforderly zeal of our bittereft 
enemies, or the raoft dreadful confequences of it, 
extinguifh dur charity for fuch miftaken men; 
no, let us blefs them that curfe us^ and pray for 
them that defpitefully ufe and jurfecute us. We 
muft not let our fear, or refentment, tranfport us 
to the like extravagance which we condemn in 
others. But invite the miflaken over to our 
perfuaHon by that Chriftian meeknefs and gentle- 
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nels of temper, which may affert the credit of 
religion, and prove that God is in us of a truth. 

Sermon on ZeaL 



WILLIAM WAKE, D. D. 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. — DIED 1737. 

A S to charity, God forbid that any differences 
"^^ in religion whatfoever, much lefs things of 
fmaller concern, fliould ever make us uncharitable 
to our fellow Chriftians. Indeed our Saviour 
foretold to his difciples, that theire fliould fome 
rife up from among their brethren who would, 
on this account, not only put them out of their 
fynagogueSy but even think it religious to kill them. 
But they were Jews, not Chriftians, who were 
to do this; and, to the fcandal of our holy re- 
ligion, we muft acknowledge that there are a fort 
of men, who now call themfelves Chriftians, who 
ftill continue, even literally, to fulfil this pro- 
phecy ; who not only caft us out of their fyna- 
gogues, but, as far as they can, deprive us of all 
hopes of falvation. But this, and many jother of 
their errors, may ferve to convince us how little 
they have of ike true ffiirit of Chriftianity. But 
I hope there needs no. argument to perfuade vou 
to obferve that charity, the want of which we all 
oi us fo juftly lament, as one of the moft de- 
plorable corruptions in popery itfelf. If Chiif- 
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tjanity commands us to love our enemies, it muft 
be highly reafonable for us not to hate our bre- 
thren; and, indeed, whatever arguments we can 
ufe to juftify our uncharitablenefs to others, will 
equally excufe them in withholding their charity 
from us. , For there is no honeft, fincere Chriftian, 
how erroneous foever, but what thinks himfelf. 
in the right, and fuppofes us, by differing from 
him, to be as far from the truth as we do him 
for not agreeing with us. And if it be lawful 
for us to hate another, folely on account of fucli 
differences, we muft allow it to be equally as 
reafonable for him to hate us. The Saviour 
fays. By this Jliall all men know that ye are my 
difcifiles^ if ye have love one to another. But we 
fhall a<£k diredtly contrary to this, if we make 
our hatred to our brother the great mark of our 
4eal for religion, and believe he loves Chrift the 
moft who, the leaft loves his fellow Chriftians* 
We fhould rather,, with the apoftle, confider the 
love of our dear mafter to us, even whilft we 
were enemies, and love thofe who„ notwithftanding 
tlieir errors, may be ftill his and our friends ; and 
not think (hofe unworthy of our charity whom, 
<te pioufly prefume, God will not think unworthy 
of his favour. For, fuppofmg they Ihould be 
miftaken, yet we ourfelves are but men, and may 
alfo err, and they as much think us in the wrong 
^s we do thein ; and, perhaps, it muft be left to 
the day of judgment to determine who is in the 
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right. But fhould they be miftaken, yet I am 
fure our uncharitablemfs is not the way to con- 
vince them of their enror, but quite the reverfe. 
If, then, we are what we efieem ourfelve;s to be, 
the Jlrong in faithy let us remember, that, though 
charity be their duty, as wellas ours, yet it is to 
fuch as we are that St. Paul exhorts to bear the 
infirmities of the, weak, and to receive one another ^ 
as Chriji alfo hath received uSy to the glory of 
God. 

Hitherto we have defended our church by argu- 
ments; let us now, by our charity y fettle and 
eftablifti it. This will recommend both ourfclves 
and our religion, to the good efleem of all men, 
and may be a happy prefage, that the bleiTed time 
fpoken of in the facned prophecy is now ready to> 
be revealed ; when the church of Chrift, being 
purged from thofe corruptions that have fo long 
defaced its beauty, fhall again appear in its primi«- 
tive purity. When all herefy and fchifm, being 
every where aboliftied, and the myftery of iniquity 
laid fully open,, and the man of fm deftroyed, 
true religion and fmcerc piety fhall again reign 
throughout the world. O bleffed ftate of the 
church militant here on earth ! The glorious ante- 
paft of that peace and piety which God has pre- 
pared for his church, triumphant in heaven ! Who 
would not wifli to fee thofe days, when a general 
reformation, a true ^eal, and a perfedl charity, 
fliall univerfally prevail, and that we may be all 
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united in the fame faith and worfhip, the fame 
communion and fellowfhip, one with another? 
When all pride and prejudice, all interefts and 
dcfignS;, being fubmitted to the honour of God, 
and the difcharge of our duty, the holy fcri/itures 
ihall again triumph over the traditions of men ; 
and religion no longer take its denomination from 
little fe6ts and facSlions, but we fhall be content 
with the fame common primitive names of Chrif- 
tians and brethren^ and live together as becomes 
our charaSer, in brotherly love and Chriftian 
charity with one another. And who can tell but 
fuch a change as this is nigh at hand ; and which 
may be foon accompliflied, would we all but 
ferioufly labour to perfedl the great work which 
the providence of God has fo glorioufly begun, 
and eftablifh that unity among us, which may 
afterwards difFufe itfelf into diftant parts of the 
Chriftian world. And, though we may riot be fo 
happy as to fee any fuch bleffed effedl on our 
endeavours, yet this we are fure of, that we /hall 
not lofc our reward in heaven ; when to have 
contributed, though in the leaft degree, to the 
healing thofe divifions we fo unhappily labour 
under, will be efteemed a greater honour than to 
have filenced all the cavils of our enemies, and be 
rewarded with Uef&ngs more than all the Jiars in 
the firmament for number. 

Exhortation to Mutual Charity. 
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DANIEL WATERLAND, D. D. 

ARCHDEACON OF MIDDLESEX. — DIED 1^40, 

A S to religious differences, they are generally 
the fierceft, and lafl: the longeft, and are of 
fatal confequence to peace and happinefs ; there- 
fore certainly ought, as much as in. us lies, to be 
prevented or cornpofed by us. What concerns 
us, as private men, is fo to defend our religion, 
and to maintain the true faith and worfliip, by 
difcourfe or writing, as not to lofe our charity. 
Religion is a caufe that deferves our zeal ; and if 
many will be offended with us for telling them 
the truth, and not complying with fuch errors as 
would lead both to their and our deftrudlion, the 
fault is their own; we ihould ftill, as much as 
lieth in us, live peaceably with them. Not by 
betraying the caufe of .Chrift ; not by ceafing to 
contend earnejily for the faith which was once 
delivered to tlj^ faints ; not by pleading for amend- 
ments and altdfirations in the pureft and beft con* 
flituted church of any in the world ; but by con- 
defcending to hearken to, and anfwer, any modeft 
fcruples, by meeknefs and gentlenefs, by patience 
and forbearance, not rendering evil for evily or 
railing for railingy hut contrawife^ l^l^JP^g' This 
is, as much as in us lies, as private perfons, to- 
wards living peaceably with them that diffent from 
us. Some thing more lies in them who have no 
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unlawful terms of communion impofed; and, 
therefore, might and. 'fliould give up their pre- 
judices, and fubmit to lawful authority, and whole- 
fome order, for the church's peace. However,, 
confidering the prevailing bias which education, 
curtom, and prejudice, lay upon weak minds, 
efpecially when they have neidier leifiDre, nor 
capacity, to know better ; and confidering that 
mild and gentle ufag« T»ay poffibly \^n topue over, 
whom reviling and rudenefs would but harden 
and render worfe, ic is certainly a Chriftian duty 
not to upbraid and provoke them ; not to be bitter 
againft them,^ but radier to wait with patience 
till God may open their eyes, or turn their hearts ; 
to whofe mercy we iEhoold therefore leave them, 
and, m the mean while, take care of our own 
foujs. 

But another fert of difierences, near as fatal 
as the fonner, and in fome r^peds more fo, awe 
thofe among ourfelves, of the fame ohurch and 
intereft, our party differences, ^jjow h»ve thefe 
lowered men's tempers, inflametf their paffionfi, 
and almoft eaten out the heart of Chriftiato 
charity ! I have not time, nor words, to lament 
the vifibie decay of religion and piety, owing to - 
thofe -heats and animofities fo rife amongft us : 
the whole nation feels it, and every good man 
mourns in fecret for it. We fhall not, I am 
afraid, find that thefe eager contefts are founded 
either in a true love of our own country in par- 
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ticular, or for mankind in general ; or that our 
zeal arifes from a real concern for troth, for 
juftice, or for charity. While we arfe engaging, 
with fuch warmth and eagernefs, about the affairs 
of this life, it might abate our fervor to confider 
how little time we have to fojourn here, and how 
great a work we have upon our hands ; and of 
what moment it is to go cool and quiet hencc^ 
if ever wc hope to find a place within the calm, 
and peaceful.manfions of the bleffed. 

Sermon on P^ace. 



JEREMIAH SE'ED, A. M. 

DIED 1747. 

T^UNDAMENT ALS,ab/lra^e^lyJromprfons, 
as relating to the fcheme of Chriftianrty, may 
be fixed by a certain and determined ftandard, and 
lliey are plainly thofe that are fo intimately rnter- 
woveti with Chriftianiry, that // atid they muft 
ftand or fall together. But fundamentals, in a re- 
lative vieWy as refpefting thefalvation of particular 
•perfons, catinot he preclfely defined and adjtrfted 
by any fixed and unchanging mea:fure. They 
muft vary according to the variety of men's ap- 
prehenfions, circumftances, and opportunities. 
And it is impoffible to fettle thofe points, the belief 
of which {hall be neceffary to falvation, abfolutely 
and univerfally, to all men, without any diftinc- 
tion, in all cafes, under fuch an endlefs difparity 

D4 
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of capacities, . means of inftru6lion, and {Ituscilon* 
in life. Who cari tell what determined propor- 
tion of faith (neither lefs nor more) will carry a. 
man to heaven ? That quantity of faith which 
may be infufficient in itfelf to make a man a com- 
plete Chriftran, may be fufficient for that man 
who, humanely fpeaking, has done the beft he 
could in his circumfiances. 

You ought not to conceive a diftafle for any 
man, or body of men, becaufe they are of a dif- 
ferent perfuafion, fe£t, or party. Suppofing your- 
felf in the right ; you pity corporeal blindnefs : 
Why flioiild you not, likewife, compaffionate, 
inftead of being angry with the blindnefs of the 
underjlandmg^ when it cannot difcern certain re- 
ligious truths ? I know no reafon but this,, which 
Tefolvcs itfelf into pride ; that the corporeally blind 
. own themfelves to be fo\ but the blind in under^ 
Jiandtng maintain that wc labour under that dif^ 
temper^ and not they* Now we are not fo tho- 
roughly convinced diat our underftanding and 
way of thinking is perfeSly right in all points, 
as that we have the full enjoyment of our eye- 
fight : and this makes us fo angry with the one, 
while we pity the other. Enfure your own fal- 
yation as much as you can, but. do not think 
hardly of thofe who differ from you, even in fun- 
damental points, much lefs confign them over to 
damnation. Our bleffed Saviour, who difap- 
proved the worihip of the Samaritans^ as appears 
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from his corivcrfation with the Samaritan woman 
at the well, yet fingles out, in his beautiful pa-^ 
rable, one of that nation to do a generous ac- 
tion to the wounded traveller, on purpofe, one 
-would think, to obviate this contrafted turn of 
mind, and to, recommend thofe to our love 
whofe religious, notions we diflike. Whether 
a good man, who; is a mifbeliever in fom^ 
points, without any faultinefs or irregularity of 
will, will be damned for his erroneous way of 
thinking, may be a quefiion with fome people ; 
but I think it admits of none, that a man will 
be damned for an uncharitable way of thinking 
and adling. 

Sermons^ 



JOHN BALGUY, D. D. 

DIED. — 1748. 

"XITHATEVER be the meaning of it, we 
^ ^ feem all to expedl that others Ihould 
think as we do, and fubfcribe tp our principles 
and perfuafions. And wlienever this expedla- 
tion fails, as it perpetually muft, our affeftion ' 
is apt to cool, and our good will to abate, in 
proportion to the difference. Whoever judges 
in his own way and rejeSs ours, at leaft 
forfeits fome fhare of our efteem, and often 
becomes an objedl of our high difpleafure, if not 
deemed our enemy. Such an inhuman procedure 
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fceing too general and coi«r»otfi, it deferves to 
be a littie confidered. Let U8 then briefly en- 
quire into the true caufe of ikis proceeding ; 
for unlefs that be difcorered, it will be in vain 
to think of a cure. 

To what principle, then, catt wfe ai(iei4be this ? 
Is it owing to our love of tnid> and our i^eal and 
concern for the fuppoit of it ? No ; for fadi a 
principle, iffincere, wotiki'make tis behave <|«ite 
the reverfe. Brit admttting<» our ofMnioaS to be 
juft and trae, liow are they to be ttiaintained) 
promoted, and propagated ? By ill-will or good- 
will ; by hatred or love ; by injuries and reproach- 
es, or kind ufage and gentle treatment ? Surely 
if we would recommend our opinions eflfedtually, 
we muft procure them a fair hearing, and appear 
well aflFefted to tliofe whom we would convince. 
But if we difcover any figns of enmity and difaf- 
fe£tion, men will be, naturally, prejudiced againft 
all the arguments we can urge, becaufe they 
may juftly fufpeft that we are influenced by 
motives very different from what we pretend. 
Whoever then has a real regard for truth, and 
is defirous to promote its intereft, will, doubt- 
lefs, follow other methods than thofe we are 
fpeaking of. He will find it neceffary to cor- 
refpond with men of different perfuafions fairly 
and friendly ; and, in all his dealings, to proceed 
with humanity, equity, and candour. He will 
be fo far from exafperating their minds by ma- 
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Jevolence or contempt, that he wiH ftrive to 
conciliate their good will, and cultivate their 
efteem, by a willing difcharge of all fuch good 
oflRccs as may reafonably be expedled from him. 
So that a pretence of our love and zeal for truth, 
cannot juftify the pra<Slice we have been condemn- 
ing. But then may not a pious concern for the 
glory of God make men impatient of oppofition, 
and zealous for their opinions, in order to pre- 
ferve the doftrines of religion in tlieir original 
purity ? However plaufibly this may be'^lle3ged, 
it cannot be eafily proved true. 'Let the- pure 
doArines of religion, by all ineanis, be guarded 
and maintained as carefully as may be ; But how 
is this t® be done? Will animofity or re- 
proaches have a better cSk&. than argument 
and fair reafoning ? If we think our neighbour 
has errisd and ftrayed from the paths of truth, 
muft we fall out with and abufe him, in order 
to bring him back in the right way ? Will 
our treating him angrily or fcornfully - make 
him more attentive to inftruSion, or more open 
to convi^Sion ? Will he not rather be apt to con- 
clude that our paffions and difpofitions are more 
faulty than his faith, or more irregular than his 
judgment? jis the wrath of tntin worketh not the 
righteoufnefs of God, fo it is the moft improper 
inflrumcnt to maintain truth, or rather it .is 
much more likely to fubvert it. For can we 
foppofe tliat God can ever be glorified by fuch 
D 6 
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nieafurcs as are repugnant to charity and hu* 
inanity, and contrary to the principles both of 
nature aAd religion ? Such a conduct is no lefs 
injurious to truth than to the public peace and 
tranquillity of mankind. To promote and pro- 
pagate what we believe to be truth by amicable 
methods, is undoubtedly a real fervice to the pub- 
lic ; but ftrife and variance, and uncharitable 
proceedings, are the very bane of human fociety. 
Where then Ihall we fearch for the true fource, or 
to what caufe or principle may it be juftly defcribed ? 
To none, I fear, that is praifeworthy or even in- 
nocent ; but to what is exceedingly blameable, 
and of which we ought to be afliamed. For in 
truth it fprings from liridey vanity^ and immode- 
rate felf-love. Heiice, chiefly, proceed thofe fe- 
vere judgments and rigorous dealings, which fo 
often appear among Chriftians, to the diihonour 
of our holy religion, and the reproach of httman 
nature. An intemperate fondnefs for our no- 
tions, ianftified by fpecious names, has laid wafte 
our charity, and often made us violate the firft 
principles of humanity and common juftice. 

To this has been owing moft of the calami- 
tics and miferles which have often fo cruelly in- 
fefted the Chriftian world ' From this fountain 
have flowed not only bitter waters, but ilreams 
of blood in every age. Inquifitions, perfecuti- 
ons, martyrdoms, 4nurders, maflacres/ are, in a 
great meafure, to be placed to the account of 
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this untolerating unchriftian fpirit. A confider- 
able part of the beft and worthiefl of mankind, 
have fallen viSims to this barbarous principle. 
The chief bleflings of fociety it has corrupted 
and poifoned ; it has robbed men of their mu- 
tual afFe£tion, benevolence, and efteem ; infufed 
jealoufies, kindled contentions, and fpread variances 
far and wide; it has divided friends, families, 
and kindreds ; crumbled communities into parties 
and factions ; burft afunder the ftrongeft obliga- 
tions, both natural, civil, and religious. It per- 
verts men's underftandings, corrupts their judg- 
ments, and alienates their aflFeflions ; it con- 
founds their ideas of merit and demerit, and 
makes them eftimate chara6lers by falfe rules 
and fallacious meafures ; it creates uneafy fen- 
timents produdtive of ill-will ; it nourifties pre- 
fumpt^on, confidence, and felf-conceit ; . and de- 
ftroys the kind inftin<Sls of humanity and com- 
paflion. A principle fo unnatural and perverfe, 
fo injurious to virtue and deftru<£i:ive ofhappinefs, 
is as great a curfe to its pofleflbrs as to the 
public. Laftly, it is a difcredit and diftionour 
to religion ; for candour and charity are the chief 
charadleriflics of Chriftians, their peculiar orna- 
ment and nobleft diftin£lion. 

If tken we have any regard to plain reafon 
and natural equity; if we^wifh peace and prof- 
perity either to our fellow creatures or ourfelves ; 
if we have any concern for the glory of God and 



[ 62 ] 

-the honour of -his difpenfations, let us not preforoe 
to exercife dominion over other men's faith, or 
to opprefs their underftanding, or impair their 
liberties. Let us cherifh fobriety of thought 
and humility of fpirit. Above all, let us put on 
charity y which is the bond of fietfeHnefs^ the end 
^f the commandment^ and the very ejjence of the 
gofjiel. 

Sermon on Reafon and Revelation. 



ARTHUR ASHLEY SYKES, D. D. 

DIED. — 1756* 

TirOULD to God that Chriftians would be 
. content with the plainnefs and Cmplicity 

of the gofpel ! That they would be perfuaded 
lo make no other terms of communion than 
what Jefus himfelf hath made ! That they 
would not vend, under the name of evangelical 
truth, the abfurd and contradiflory fchemcs of 
ignorant or wicked men ! That they would part 
with that load of rubbifli which makes thinking 
men almoft fink undei* its weight, and gives too 
great an handle for infidelity ? That they would 
diftinguifh betwixt human opmions and revealed 
truth ! That they would fee the dificrence betwixt 
authority and reafon ! That they would look upon 
Jefm as the Author and Finijher of Faith I That 
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^ey would tbfdk diat they aie not quaiified to 
make any otter terms of accepftance with God, 
<han what are already prvbli(hed by our Saviour ! 
That they would look upon all ferious Chriftians 
as members of the one body of Chrift ! That 
diey would ce&fe 'from nnchriftian and inhuman 
damning, perfecoting, bornii^ one another, 6x 
not afienting to the words of men as to the 
words of God! and Christianity wodd 
foon become the joy of the whole earth, and 
ht/UeHty woolA foon lofe its main, I may fay its 
only foppbrt. 

£>r. Difnefs Life of Sykes, 



JAMES HERVEY, A. M. 

RECTOR OF WESTON FAVELL — DIED 1758» 

TN a grove of tulips or a knot of pinks, one 
* perceives a diffidence in almoft every indivi- 
-dual. Scarce any two are tamed and thKSbared 
exa£lly alike. Each allows himfelf a little fiar^ 
ticularity in his drefs, though all belong to one fa- 
mily ; fo that they are various and yet the fame. 
A pretty emblem this of die fmalier differences 
between Proteftant Chriftians. There are modes 
in religi(» which admit of variation, with- 
out prejudice to found faith, or real holinefs. 
Juft as the drapery on thefe pidures of the Spring 
may be formed after a variety of patterns, with- 
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out blemiihmg their beaxity or altering their na- 
ture. Be it fo, then, that in fome points of in- 
confiderable confequence, feveral of our breth- 
ren diflent, yet let us all live amicably aiKi 
fociably together ; for we harmonize in princi-> 
pies though we vary in pun£bilios. Let lis join 
in converfation and intermingle interefts^ dif- 
cover no eftrangement of behaviour, and cheriHi 
no alienation of aiFe<Slion. If any ftrife fubfid^ 
let it be to follow our divine Matter more 
clofely in humility of heart and unblameable- 
nefs of life. Let it be to ferve one another 
moft readily in all the kind oflSces of a cordial 
friendftiip. Thus (hall we be united, though 
diftinguiflied ; united in the fame grand funda- 
mentals, though diftinguiflied by fome fmall cir- 
cumftantials ; united in one important bond of 
brotherly love, though diftinguiflied by fdme 
flighter peculiarities of fentiment. Between 
Chriftians, whofe judgments difagree only about a 
form of prayer or manner of worfliip, I apprcf- 
hend there is no more eflential diiFerence than 
between flowers wliich bloom from the fame kind 
of feed, but happen to be fomewhat diverfified 
in the mixture of their colours.. Whereas If 
one denies the divinity of our Lord Jcfus Cbrift, 
and degrades the incarnate God to the meannefs 
of a mere creature { if another cries up 'the 
worthinefs of human works, and depreciates 
the meritorious righteouibefs of the glbrious 
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Mediator; if a third addreffes the incommuni- 
cable honours to a finite being, and bows to the 
image or prays to the faint ; thefe are errors 
extremely derogatory to the Redeemer's dignity, 
and not a little prejudicial to the comfort of his peo- 
ple. Againft thefe to remonftrate ; againft thefe 
to urge every argument, and ufe every diffuafive, 
befpeaks not the cenforious bigot, but the friend of 
truth and the lover of mankind. Whereas to (land 
neuter and filent, while fuch principles are propaga- 
ted, would-be an inftance of criminal remiflhefs ra- 
ther thail a Chriftian moderation. For the/^r- 
fons we will not fail to maintain a tender com- 
paflion ; we will not ceafe to put up earneft in-* 
terceffions: we will alfo acknowledge and love 
whatever is excellent and amiable in their cha- 
rafter. Yet we dare not fubfcribe their creed ; 
we cannot remit our afliduous, but kind endea- 
vours, if by any means we may reconcile them 
to more fcriptural belief, and a purer wor- 

fliip*. 

Meditations. 

* << Id fome former editions I exprefifed myfelf on this 
point unwarily and hatjhly. But my meaning and real fen- 
timents were no other than thofe reprcfented above. The 
reader, from fuch unguarded intimations, might too natu- 
rally be led to conclude that the author avows, and would 
ftir up a fpirit oi perfecution. But this is a method of dealr 
ing with opponents in religious doctrines, which he difclaiins 
as abfurd, and abhors as iniquitous. He is for no force but 
that of rational conviction ; for no conftraint but that of af- 
feftimate pcrfuafion. T/^Vj, if you pkafc, compel them t<r 
eomeinJ* 
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BENJAMIN HOADLEy, D.D. 

BISirOP OF WINCHESTER. — DIED 1761. 

TTOW many men' who are not contented 
-*' "*• \vith being in what they judge a good way 
themfelves, with the advantages of truth and Tight 
•on their own fide ; not without fuch a due fenfe 
of the miftakes and faults of others, as may in- 
fpire with a defire to reclaim and amend them, 
but think their tufinefs is to irritate and expofe 
them as far as poffible; and imagine that they 
cannot be juji to their own caufe without be- 
ing Uftjuji to that of others ; nay, that no one is 
"truly and heartily in their way of thinking, as to 
the main obje£l of their zeal, who doth not joia 
in the reviling, abufitig, and unchriftian treat- 
ment of all w'ho think otherwife ? This is vi- 
-£ble m many of all parties and all fe£ls through- 
out the world ; and yei this is as certamly con- 
trary to Chrijiian modtratian^ as it is to all hopes 
of peace in the world. For if Chrijiian fnodera^ 
tion be a yielding and pliable difpofition of mind, 
then it <:eFtainly tends to the uniting the differences 
of men. 

Perfecution, in any degree, is the invention 
and inftrument of God's greateft enemy ; and as 
Chrift difdained to make ufe of outward force 
in planting the hejl religion in the world ; fo it 
is. unchriftian and 'impious to change his method 
in fupporting it, and for this purpofe to chufe 
thefe very weapons which his enemies ufed at 
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'firft again/i him and his kingdom ; and which 
his Father, in his inffinite wifddm, rejefted as im- 
proper for the good end he then had in view. 
We may now, therefore, very juftly afk, if this 
be true according to the law of nature and the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift, how great,^ inexpreflibly 
great, is the guilt of the leaders of tliat church 
which places the whale ftrength of religion in 
die ftrength of power tmd the arm of flefli ; 
whidi turns the motives of ail that is good 
from inward to outward j which hath no care 
or concern about honejiy and integrityy but en- 
forces an unity of iHtices by fires, banifliments, 
racks, and fucli like methods ; which forfakes 
the paths of meeknefs, plainly pointed out by 
God and Chrift^ and purfues thofe of -defolation 
(and deftrudioH ? And then let us cdnfMlet- ho>^ 
much it behoves aU who have ipfFofefled to £e- 
i>araibe from that church, to feparate effedlually 
from the mofi unchriftian and diabolical thing in 
it; and to keep th^ofelves at a diftance from 
^cvery iaidency to the feme 'evil\ to ftudy the 
gofpel, and to ;put on that fpirk of charity^ cf 
jpeace, and t)f forbearance, which breathes through 
'every page of it. And this will eflFe£kually difpofe 
them not to judge or ccnfure, much more not to 
condemn and injure, opprefs and torment, the 
fervants of another mifter ; but to leave rfieir 
fellow fervants in all matters of religious concern, 
to ftand or fall by the judgment of their com- 
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moh Lord and Mafter; to whom alone, they 
muft all give an account for themfelves. 

Sermons. 



THOMAS SHERLOCK, D. D. 

BISHOP OF LONDON — DIED 1761. 

/^ O to your natural religion : lay before Tier 
^^^ Mahomet and his difciples, arrayed in ar* 
mour and in blood, riding in triumph over the 
fpoils of thoufands, and tens of thoufands, who 
fell by his vi(3orious fword — fhew her the cities, 
which he fet in flames, the countries which he 
ravaged and deflroyed, and the miferable diflrefs 
of ail the inhabitants of the earth. When fhe 
has viewed him in this fcene, carry her into his 
retirements ; (hew her the prophet's chamber, his 
concubines and wives ; let her fee his adultery, 
and hear him alledge revelation and his divine 
commifTion, to juftify his luft and his oppreflion. 
When flie is tired with this profpedt, then fjiew 
her the BUJJed Jefus^ humble and meek, doing 
good to all the fons of men, patiently inilru3ing 
both the ignorant and the perverfe— let her fee 
him in the moft retired privacies — let her follow 
him to the mount and hear his devotions and 
fupplications to God. Carry her to his table to 
view his poor fare, and hear his heavenly dif- 
courfe. Let her fee him injured but not provoked. 
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Let her attend him to the tribunal, and confidcr 
the' patience with which he endured the feoffs 
and reproaches of his enemies. Lead her to 
his crofs, and let her view him in the agoily of 
death and hear his laft^ prayer for his perfecu- 
tors — Father forgive them^ for they know not what 
they do. — When natural religion has viewed both, 
afk which is the prophet of God? But her anfwer 
we have already had — wRen fhe faw part of this 
fcene, through the eyes of the Centurion, who at- 
tended at the crofs, by him fhe fpoke and faid, 
Truly y this man was thefon of God. 

Sermons. 



THOMAS SECKER, L. L. D. 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. — DIED 1768. 

/CHRISTIAN zeal indeed is a duty that never 
^^ was more needful, and never lefs (hewn. 
'BxxtfiaJJion will do no good. If expreffed againft 
thofe who are indifferent about religion, it will 
turn them into enemies : if againft the enemies 
of religion, it will make them yet more vehement 
enemies. Befides, the extravagant things which 
men fay, ' and attempt againft us and our pro- 
feffion, are not always defigned injuries, but fre- 
quently the effe6ts of mifreprefentati^ns and pre- 
judices that have imperceptibly taken hold on 
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perfons who, otherwife, mean tolerably . well. 
Now mildnefs to fuch as thefe is but juftice; 
and to all others it is pradenco. Railing is the 
province which our adverfaries ha^e chofen, and 
let us leave it lo them. For whatever fuccefs. 
diey may meet with that way, as iqdeed they ex-» 
eel in it, we fhall meet with none, but only make 
the fpirit of Chrtfltanity be mifunderftood and ill- 
fpoken of by our own want of it Therefore, how 
injurioufly foever we may be treated, let us return 
neither injurious nor harfli treatment for it ; nor 
endeavour to mark out thofe perfons for objefts 
of popular hatred, who are ever fo unwearied in 
labouring to make us fo. 

And if undue feverity of fpeech muft be fore- 
borne tow2LxAsfirofcffcd enemies^ much more to thofe 
who may, for aught we know, defign themfelves 
for friends. Indeed w^hen it is evident that men 
only put on a pretence of wifhing well to Chrif- 
tianity, or the teachers of it ; and whilft they af- 
fedt to charge us with uncharitablenefs for quef- 
tionlng their fmcerity, would defpife us for be- 
lieving them ; there we muft be allowed to fee 
what plainly appears, and to fpeak of them both 
as adverfaries and unfair ones. Or when doc- 
trines, whatever the intention of propagating 
•them be, are inconfiftent either with the whole, 
or any part of our religion, it is no unchari- 
tablenefs, but our duty to lay open the falihood 
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.^nd the danger of them. Nay, fuppoling only 
the legal eftablifliment of religion, or fome 
branch of it be attacked, yet the attempt may 
both be injurious enough to us, and detrimen- 
tal enough to tlie public, to deferve a vigorous 
oppofition. But to Ihew /laffion and bhternefs in 
any of thefe cafes ; to take pleafure in making 
men's miftakes or defigns thought worfe than 
they are ; to judge harfhly of them with refpeft 
to another world, or expofe them to ill-ufage in 
this; to refufe them due allowances for human 
infirmity, or be more backward to own their me- 
rits than to fee their faults ; fuch behaviour ^ inftead 
of promoting truth, will prejudice the world 
againfl: it ; will give unbelievers dreadftil advan- 
tages, zxiifor ever prevent /Aa/ union arnong'Ckrif- 
tians which would procure us, above all tilings, 
the efteem of men and the bleffing of God. 

Charge to the Clergy. 



JOHN JORTIN, D. D. 

ARCHDEACON OF LONDON. — DIED 1770. 

PERSECUTION is contrary to the fpirit of 
^ Chriflianity. The religion of our Saviour 
is a religion like its audior, full of humanity, le- 
nity, and univerfal benevolence. Though he 
preached the gofpel in vain to many perfons 
whofe unbelief proceeded from a corrupted heart, 

3 
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as llimfelf declared, who knew what was in man, 
yet he neither called down fire from heaven to 
confume them, nor fent legions of angels to 
dragoon them. To their obftinacy and malice 
he only oppofed afts- of kindnefs and miracles, 
and arguments, and exhortations, and reproofs. 
He fent forth his apoftles into the world not 
to perfecute but to be perfecuted, and to eftablifh 
the wor/hip of God by fuch methods as himfelf 
had employed. 'Tis not to be imagined that out 
of the mouth which faid — Hereby Jhall all men 
know that ye are my difclples if ye loVe one another ^ 
could proceed an order to exercife all forts of 
cruelty upon men for their errors in religion. 

To banifli, imprifon, plunder, ftarve, hang, and 
burn men for their religion, is not the gofpel 
of Chrift, it is the gofpel of the dfevil. Where 
perfecution begins Chriftianity ends, and if the 
name of it remains the fpirit is gone. Chrift never 
ufed any thing that looked like force or violence, 
except once, and that was to drive bad men out of 
the temple and not to drive them in. 

The fpirit of perfecution is an inveterate ene- 
my to examining matters of faith, and to refor- 
mation of the groffeft abufes ; oppofite to this is 
the fpirit of contradiction, arid the love of novelty 
and Angularity, with which whofoever is fmitten 
is ever framing new fyftems of religion and mo- 
rality, and not able to conceal any of his awk- 
ward inventions. Happy and wife is he who 
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can keep at a proper diftance from both extremes 
— ^he cfteems the goffiel to be the greateft blefling 
which God hadi conferred upon us-rhe carefully 
cndeayours to underftand and to pra<aife it, and 
to recommend it. to others. ASts of civility and 
humanity he exercifeth towards all, but avoids 
the fociety of thofe who in their oonverfation 
and behaviour fhow a difregard to God, to 
truth, to probity, and to religion. His faifh de-^ 
pends not upon human authprity, faihion, and 
cuAom ; he reafbns and ju^lg^, and determines 
for himfelf ; but never forgets the rei^ejft due to 
civil fociety, or hat^ thofc who differ from him. 
Of all moral qualities the moft valuable is piety —^ 
the next to it is prudence, and they muft be joined 
together; for piety without prudence becomes 
enthuiia(iii and bigotry; and prudence without 
piety finks into knavifti craft. 

Serminu 



THOMAS NEWTON, D. D. 

BISHOP OF BRISTOL AND D^AN OF ST. PAULS.— 
DIED 1782. 

7* ET your moderation he known unto all men. 

Among the many ajpoftolical exhortations to 

univerfal benevolence and charity, there is iione 

lefs iwlifted upon, and yet none deferving to be 
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more infifted upon from the pulpit, than thb 
.remarkable one of St. Paul. And this, perhaps-, 
' may be thfe reafon why moderation, though it is 
fo frequently the fubjeS of difcourfe, yet is fo 
feldom the objeA of underftanding. The name 
is in familiar ufe, but few appear to have a 
right comprehenfion of the thing. We not only 
miftake it in others, but often in ourfelves. Our 
lukewarmnefe, indifierence, phlegm, and dulncfs, 
frequently pafe with us for moderation, and what 
IS yet ftrangcr, many a fiery, furious bigot, fan- 
cies himfelf a cool reafonable man; as the greateft 
perfecutors for religioii will ft ill *' think that they 
are doing God fervii:ey But if the thing is un- 
derftood by few, it is certainly praftifed by yet 
Tewer. Our debates and cpntroverfies, our di,. 
yifions and parties, afford but too vifible, too 
flagrant proof of the want of it. And even re- 
ligion, which (hould be the bond and cement to 
unite us all, is become the greateft bone:^f con- 
tention-, that which fhould abate and extlnguifli 
all aoimofities, is made itfelf to height3Pn and in- 
flame them moft. Think not that I am* come- to 
fend peace on earth (faid our blefled Sdviour) I 
came not to fend peace but a fivord\ not that fliis 
was die intent, but only would be the event -of 
his coming ; not that he could properly be the 
caufe of divifion," fuch is the perfedkion of the 
Chriftian religion ; but fuch is the perverfenefs 
of human nature, fhe ihould be made the innocent 
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occafion. Religion, like oil, is fmooth and foft; 
of itfelf, but thrown into the fire, produceth the 
hotteft and the fierceft flame. It is fo not only 
in one part, but all the world over ; Chriftian 
quarrels with Chriflian, as bad as hdathen 
with heathen ; not only papifts with proteftants, 
but proteftants with one another; and it is to 
be wifhed that churchmen themfelves had been 
•entirely free from -this leaven. I am forry that 
thefe reproaches can be more eafily objeSed to 
us than refuted. 

Now moderation^ at the firft hearing of the 
word, conveys the idea of fomething oppofite to 
a blind, precipitate, furious ifeal ; and yet, on the 
other hand, it is by no means to be confounded, 
nor indeed hat^ it thp jeaft affinity with a lazy% 
undiftinguifhing, unthinking indiflFcrence. True 
moderation is. equally diftant from both thefe, or 
any other extremes ; for one of Its principal 
chara^eriftiqs is to proportion its efteem of 
thinc^sfki: their real worth ; to be more or lefs 
coricerae(i for them as they are more or leCs va- 
luable ;' to yield a weaker or ftronger aflfent as 
there i^ weaker or ftronger evidence ; to be in- 
different about indifferent things, and to be zea- 
lous about things wherein *tis good (as the apof- 
€le faith) Jo be 'xcQlouJly offered. But though 
it b^ zealous for'fome things,- yet it hath no more 
vs^eal than kmwledge^ no more warmth than difcre- 
Jtion ; attends, not to one fide of the queftion only, 

E 2 
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■but ro both ; examines without prejudice, argues 
without paffion ; differs from others with civility 
and good manners ; though miftaken is never ob- 
jftinate ; though fure is never dogmatical ; would 
rather win by perftiafion than prevail'by compul- 
fion ; preferves a medium and meafure in tilings ; 
avoids every fort of excefs and extravagance ; 
is not even righteous overmuch (as Salomon ad- 
vifeth) ; is not over wife ; is more for promoting 
what is equitable, than for adhering to the ftri6t- 
nefs of the law ; tempers juftice with mercy ; fof- 
tens feverity with candour ; is rigid to crimes 
but tender of perfons ; punishes the offence but 
:pities the offender ; and, under the worft of pro- 
vocations and fufferings, belmves with meeknefs, 
and patience, and gentlenefs, towards all men. 
Sermon before the Houfe of Lords, 



HENRY TAYLOR, A. M. 

VICAR OF PORTSMOUTH. — DJED1785. 

TylTH AT Procofilus fays of Jujiiniany was the 
V general notion of the Chriilians for many 
ages. " He didnot believe he was goiky of mur- 
4er, when he condemned to death thofe who 
made a. profeffion of religion different from his 
own/' JBut the Chriftians have gone far J)eyoiid 
this, cuq4 /inafl^crcd Hat membecs of their own 



[ 77 ] 
churches, metely for differing upon fubje<£l« 
which neither fide underftood ! This was what 
St. yp/m wa« fo amazed at, when he faw the 
Chriftian church drunk with the blood of the 
faints and martyrs of Jefus — Jnd when I faw^ 
fays he^ I wondered with great admiration. St. John 
was not furprized that the Chriftians iliould be 
perfecuted by the Heather^; for this he had feeit 
before, in the reigns of Nero and Domitian; 
but that the. members of the meek and holy Jefus 
fliould know fo little of ths trtu fjtlrit of Chrifii-- 
ofiity as to miurder one another, was a matter of 
the greateft aftoniihment t^ him. And yet, in 
diis practical apoftacy from the moft e&ntial 
P^rt of Chriftianity, their love to one another, 
the very criterion by which be declares bis fubje^ks 
Ibould be known to belong to him, all fe<^s 
among them have agreed without exception. 
Onhodox and heretic, papift and proteftant, 
churchman and difSbnter, all, in their turns, have 
thought ^proper to ihew their zeal againft the 
natiou-defirayingjitt of toleration, as it was calkd 
in Cromwell's time; and for fetching the devil 
out of other men^s confciences, have made no 
fcruple of giving him free entrance into their 
own, not knowing what f/iirit they were of. Good 
God! what amazing ignorance, prejwiice, and 
prefumption, that men, frail men, who know not 
the eiTence of a blade of grafs, and are liable to 
overfight, mifapprebenfion, and error, upon the 
^3 
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plained fubjefts, fhould dare to murder and danrrr 

their fellow creatures and fellow chriftians, for not 

agreeing with them in opinion, about the effcnce 

of the Supreme God ! O, my foul, come not thou 

into their fecret — unto their affembly, O, my 

honour, be not thou united I 

To conclude, there have been fo many divifions 

made in the church, fo much ill-blood raifed, and fa 

many dreadful murders committed, under the pre^. 

tence of prefervingthe peace of the church, on both 

fides of the queftion, upon thefe abftrufe fubjedls, 

in which it is impoflible for men of the greateft 

learning and piety to be all of a mind — that it is 

time to return to the plain doArine, and fpirit of 

the gofpel, and to underdand it, every man for 

himfelf, with the beft help he can get, as well 

as he is able, and God will require no more of 

any man ; and fo to become one fold under one 

Shepherd, and bear with one another^s errors and 

infirmities. For the breach of charity is a more 

heinous offence in the fight of God, than a ihou- 

fend errors upon this, or any other metaphyfical 

fubjeft whatfoever. 

Ben Mor decafs Apology^ 



FRANCIS BLACKBURN, A. M. 

ARCHDEACON OF CLEVELAND.— DIED 1787. 

HTHE Protejiant religion was called the gofjiel^ in 

contraft with the paganifh fables, idolatries, 

and traditions, which made a conllderable and 
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cffential part of the popifh fyfteiii. And happy 
would it have been for the prvteftant caufe^ had the 
condudlors of it never been known by any name 
but that of EvangelicSy or Gofpellersj by which 
tliey were at firft diftinguifhed. This would, at 
leaft, have reminded them of the impropriety of 
being divided into fedls, from which they adopted 
fp many di£ferent denominations^ few of whofe 
peculiarities bad any countenance in the facred 
writings j whence it happened in the end, that 
what was aflerted to glorify the word of God in 
one .fociety, was underilood in another to debaft 
zxiA corrupt \U 

Nothing, in our prefent Ctuation, can be more 
unworthy of our minifteriat caliing^ tfian tp take* 
advantage of any perfonal efteem we may have 
from our people, or of any wrong notions they 
may entertain of peculiar gifts and privileges be* , 
longing to the clerical charader, to inculcate our 
iiVin private opinions and fentiments on dijputahle 
points of do£trine, as msitters of faith to be believed 
on the peril of their falvation. We may, and we 
ought freely to profefs our fentiments, and with a 
l)ecoming modefty give our reafons why we 
ado|^ them ; but to fay to the multitude, thus and 
thus ye muft believe^ or be fhut out of the kingdom 
^of heaven, may amaze and terrify the ignorant 
•and the fearful, and procure an outward aflent 
to what i& advanced' with fuch afiurance ; and in 

E4 
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certain circumftances may ferve, perhaps, to gaai 
over numbers to ftrcngthcn a fed or a party, but 
will not add one grain of Chriftianknowleilge, 
or Cbriftian edification to the reafonable mind of 
the humble hearer, who, whatever may be pre- 
tended, is as much intitled to the knowledge of the 
truth as the ablefl: of his teachers. True Chris- 
tianity fpeaks another language. Search the 
fcri/itares ijuhether thefe things are fa^ Believ4 mi 
every Jfiirity hut try the ffiirits whether they are of 
God? Beware of falfe Jtrojihets, Why even rf 
yourfelves judge ye not tvhatis right f I fpeak^Sxs[% 
the great apoftle of the Gentiles, ai to wife m$n^ 
judge ye what I fay. 

Be thefe OMX rules ih our teaching, and be thefe 
our inftrusftions to our hearers. Let us be <:lothed 
with die (ame moderations and with the fame Aumi-i' 
Jity; and, as far as pojBTible, prevail with our peo* 
pie to make themfelves judge, from their own dili* 
geiit fludy of the fcripturcs, what true Chrijiianity 
is. And let us be afiured, that the more we fuc- 
ceed in thefe exhortatbas tad endeavoun ; the 
more fmcere believers, and the more true fervants 
of God we fhall find among them ; and what is 
ftill more, we fhftll find more agreement in opi* 
nions, more union of a£Fe\£iions, apd more edifi- 
cation every way among ourfelves, than ever yet 
was produced, or evef will bfc, either by the ter- 
rors or allurements invented by, the. vtrifdom gf tb^ 
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world', to enforce uniformity of faith and wor- 
fhip, or by the peremptory deciflons and feniences 
of particular teachers, preteodiag with unahajlied 
ajfurance to ^ fupernatural iUuminations. The 
j^/ery cannot be great in either cafe, when the 
numbers that are added, either to an eftablifhed 
fyftem, or to a fcft or party deviating from it# are 
merely the profelytes of ignorance and credulity. 

Four Difcourfes. 



EDMUND LAW, D. D. 

BISHOP OF CA9.LISLE. — DIED 1787. 

"TTTE are ftill apt to confine the gofpel of our" 
'^ Lord as bis primitive difciples fometimes 
did, to particular nations, churches, fe6ts, and 
opinions ; to contend vehemently either about 
things in their own nature abilrufe and difiicult 
to be underfiood, and therefore not neeelTary to be 
determined ; or elfe fuch lighter matters as the ce- 
remonies, circumftances, and outward forms of 
its adminiftration, inftead of explaining and re- 
commending the true nature, end, and defign of 
it ; of being intent upon enlarging its real king- 
dom, and taking care to maintain thofe works 
which are intrinfically ^ood^ and ever /irofitabie to 
men ; inftead of attending to that more excellent 
way which the fame bleffed apoftle ihewed us ; 
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that bond of perfeffnefs which he has earneftly ex- 
horted us to put on above all things ; which he 
has taught us to efteem above ?X\, faith 2ivAknow^ 
ledgCy and even the beft miraculous gifts, 

Let-US then, inftead of judging others, or haftily 
determining of their (late, take care to fct a due 
value on, and to fecure our own falvation r inftead 
of charging God fooliftdy and ungratefully, for 
not having im|jarted the fame benefits to all 
which we enjoy ; let us rather be giving him 
continual thanks for his unffieakable gift^ and 
endeavouring to employ it to his. glory. Let 
us be intent on ftudying the pure word of God, 
and careful to interpret it in fuch a manner as 
may do moft honour to its author, and at all 
times encourage a free and an impartial ftudy 
of it. *Tis now high time to do this, and to 
awake out of fleep, fince our reformation is 
much nearer than when we firft believed ; and it 
is to be wiftied, that we ourfelves could be per- 
fuaded to examine our own ftate before others 
are obliged to do it for us ; that we were difpofed 
to help and forward, rather than check, the pro- 
grefs of every ferious enquiry ; and ftop any far- 
ther improvements in the knowledge of that, 
which of all things deferves and wants them 
moft, rather than withftand a general reforma- 
tion in religion, by rigoroufly infifting on, and 
obtruding fuch things for do£trine as are the com- 
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mandments of men, and very foreign to the ef- 
fence of it; inftead either of entertaining that 
anti-chriftian kind of fpirit, whith calls down fire 
from heaven on all who do not receive us ; 
yvhich delights' in ftraitening the way to life, and 
fhuttlng lip the kingdom of heaven againft men, 
or incurring: the woe denounced agaiAft thofe 
hypocrites who are defirous of kding men with 
heavy burdens, and binding ^upota them things 
which are too grievous to be borne, and which 
they know that none need touch with one of 
their fingers. As we fee the faults and follies 
of paft ages, a double woe will be to us, if in- 
ftead of taking warning by them, and avoiding 
the like, we are refolved'' to tread the fame fteps, 
and fill up the meafure* of our fathers. 

Theory of Religtoxi. 



JOHN WESLEY, A, M. : 

FELLOW OF LINCOLN COLLEGE, OXFORD^— ' 
,D1ED 1791. *: ♦ 

Jj^I^ when Jehu dejiarted thence y he lighted oft 
Jehonadaby the fin of Rechahy coming to mtet 
hifH, And he faluted him andjhidy Is tJnne heah 
rights as fny heart is with thy heart P and Je/iond- 
dab anfweredy it h. If it be, give me thine hand! 
'Tis very poffiWe that many good men may cii- 
tertain peculiar opinions, and fome of them may 
E 6 
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be a9 fingulftr Hereio^ is even Jehonaxiab ' war^ 
And it is' certain, io long as we .knvdj but in 
part^ that all mta will not fee ail things alike, 
it is an unavoidable confe^pence of the pncfent 
weaknefs and {hortuefs of bomaa underflanding, 
that feveral men \rAl be. df feveralntinds in ne- 
ligion as well. as in common life. So it has been 
from the beginning of the worlds and fo.it will 
be till the rejiitution of all things. Nay, farther ; 
alth6ugh every man neceflfariiy believes that every 
particular opinion which be holds is true, yet can 
no man be a(rure4 that all his own opinions, 
taken together, are true. Nay, every thinking 
man is afTured they are not, {being to be igno- 
rant of many things, and to miftake in fome, is 
the neceflary condition of humanity. Tyfe'j, there- 
fore, he is fenfiUe is his own cafe. He knows, 
in the general, that he himfelf is miftaken. AI- ■ 
though in what pai tfcti ltfi ' S he miftakes, he does 
not, pei^haps cannot know. I fay perhaps he 
cannot know. For who can tell how far in- 
vincifak ignorance may extend ? Or what comes 
to the fame thing, invincible prejudice, which is 
fo often fixed in tender minds, that it is after- 
wards impoffible to tear up what has taken fo 
deep a root. .And who can fay, unlets he knew 
every oircumftance attending it,- how far any 
luiftake is culpable ? Seeing a:U guilt omft fup- 
pofe fome concurrence of the will of which he 
.only can judge, who fearchcth the heart. Every 
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uife man, therefore, will kltow others the fame li- 
berty of thifiking which he defires they (hould 
allow him ; and will no more infifl: on their 
/embracing his opinions, than he wotild have them 
to infift on his embracing theirs. He bears with 
diofe who differ from him, and only a&s him 
with whom he delGrcs to unite in love that fingle 
queftion : Is tkim heart rights as my heart is wit^t 
thy heart f 

We may lekrft hence what is a cathfdic ffii- 
rit* It is not an indiflFerence to all opinions, nor 
an indifference as to public worfliip, nor an indif- 
ference to all congregations. But a man of a 
truly catholic fpirit, while he is fteadily fixt in his 
religious principles, in what he believes to be the 
tiitthy as it is in Refits : while lie firmly adheres 
to that worihip ef God which he judges to be 
moft acceptable in his fight, and while he is 
united by the tcndereft and dofeft ties to one par- 
ticular congregatioft : his heart is enlarged to- 
wards all mankind, tbofe he knows and thofe he 
does not: he embraces with ftrong and cordial 
a'£i£bion, neighbours and ftrangers, friends and 
enemies. This is catholic, or umverfal love. 
And he that hath this, is of a catholic fjiirit. For 
love alone, gives the title to this charafter. Ca- 
tholic love is a catholic J furit. But if we take 
this word in the ftriftcfl: fenfe, a man of a catholic 
Jpirit is one who, in the matmer above-mentioned, 
gives his hand to all whofe hearts are right with 
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Ah heart. One who knows how-to value and 
praife God for all • the advantages he enjoys; 
with regard to the knowledge of the things of 
God ; the true fcriptural manner of worfhipping 
him ; and, above all, his union with a congregar 
tion fearing God and working righteoufnefs, 
One^ who retaining tbefe bleflings with the ftrifU 
eft care, keeping them as the apple of his eye, 
at the fame time loves his friends as brethren in 
the Lord, .as members of Chjift,. and children 
of God', as joint partakers now of the prefeht 
kingdom of God, and fellow-heirs of his eternal 
kingdom; all, of whatever opinion or worfliip, or 
congregation, .who believe in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; who love God and man ; who rejoicing 
to pleafe, and fearing to offend God, are careful 
to ahjlainfrom evilj and are zealous ofgoodworksi 
Thou, D man of God, think on thefe things. 
If thou art already in this way, go on. If thou 
haft heretofore miflook the path, blefs God who 
hath brought thee back. And now run the race 
which is fet before thee in the royal way of 
univerfal love. Take heed left thou be either 
wavering in thy judgment, or flraitened in thy 
bowels. But keep an even pace, rooted in the 
faith once delivered to the faints, and grounded 
in love, in true catholic love^ till thou art fwal- 
lowed up in love for ever and ever. 

Sermon on a Catholic Spirits 
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GEORGE HORNE, D. D. 

BISHOP OF NORWICH.— DIED 1791. 

^TTHILE zeal is recommended, let not charity 
^^ be forgotten. They are by no means in- 
compatible. Who more zealous than the great 
apoftle of the Gentiles ? And where can be found 
a brighter example of charity P Boldly confuting 
and reproving falfe do6lrines and corrupt prac- 
tices, but ever ready to devote himfelf for the wel- 
fare of thofe among whom they prevailed. Af- 
ter his own example, he direfts others to f/ieaik 
the truth in hve, fo to maintain truth as not to 
violate charity, A golden precept, worthy to be 
engraven on the hearts of all who may be 
called forth to contend for the faith ^ that they may 
do honour to their caufe, and no difhonour to 
themfelves, by the manner of propofing them. 
The weight of the reafons will not be at all di- 
minifhed by the courteoufnefs of the addrefs ; in 
its efFeft it will be much increafed. Mankind 
care not to be driven ; they muft be led into all 
truth. It was the method praftifed by the apof- 
tles. It fliould be'pradilifed by their fucceffors. 

Could a plainer declaration have been made 
that the conquefts of the Messiah were not to 
be of a fecular nature ; that his kingdom was 
not of this world ? If my kingdom were of this 
uforldy faith he of himfelf, then would myfervants 
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fight. But, lo ! he taketh from them the weapons 
of war. Was there a fhield or fword feen 
among the tjhoufands of the Ifrael of God ? No 
ihield but that of faith ; no fword but that of the 
fjHrit. Like their great leader, they encountered 
their adverlaries wilh patience, and overcame by 
^ fufteriag. So far was the advent of Christ 
from carrying with it any appearance of war, 
that the nations at the time lay huihed in the 
tranquillity of an ut^erfal peace. He fpah peace 
U the heathen^ as well as to his own people the 
Jews. The waves of this troublefome world 
ceafed to tofs themfelves, and a delightful calm 
feemed to forbode the approach of thofe halcyon 
days when the Prince of Peace Ihowld maLe his 
abode among us ; like the ftiUnefs of that hallowed 
n^ht on which the angelic choir defcended to fing 
peace on earthy peace with God by the pardon of 
fin; peace with ourfelves by the anfwer of a clear 
confcietKe; peace with one another by mutual 

CHARITY. 

O divine, peace^ how lovely and how pleafaut 
doft thou appear ! How happy and heavenly is 
the kingdom of the Meifiah where thou art found ! 
Who would not wifh to fee, who would not la- 
bour to promote, the fuU accomjdiihment of pro- 
phecy in the extenfion of the kingdom and do- 
minion oiChx'A^ from fea tofea^ and from the f ivers 
to the ends of the earthy that fo all nations of the 
world might remember themfelves, and turn to ik^. 
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Lord Jefus, as many as did at the firft preaching 
of the gofpel ? And let the daughter of Zion lead 
the way, reftored to her pre-eminence among the 
churches ! We will not envy her the honour as 
fhe formerly cnyied us GentUeSy but rather rejoice 
and iliout with her in the day when fhe ihall be 
led to acknowledge her king — the king of righte- 
oufnefs, falvation, and peace ; the once lovely, 
but now highly exalted Je&u& (^Hazareth ; whp 
came to vifit us in great humility, and fhall come 
again at the appointed lioor to judge the world — 
when we Ifa^U behold him glorious as Jerufaitm 
berfelf can wiib, riding upon the heavens, ia pow« 
er and aiajefty unutterable, amidft the acclama- 
tions of faints and angels 1 Amen. 

Sermons. 




PART II. 

TESTIMONIES 
IN BEHALF OF CANDOUR & UKANIMITY, 
BY DIVINES OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.' . 



GEORGE CAMPBELL, D. D. 

PRINCIPAL OF MARISCHAJL COLLEGE, ABERDEEN^. 

" /CHRISTIANITY," it hath been faid,. 
^^ " is not founded in argument." If it 
were only meant by thefe' words, that the reli- 
gion of Jefus could not, by the finglc aid of 
reafoning, produce its full efFedl upon the heart, 
every true Chriftian would cheerfully fubfcribc 
to them. No arguments, unaccompanied by the 

* This moft excellent liivine i» ftili living, and on ac- 
count of the infirmities of age, has juft refigned his princi* 
palfliip, which he held fof a long fcries of years with dif- 
tinguiflied reputation. To his lectures and writings I was 
'firft indebted for enlarged ideas of the Chriftian religion. 
Under fuch circumftanccs, the reader will pardon me for 
deviating, in this fingle inftance, from my eftablifhed rule 
of admitting no living writers* Gratitude^ indeed, has 
prompted it, and may good Dr. Campbell (now his fun is 
faft fetting) experience the .confolations of that divine reli- 
gion whofe evidences he has ably illuftrated, and whofe 
fpirit, both in his life and writings, he has happily exem- 
plified. 
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influences of the holy fpirit, caft convert the foul 
from fin to God ; though even to fuch conver- 
fion, arguments are by the agency of the fpirit 
rendered fubfervient. Again, if we were to un- 
derftand by this aphorifm, diat the principles of 
our religion could never have been difcovered by 
the natural and unaffiAed faculties of man; this 
pofition, I prefume, would be as little difputed as 
the former. But if, on the contrary, under the 
cover of an ambiguous expreffion, it is intended 
to infmuate that ttiofe principles frbm their very 
nature, can admit no rational evidence of their 
truth (and this, by the way, is the only meaning 
which can avail our antagoriifts) the gojfiel, as 
well as common fen/e^ loudly reclaims againit it. i 
Thye Lord Jksus Christ, tlie author of our 
religion, often argued, both with his difciples and 
with his adverfaries, as with reafonable men, 
on the principles of reafon. Without this fa- 
culty, he well knew they could not be fufceptible 
either -of religion or of law. He argued from 
prophecy, and the conformity of the event to the 
predidion. He argued from the teftimony of 
John the Baptift, who was generally acknow- 
ledged to be a prophet. He argued from the 
miracles which he himfelf performed, as uncon- 
troverted evidences that God Almighty opjerated 
by him, and had fent him. He expoftulated 
with his enemies, diat they did not ufe their rea.^ 
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fi>fl on this fubjcS — TVhy^ fays he, even of ycur^ 
f elves judge ye not v^hat is right ? In Kke manner 
we are called upon by the apoflles of our LfOrd, 
to aft the part oiwife men^ 2xA judge impartially 
olwhat they fay. Thofe who do fo are highly 
commended for die candour and prudence they 
difcovcr in an affair of fo great confcquence. 
Wc are even commanded to, be always ready to 
give an anfwer to every mam that afketh us a reafen 
of our hope ; in meeknejs ta ixftruH them that ojt^ 
fio/e themfclves ; and earnejily to contend for tk$ 
faith which was once ehlkrired to the faints. God 
has neither in natural or revealed rfcfigkm, left 
Omfelfwithsut a witnefs ; ' buC has in both, given 
moral and external evidence fitffUieni to cowviiice 
the impartial^ to fileace the gainfayert and to 
render mexeufahU the eetkeift and i3at unbeliever. 
Thb evidence it is our duty to attend to and can- 
didly to examine. WtmxA/u^oveallthingSyZswe 
are exprefsly enjoined in hbly writ, if we would' 
ever hope to hddfafi that which is good. 

So &r, therefore, am I fiom being afr^d of ex- 
pofing Chrifttanity by fubnutting it to the teft 
of reaftm ; fo far am I from judging this a trial 
which it Is by no means fitted to endure, that I 
think, on the contrary, the moft violent attacks 
that have been made upon the faith of Jefui 
have been of fervice to it. Yes : I do not hefi- 
tate to afErm, that our religion hath been i»- 
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debted to Ac attempts^ though not to the inttn*- 
tlons of its bittcrcft enemies. They have tried 
its ftrength indeed, and by trying they have dif- 
played its ftrength, and that in fo clear a light 
as we could never have hoped, without fuch a 
trial, to have viewied it in. Let them therefor 
write, let them argue, and when arguments fail, 
let them even cavil againft religion as much as 
they pleafe. I fliould be heartily forry that ever 
in this ifland, the afylum of liberty, where the fpirit 
of Chrijiianity is better underftood (however de- 
fedlive the inhabitants of it are in the obfervance 
of its precepts) than in any other part of the 
Chriftian world ; I fhould, I fay, be forry, that 
in this ifland fo great a dlffervice were done to 
religion, as to check its adverfaries in any other 
way than by returning a candid anfwer to their 
'objeftions. I muft at the fame time acknow- 
ledge, that I am both afhamed and grieved when 
I obferve any friends of religion betray fo great a 
diffidence in the goodnefs of their caufe (for to 
this diffidence it can only be imputed) as to fhow 
an inclination for recuiring to more forcible me- 
thods. The aflaults'of infidels, I may venture 
to prophefy, will never overturn our religion* 
They will prove not more hurtful to the Chrif- 
tian fyftem, if it is allowed to compare fmall things 
with grtatefty than the boifterous winds are (aid 
to prove to the ftutdy oak. They ihake it im- 

3 
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petuoufly for a time, and loudly threaten its fub-» 
vcriion, whilft, in cfFeft — they only ferve to make 
it ftrike its roots the deeper and ftand the firmer 
for ever. 

DiJJirtation on Aftracles, 



HENRY SCOUGAL, A. M. 

AUTHOR OP THE LIFE OF GOD IN THE SOUL OF 

MAN.*. 

TV TAN Y Chriftians are ready to apply all the 
^^ prophecies and imprecations of the Old 
Teftamcnt, in their very prayers, againft thofc 
that differ from them ; and ordinarily the animo- 
Cties are greateft where the differences are leaft ; 
and one party of a reformed church fhall be 
more incenfed againft another, than either againft 
the fuperftition and tyranny of Rome, or the 
y 
* Mr.Scougal'flouriflied towards the end of the laft cen- 
tury. The other Scotch authors, whofe teftimonies are here 
intr^uced, ^//W/ within thefe laft twenty years. With Dr- 
Gerard, my old theological tutor, and with Dr. Shaw, whofe 
miniftry I attended, I had the pleafure of being acquaintec/, 
and am happy in paying this tribute of refpeft to their me« 
mory. Juft as the aboveteftimony of Scougal was going to 
the prefs, an idea arofe in my mind that he belonged to thf 
Scotch epifcopal church. The teftimony, however, remains 
precifety the fame, and the (erious good fenfe of the authot 
renders it dcfcrving of very particular attention. 
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•carnality- of the Mahometan faiths yea, perhaps 
you may find fome who agree in opinion and 
only diflFer in feveral ways of expreffing the fame 
thing,.andyet can fearce look upon one another 
without difpleafure and averfion. But, alas ! 
how much do ^efe men difparage that religiou 
fot which they appear fo zealous ! How much 
do they miftake tie ffurit of Chrijiianity P Arc 
the perfons whom they hate, greater enemies to 
religion than thofe who perfecuted the apoftles 
.and martyrs for profefluig it ? And yet thefe 
.were the perfons whom our Saviour commanded 
his difciples to love, and himfelf did pray for thofe 
that crucified him, and feverely checked the . dif- 
ciples, when, by a precedent brought from the 
Old Teftament, they would have called for fire 
from heaven on thofe who would not receive 
them; telling them, 7^^^ kfuw not whatf/ilrit they 
ivere ef-yUe. they did not confider by. what fpirit 
they were prompted to fuch cruel inclinations ; or, 
as others explain it, they did not yet fufficiently 
underftand the temfier and genius of Chriftianity^ 
which is purx and fieaceable^ gentle and meek— full 
fiffiueetnefs and full of love. 

If men would impartially examine their hatred 
and animofities againft the enemies of their re- 
ligion, I fear they would find them proceed from . 
a principle which themfelves would not willingly 
own. Pride and felf-conceit will 'make a man 
difdala thofe of a different perfuafion, and think 
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ita difparagement to his judgment that any (houU 
<liffer from it. Meer nature and fidf-love, will 
make a man hate thofe who oppofe the intereft 
a«d advancement of that party which hxmfelf 
hath efpoufed. Hence men are mau&y dmcs more 
difi^eafed at fotne fmall miftakes in ju^ment, 
than the greateft immoralities in praiftice ; yea, 
perhaps they will find alectet pkafure, and wicked 
fatisfadion, in hearing or reporting the faults, or 
fcandak of their adverfaries. Certaiidy the powsr 
Qfreligioriy rightly prevailing vi the foui^ would 
mould us into another temper ; it would teach 
us to love^ ^.vAjity^ and pray for the perfbns, as 
well as hate and condemn the errors they are 
fuppofed to efpoufe. It would make us wi/h 
their converfion rather than their confiifion, and 
be more dcfirous that God would £t.them for an- 
other world, than that lie would take them out 
of this. We may indeed wifli the disappoint- 
ment of their wicked purpofes ; for this is cha^ 
r'lty to them, to keep them from being the un- 
happy inftruments of mifchief in the world ; but 
he that can wifh plagues and ruin to their per- 
fons, and delights in their fins, or in their mifery, 
hath more of the devil than the Chrxftian. 

Sermons. 
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- WILLIAM CRAIG, D. D. 

aNE OV THE MINISTERS OF GLASGOW. 

TESUS conftantly avaided taking any part in 
^ the dieologica] controv^Hles of the Jews, but 
in fo far as he faw it neceflary to fecure the ef- 
fential intcrefts of tiue religion. The errors and 
corruptions of the Pharifees, as totally dfeftruijlivc 
of thefe importaiit interefts,' he publicly and fire- 
nuoufly oppofed. The diftinguifhing error of the 
. Sadducees, as it tended to diofltoy the principal 
foundation upon which he was to propagate the 
pracfbice of religion, he in like ipanner publicly 
confuted and coiulenined. Widi relation to 
every other difpute, as not having an immediate 
connefbion Tpith the virtue and happinefs of men, 
he appears to have obferved a perfeiSI: filence and 
neutrality. The perpetual aim of his inftruflions 
was to propagate the love of God and man, and 
the duties of a holy life, on the faith that he had 
come from God as the inftruftor and faviour of 
mankind. Thefe eflential intereds of pradlical 
religion being guarded an4 fecured,. he negleSed 
all inferior difputes, and taught tAe things of God 
in fuch a manner, as either to withdraw the at* 
tention of the world from every uneiTential and 
intricate debate, or to preferve fuch a temper of 
' benignity and meeknefs among men^ as might for 
ever unite the hearts^ whatever difagreement ki 
their judgments might arife* 

F 
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It is well known how much theological dif- 
putes (oftentimes concerning matters of the moft 
minute and inconfiderable moment) have diverted 
men's attentions from thofe effential duties of re- 
ligion which admit of no difpute ; nay, what un- 
juft and violent antipathies, deflrudlive of the fpi- 
rit and defign of all true religion, have arifen from 
fuch difputes. This appears to have been the 
unhappy fituation of the Jews and the Samari- 
tans in our Saviour's time, with relation to the 
controverfy which they had about the place where 
God was to be worftiipped. The Jews had 
openly renounced all focial and friendly inter- 
courfe with their antagonifts, and formed fuch an 
odious idea of their charafter, as created in their 
breads the moft implacable hatred and rancour. 
Hence, in order to cxprefs in the ftrongeft man- 
ner their averfion to our Saviour, and to give him 
the moft opprobrious appellation which their ima- 
ginations could devife, they called him ay Samari- 
tan, and faid he had a devil. The manner of 
our Saviour's deportment towards thefe religious 
antagonifts, n\erits our particular attention. It 
appears from various incidents recorded in the 
hiftory of his life, that he not only difapproved of 
that unnatural hatred and antipathy with which 
they conduced their debate, but that he had in 
his view entirely to extinguifti it. He fignified, 
indeed, in his converfation with the woman of 
Samaria, that the Jews were in the right on the 
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fubjedl in debate betweei^ them and the Sama- 
ritans ; but that, neverthelefs, the queftion which 
divided them was of fmall importance in itfelf, as 
k concerned not what was moft eflential in the 
worfhip of the Deity ; and by the zeal which he 
expreffed to inftrudl her, and the reft of the Sa- 
maritans, in the do6lrines of the gofpel, he fuf- 
ficiently declared, that notwithftanding their dif- . 
ference of opinion on the matter in debate, both 
Jews and Samaritans were equally capable of be- 
ing the true worfliippers of God. Having thus 
prepared the way for their mutual reconcilement, 
our Saviour took every proper occafion to give 
the Jews a more favourable impreflion of the 
Samaritans than they were difpofed to entertain, 
and thereby to deftroy their mutual hatred and 
enmity. Thus when he defcribes the nature and 
extent of that benevolence and charity which he 
came from heaven to propagate among mankind, 
he defcribes it as exemplified in the condudl of a 
Samaritan^ and fets it in oppofition to the con- 
duft of a JewiJ/i prieft and Levite. By this de- 
fcription he undoubtedly intended to corredl the 
antipathy which the Jews entertained againft the 
Samaritans, as perfons totally depraved. It was 
very probably with the fame amicable intention 
that Jefus reprehended in fo ftrong a manner the 
feverity of his two difciples, when they dcfired to 
bring fire from heaven to deftroy the Samaritans 
who had oppofed him in his journey to Jerufa- 
F a 
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lem — declaring that die hatred and revei^e whkh 
they exprefled was very different from the fpirit 
which he caune from, heaven to promote among 
mankind: the purpofe of his coming being mt tm 
deQroy^ but tafave the lives of men* With the 
fame intention the Evangelifl appears, to have re* 
corded the ftory of the ten lepers whom Jefua 
cured of their difeale. ' One <^ diem» it is fiud, 
was a SantaritoHy and his gratitude for the favour 
he had received is marked by the Evangelift, and 
commended by our Saviour, with this particulajc 
note of approbation — tkiU he was afiumger I 

From thefe few remarks on our Saviour's coa- 
duA with relation to the rdigioua contFoverfies 
of the Jews, it may appear that he intended to 
exclude from the plan of his inlbiiflions every 
controverfy of this nature, which had not an im^ 
mediate,jGonne£lion with the virtue and immortal 
happine(s of men, and purpofely avoided every 
intricate enquiry or debate which might either 
perplex their under ilaodiogs or divide their hearts. 
The goffitl^ indeed) was delivered by him with a 
plainnefs and fimplicity which makes it level to 
Ae capacity of every honeft mind, independeat 
of the fubtiUcy and art of all thofe curious intri- 
cate dii^iodtions by which, in afiei-ages) die 
learning and phik>fophy of mea has vainly ar^ 
lempted to explain it, 

UforfCArifi. 
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ANDREW GRAY, D.D. ' 

ABERNETHY. 

•THHE noxious difeafe of indifference to religion 
"*" in any fociety, is always greatly chcrifhed 
and promoted by a fa6tious and diviiive fpirit in 
others, by ill-placed and intemperate zeal about 
points of lefTer importance, and of a doubtful na-- 
tore. Scefitrafm and htgotry^ how oppofite foevcr 
to one another, yet are often finiilar in their in** 
finence, and produ6tive of the fame effedls ; they 
mre both equSiUy repi:^aa«it to the true ^irit of 
]«iigion. They agree in taking away aM dif*-' 
tioflion between the primary and fecoodary tmtht 
•of rdigiofi; the one by deptaeffing the fbrmer intft 
ihe difcurity of the la;tter ; the otiier by exaMiig 
ihe latter to the dignity and impcHstnnce of the 
&Rner« The fcefnlc aflaults the fyftecn of wli«- 
^dn by undermining its foundation ; the higm by 
eredling an unwieldy fuperftni£ture of periihing 
oiaterials. 

It •would be extremely imprc^er for mfe, at pft- 
Cent, to malee a diflertation on the various fe6te 
tmd fa3ions which enjoy a legal indulgence 
ftmong(Lus, and far more to enter into a difcuffion 
of their feparating principles. Perhaps it might 
juftly be thought to favour of that very l^irit of 
linimofity which we condemn at fo prejudicial ^o 
the moral influence of true religion. But in ge«- 
neral <dne might venture to afiirm, without ofl^* 

F3 



[ I02 ] 

ing the moft angry difputant, that the far greater 
number of controverfial points among Proteftants 
are carried to a much greater height, and profe- 
cuted with a keener zeal, than their weight and 
importance will bear ; that amidft fo many quef- 
tions agitated. with fo much uncharitable humour, 
the eflential points of religion feem to be but lit- 
tle underftood, and ftill lefs regarded ; and that 
its moft facred laws are often trampled on in the 
cage of difputation. 

What manifold mifchiefs doth not this fac- 
tious and turbulent fpirit produce ? Particularly 
in caufing many fuperficial enquirers to think 
that religion is merely a fubjeft of difpute and 
opinion, without any relation to life and man- 
ners ; that its tendency is fo far from promoting 
peace on earthy that it ferves only to divide man- ' 
kind more and more. Thus it is that profefiing 
Chriftians, by their tmchrijiian animqfitiesy have 
furnifhed infidels with the moft plaufible objec- 
tions againft our holy religion: whereas was 
this, truly amiable inftitution but fairly delineated, 
as taught by our Saviour and his Apoftles, and its 
exalted virtues exhibited in the lives of its vota- 
ries ; it could not fail to gain more profelytes 
than the moft excellent apologies that were ever 
written in its defence. Thefe may convince the 
judgment by difplaying its evidence ; but this 
would reach the heart, and captivate the ^fkc- 
tions to its love and obedience. Happy, indeed, 
were it, for Proteftant members of churches, that 
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are called reformed^ if the experience of paft siges 
taught them wifdora to differ in peace and cha- 
rity, and to unite their influence againft the ad- 
verfaries of their common faith. Was this the 
cafe, our religious controverfies would even be- 
come ' fewer in number, becaufe the minds of 
men would be better difpofed for feeing and 
embracing the truth, which prejudice and paf- 
iion are fo apt to disfigure and conceal from 
our view- 
To conclude, let us carefully fupprefs a fpirit 
of faction and party, fo deftrudtive of our mu- 
tual union ; and amidft unavoidable differences of 
opinion, let us ftill preferve the unity of the f/iirit 
in the bond of peace. 

Sermon before the General Affembly^ 1767- 

PATRICK CUMING, D. D. 

'npHE moft candid method of judging of Chrif^ 
"*" tianity, is to confider it as one fcheme which 
will be found to be all confiftent, wherein the fe- 
veral parts, as the ftones of an arch, are con- 
nefted with and fupport each other. Some fe- 
parate points may give occafion for debates, and 
be attended with fome difficulty ; but we ought 
not to judge of the ftrength of particular ob- 
jedlions, till we have . impartially coniidered re- 
velation in its full extent and natural fimplicity. 
F 4 
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What Lord Bacon fays of feknce in gcnecai, 
may be well appUed to Chtiiftianity : ♦* Were it 
• not hettser (fays he) in order to take a f»U vievr 
of a nobie hall, [to feC lap «w great lig-kt iShxvL 
with a fmall lamp to loo4t into erery fepaxate 
coraiBr ?" — Many of the obje£lions that 'have 
been propofed agakift the Cbriftian religion, if 
attendvdy confidered, and candidly cxaisiined^ 
may indeed be turned ioto argumenti ki its &• 
vour. For inftance, can that be called an im*- 
pofture diat propoies no motives ^ of worldly 
honours, riches, or iibnfual pieafvre, to attraiS: 
our efleem, or invite our choice ? Does that re- 
ligion bear any marks of enthufiafm, which re- 
gulates our zeal by reafon and pr4]4cAce, calmi 
our furious paf&ons, enlightens our miods vsrith 
knowledge, difpels our melancholy thoughts, 
and diffiifes a well-grounded joy ? Is it the caufe 
pf fuperftition ? It is the bcft, and I may venture 
to a£5rm the only fecurity againft it, as it gives us 
the rpoft juftand amiable notions of the Supreme 
Being, as it relieves the confcience from its ' guilt 
and fears, reduces the form of religion to great 
limplicity, and infpires the foul with a rational 
and Heady fortitude. Yea, the danger of fuper- 
ftition is rather increafed than diminirtied by infi- 
ddity and irreligion ; for it is not poflible to di^ 
veft mankind of that fear which arifes from frailty 
and guilt ; and if they fhould be bereaved of a ra-* 
tional and benevolent religion, it would be cafy to 



graft tipo<i Aait fear any fiapefftJricm tliCTr own 
foBy ttiight devife, or th^ craft a<id policy of de- 
fig4ii^ ttien itiigtrt imt>afe. Is Chriftiauky aa 
enemy to learning? Whrt-c have Ae fciencfed 
Bottrifhed fo much as in Chriftiafl Cotiiltri^s, ot 
been fo mtich ittiproTed as hy leatned Ghriftifths ? 
The reading of the fcriptHrcs, and the t^<^ma* 
tkm of religion, ^hlarged the khinds .of Htdii, aisil 
encouraged a fpirit <5f free inqtiif y. Is it a friend 
to flavery? On the contrary, k delivers Ae mini 
from die tyranny of pafBon, and from the fearS of 
guik ; it calls upon us t6 prtive txU things^ tinJ i^ 
h^ldfafi that which is ^ood. The fpirit of At 
gofpd is a fpirit of liberty, abhors oppreflion of 
ctery kind, civilizes our nature, and teaches u6 
htrtfiarrity even to our enemies. It was Chriftian^- 
ity, when fiilly eftaWifhed, that aboKfhed flavery, 
ttre cruelty of raafters to their fervants, <rf! parents 
toflieir children, the batbarotis cuftom of expofi*ng 
infants, and the bloody fhews of gladiators, which 
were fo common in heathen Rome in its moft 
civilized ftate, but were prohibited by laws of 
Chrijiian emperors. Does it excite feditions, and 
kindle wars ? Thefe have taken their rife in every 
age from the /w/?j and /laffions of men, which 
fitft war againft the foul, and which religion 
fubdnes and calms. Offen has it been the occa- 
Jioity never the caufe of perfecotion ; for nothing i$ 
more contraiy to the genius of If, when wellttfider^ 
Jioodyzn^ not perverted by feife gloffes. 
' S 
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Falfe gofpels were not obtruded on the -world 
till the genuine fcriptures were every where dif- 
perfed; and as they were publicly read in the 
daily worfhip of the Chriftians, no change could 
be made but wha^ muft have been immediately 
difcovercd. Some philofophers, from the fchools 
of the latter Platonifts in Egypt, when they em- 
braced Chriftianity, introduced endlefs allegories ; 
and, in imitation of thofe who forged writings 
in the names of Hermes, Zoroafter, and Pytha- 
goras, began to allow themfelves in what was 
cMei fiious fraudsy that they might give authority 
to their own cqnceits, or thereby invite philo- 
fophers to join them. But the primitive Chrif- 
tians were plain men, who made it matter of 
confcience to tranfmit the pure truths of the gof- 
pel, without any vicious mixture whatfoever, 
and in a language that was eafily underdood by 
all. Many various readings no doubt there arc, 
which were occalioned by the numerous tran- 
fcripts that were taken by Chriftians of what 
wa^ the rule of their faith and praftice : none of 
thefe various readings, however, afief): any one 
do£brine or duty of Chriftianity ; but all the 
copies ferve to confirm tlie authenticity of the 
fcriptures. Let us not then be moved from 
the hope* of the gofpel, Sut hold f aft the prof ef- 
Jion of our faith without wavering-— for he is faiths 
ful that hath Jiromifed. And let us conjider one aU" 
other to provoke unto love and good works. 

The Goffiel fireached to the Poor. 
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' ALEXANDER WEBSTER, D. D, 

EDINBURGtr. 

TTEARKEN men, brethren, and fathers, to 
what the Lord our God requires, that all 
of us may feek the good zni peace of Jerufalem 
with the greateft fincerity and ardour, efpecially 
with refpefk to its rehgious interefts. For this 
purpofe it is highly neceffary that we fliould ac- 
quaint, ourfelves with our Bibles^ which contain 
fuch exalted fentiments of the moft generous dif- 
interefted goodnefs ; which not only recommend 
the warmeft zeal for the temporal and eternal 
interefts of men, by the moft amiable precepts 
and animating examples ; but clearly point out 
how every one in particular may acft his part in 
promoting the general happinefs and felicity. 

But while we efteem every truth precious, 
let us fee to it that our zeal be according to know- 
ledgey proportioned to the value and importance 
of things ; and conduced with that wifdom and 
prudence, that meeknefs and condefcenfion, which 
fo well become the minifters of //;^ S^ffi^^ of fieacc^ 
and the followers of the Lamb, who are taught 
that the wrath of man worketh not the righteoufnefi 
of God. And as it is felf-evident that the true 
intereft and real honour of a Chriftian church 
can only be promoted by a fteady regard to the 
laws and inftitutions of Chrift, the alone King 
and head o£ it, we would do well to take care 
f6 



that die dodlrines for which we contend^ be tht 
faith which was once delivered to the faints^ and 
not the doHrines and commandments of men^ left 
when wc would appear for God, we be fbnnd to 
fight againft him, and overthrow that very church 
which we mean to eftablifli. 

Now unto this Almighty, all-fufficient God, 
who hath been our dwelling place in all genera- 
tionsj a wall of fire round about »5, and the glory in 
the midjl of us — unto him be glory in the church 
by Chrift Jefu« throughout all ages, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

Sermon preachtd before the General 
Affemblyy 1754. 



WILLIAM LEECHMAN, D, D. 

PRINCIPAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW. 

/^NE great advantage arifmg from a mildzxA 
^^ moderate conduft is, that it places us in the 
moft favourable fituation for.reftifying die mif- 
takes and errors of thofe who have unhappily 
fallen into them. As long as we difcover a 
real tendernefs for their interefts and charaders, 
we may juftly hope they will hearken to our rea- 
fons, and lay open their minds to convi£tion. But 
fo foon as we betray anger and bittemefs, or ufe 
diem hardily, we thereby prevent all the eflfeft of the 
ftrongcft arguments. When we fee, for inftance, 
youth, dirough a fondnefs for novelty, and die 
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raflwiefs to which that feafon of life is fiaWe^ 
hutried away to rfpoufe new opinions with great 
vehemence, and throw off cftaMiihed doftrines, 
before they have time to confider and tinderftand 
them ; if we then difco^er pafEon and refent- 
inent, we can never hope to have any power 
over their minds. But if we fticw them, by the 
whole courfe of our behaviour, that we retain a 
fincere good will to them, and a hearty con- 
cern for their interefts ; we may then, perhaps, 
prevail upon them to liften to our reafonings, and 
to fufpend their forming any fixed judgment about 
the matter, until cooler thought, and more tho- 
rough examination, make them fitter judges of 
things. The experience of mankind juftifics this 
obfervation: a man of wifdom and moderation 
fometimes convinces and reclaims thofe who 
have been mifled, but t^e wrath of man never 
works the righteoufnefs of God ; nor can he ever 
hope to fuccced in his defigns, who afts counter 
to the meek and humble fpirit of our blefled Sa- 
viour. This deferves the confideration of all 
friends to truth and virtue, and efpecially of thofe 
who are any way concerned in the education of 
^ht rifing generation. In order to preferve a pro- 
per modefty as to our notions and fentiments 
about things of doubtful difputatron, and the cir- 
cumflantials of religion, and to abate that pofi- 
tivenefs in our own * way, which is fo oppofite to 
teal humility, and which leatfc us to complain of 
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the pride of other men's underftandings, when 
there is no other reafon for the charge, thaa that 
they cannot adopt our, notions and phrafes. Let 
us ferioufly alk ourfelves the following queftions: 
Can I pretend to a clearer underftanding, to a 
more diligent and impartial enquiry into revela- 
tion, or to greater degrees of divine illumination, 
than all others who differ in opinion from me ? 
What grounds have I to imagine that I am 
in the full pofleffion of all divine truths ? Do I 
not acknowledge that I may err ? What fecu- 
rity then have I, that I do not adtually err in 
fome inftances, amidft the multitude of opinions 
which I hold ? May I not be in a miftake, nay, 
in many miftakes, though I am not confcious of 
the particular inftances ? Is there not ground to 
expeft that the admiflion into the regions of per- 
fefl: light will prove not only an enlargement, 
but a corre£lion of former views, to men of the 
wifefl, beft, and fairefl: minds? — Such queftions, 
ferioully put, and urged upon our own con- 
fciences in filence and retirement, and under the 
awful impreffion of the prefencc of the great 
-Searcher of hearts, would naturally check that 
prefumptuous confidence that our own particular 
views are certainly right, which is fo common in 
the world, and fo frequently accompanied with 
that wrath of man which never works^ the rightiouf" 
nefs of God. Such ferious foliloqiiics would lead 
us to fufpedl that we are departing from the meek.- 
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ncfs and humility of the gofpel fplrit, when we 
allow ourfelves to think and to fpeak hardly of 
others, becaufe they do not fee every thing juft in 
the fame light with us ; or have not freedom to 
cxprefs ..themfelves in our phrafes, which are, 
perhaps, not only unfcriptural, but were unknown 
in the Chriftian church for many centuries, and 
can claim no better nor higher original, than the 
dregs of the fcholaftic philofophy. 

Sermons. 



WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D. D. 

PRINCIPAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 

^T7HEN the Chriftian revelation declared 
•' • one Supreme Being to, be the fole obje6i of 
religious veneration, prefcribed the form of wor- 
ihip moft acceptable to him; whoever admitted 
the truth of it, heldof confequence, every other 
mode of religion to be abfurd and impious. Hence 
the zeal of the firft converts to the Chriftian 
faith, in propagating its doSrines, and the ar- 
dour with which they laboured to overturn every 
other form of worfhip. They employed, how-* 
ever, for this purpofe, no methods but fuch as 
fuited the nature of religion. By the force of 
powerful arguments they convinced the under- 
ftandings of men ; by the charms of fuperior vir- 
tue they allured and captivated their hearts. At 
length the civil power declared in favour of Chrif- 
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ttanity; and diou^ mimbeis, imhsting die oe*. 
ample of their fuperiors, croxi^ed into the chtEitxiiy 
many Ml adhered to their ancient fuperfticions. 
Enraged at their obftinacy, ibe mimfters of reli'*' 
grcHi, whofe seal was fiiQ ofiaimted, though their 
fan^ty and viitue were moch dktimiAied, forgot 
Co far the nature of <dieir own miffion, and of the 
ai^uments which^ they ought to have employed^' 
that they armed the imperial power againft tliefe 
unhappy men ; and as they could not Jterfuade^ 
they tried to comfid tbeoi to believe. At the fame 
time controverfies concerning articles of faith 
multiplied, from various caufes, among Chriftians 
tbemfelves ; and the fame tinhallowcd weapons 
which had firft been ufed againft the enemies of 
their religion, were turned againft esKih other. 
Every zealous difputant endeavoured to inteneft 
the civil magiftrate in his caufe, and each in hm 
turn em^ployed the fecular arm to cruih or to ex«- 
terminate his opponents. Not long after, the 
£iihops of Rome put in their claim to tn£ailabi- 
lity in explaining articles of faith, and deciding 
points in controverfy ; and bold as the pr^enfioa 
was, they by their artifices and perfcverancc im* 
pofed on the credulity of mankind, and brought 
them to recognize it. To doubt, or to deny any 
doctrine to which tbefe unerring inftru£tors had 
given the fanftion of their approbation, was held 
to be not only a refifting of truth, but an a£l of 
rebellion againft their facred authority; andfe»> 
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cuter power, of ^hicJi, by varioos arts, they had 
soquired the abfolute dire£lfon, was inftantly em- 
ployed to ai^nge both. 

Thus Europe had been accuftomed, during 
many centuries, to fee Ipeculative opinions pro- 
)>agated or defended by foroe ; the . charity and 
in>atuai forbearance which Chriftianity recom- 
lyMSods with fo much warmtii were forgotten ; 
Ae fkcwi rights of confcience and of private 
judgment were unheard of; and not only the idea 
of toleration, but even the word it/e/f, in the fenfe 
now affixed to it, was un'inmvn. A right to ex- 
tirpate error by force was univerfally allowed to 
fce (he prerogative of foch as poflef&d the know- 
ledge of truth ; and as each party of Chriftians 
believed that they had got pofleffion of this inva- 
hrable attainm^ift, €hey all claimed and exercifed, 
as &r as diey were able, the ri;^ts which it was 
fuppofed to convey. The Roman Catholics, 
fts their fyftem refted on the decifions of an in- 
fallible, judge, never doubted that truth was on 
iheir fide, and openly called on the civil power to 
repel the impious and heretical innovators who 
had rifcn up againft it. The Proteftants, no lefe 
confident that their do<5h*ine was well founded, 
required, with equal ardour, flie princes of their 
party to check fuch as prefumcd to impugn or 
to oppcrfe it.' Luther, Calvin, Cranmer, and Knox, 
the founders of the reformed church In their re- 
fpc(Stive countries, iuflidled, as far as they had 
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power and opportunity, the fame punifhments 
which were denounced againft their; own difciples 
by the church of Rome, upon fuch as called in 
queftion any article in their creeds. To their 
followers, and perhaps to their opponents, it 
would, have appeared . a fymptom of diffidence 
in the goodnefs of tlieir caufe, or an acknow- 
ledgment that it' was not well-founded, if they 
had not employed in its defence all thofe means 
which it was fuppofed truth had a right to em- 
ploy. 

It was towards the clofe of Ihe feventeenth cen- 
tury before toleration^ under its prefent form, was 
admitted firft into the republic of the United 
Provinces, and from thence introduced into Eng- 
land. Long experience of the calamities flow- 
ing from mutual perfecution, the influence of 
free government, the light and humanity acquir- 
ed by the progrefs of fcience, together with the 
prudence and authority of the civil magiftrate, 
were all requifite, in order to eftablifli a regula- 
tion fo repugnant to die ideas which all the dif- 
ferent fecSs had adopted, from miftaken concep- 
tions concerning the nature of religion and the 
rights of truth, or which all of them had derived 
from the erroneous maxims eftablifhed by the 
church of Rome. 

Hljlory of Charles th Fifth. 
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WILLIAM MACGILL, D. D- 

ATR£. 

TF all that call themfelves Chriftians would 
agree to live according to the rules of tlieir 
religion, which are not lefs clear than excel- 
lent ; if they would bend their chief attention to 
the things in which they all agree, and which 
they themfelves muft allow to be of the greateft 
importance, rather dian to thofe in which they 
happen to differ ; if, inftead of a£Fe6ling to dif- 
tinguilh themfelves by infolent pretenfions to or- 
thodoxy of opinion (which is only paying a com- 
pliment to themfelves, at the expence of their 
brethren) they would radier ftudy to be known 
by the principal and leading mark which Jefus 
Chrift hath affigned for his difciples, their love 
to one another \ finally, if each party of Chrif- 
tians, inftead of endeavouring to fwallow up and 
deftroy the reft by means of the power and po- 
licy of this world, would agree to lay afide the 
little, or if you will the great, peculiarities by 
which they ftand apart from each other, and to 
unite upon the broad and firm bafis of the 
EVERLASTING GOSPEL Contained in the books 
of the New Teftament, the only records of it 
which they allow to be x)f divine authority; 
hearkening with one confent to the voice of their 
common Mafter, learning of him. who was meek 
and lowly in heart, fpeaking the truth to one 
smother in love, endeavouring kindly to fet each 
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other right where they think they are wrong, 
but never attempting to force from others a fub- 
miflion to their fentiments widiout inward con- 
viction ; not judging or cenfuring ; not hurting 
or moleftrng one another upon account of mere 
^iFerences of opinion, which at the worft can 
be only errors in judgment i from which no 
man is entirely exempted — could we fee M/V 
temper and ffiirit prevailing among Oiriftians, 
we might yet hope that "the goffid 'of Ckri/l 
would have free couTfc, and fee glorified in Ulie 
world ; the truth would get fair play ; the name 
cf Chrift wcjuld be no longer Mafphemed aniong 
infidels, On account of the fcandalotM imftWHtil 
behaviour of his profefled followers ; all prejth- 
dices againit our religion, arifing from that quar- 
ter, would be happily removed ; the Hght of ge- 
nuine Chriftiamity, fhining before men in Xht 
lives of its profeflbrs, would almoft irrefiftibly 
invite and engage th^m to glcMify our heavenly 
Father ; the blefling of God would attend their 
endeavours to propagate it ; and this -divine reli- 
gion, feen 'in its native tmfullied luftre, and in 
its mdft falutary and beneficial efFe<Sfcs, would 
gradually prevail over the whole, earth. Then, 
in the -emphatic language of the prophet, ttn 
men out -of all fJie nations would take hold of 
tike Jk^tt of him that is a Chrijiian^ f^y^gy w^ 
will go with jfiUyforwe have heard that <jx^r> IS 

WITH YOU. 

Stnnon tn Unkj among ChryPs Difcififts. 
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DUNCAN SHAW, D. D. 

ONE OF THE MINISTERS OF ABERDEEN. 

lyn'HAT caa aflbrd a better opportunity 
of fliewiag bow /oppofite an iniemperaU 
vseal and Jurfecuting ffiim are ta tbe genitis 
of the religion of Jefus^ than die fevere rebuke 
he gave bis difcipks, for fo laucb. as propofing 
to call down fire from heaven upon the Sama- 
ritansy for an kiftance of churliih. inhofpitalitjt 
to them and their Mailer? To cosrefl a if irit 
of cenforioufnefs and uncharitabU judgment^ what 
excellent hints are fuggefted by our Lord, in the 
ftory of thofe who were deftroyed by the fall of 
the tower of Siloam ? Yet religion has always 
had its enemies. Thefe will not take the trouble 
to exaj^iine into the nature of it from the cha- 
ra£ker given of it in the focred oroides, or the 
pidlure exhibited of it in the life of the divine 
Jefus. Such examination would be attended 
with fome trouble. They commonly take that 
courfe in judging of it that is attended with the 
leaft ; and though nothing can be more unfair 
than fuch manner of judging, they form their 
fentiments of it frpm the lives of thofe who 
have no other argument to fupport their claim 
to the chara£ler of its votaries, but their pro- 
feffion of it. Knowing this, flioukl you not 
caiefuUy ftudy, if you would approve yourfelves 
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the fincere friends of religion, to add to the other 
evidences of its excellenc that which may be de- 
rived from the happy influence it has upon your 
heart and praflice ? Few are proper judges of 
the nature of evidence,- or of good reafoning ; but 
all feel the force of good example. It has fome- 
thing admirably eloquent in it, and fhould be al- 
ways exerted by the votaries of religion as a moft 
powerful recommendation of it. ' By thefe means 
you would adorn the gof/iel of Chrifi ; add to its 
laurels by making it triumph over the paffions, 
prejudices, and vices of mankind ; filence the ca- 
vils of its adverfaries, and comfort the hearts of 
its friends. 

Comparative View, 



ALEXANDER GERARD, D. D. 

PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY, KING's COLLEGE, 
ABERDEEN. 

TT IS by fuch fridtion as feems at firft fight 
likely to break it, that the diamond is polifhed 
and receives its luftre. In like manner it is by 
being fretted as it were, with every diflficulty and 
objeflion, that truth is made to fhow the full 
brightnefs of its evidence. The trial diftinguiflies 
the true gem from the fuppofed one, which in 
the lump promifed, perhaps, as fair as it ; and 
plaufible falfehoods are often as well received as 
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real truths, till both have been fubje6ked to an ex- 
a6l and fevere examination ; "but the oppolition 
of argument overturns the former, and renders 
the certainty of the latter more undeniable. No 
fpecies of truth has been fubjefted to a ftridJer 
fcrutiny, or tried by ruder oppofition, than the 
evidences of our holy religion. As foon as this 
heavenly gem was prefented to the world; bath 
Jews and Heathens fell upon it with fo great 
violence, that if it had the fmalleft flaw it mufl 
have been ihattered into pieces. It has been in the 
pofleiEon of the world for many centuries, and 
numberlefs attempts have been fucceflively n\ade 
to prove that it is a worthlefs counterfeit; but 
all thefe attempts have only contributed to evince 
with flronger evidence, that it is genuine. Every 
perfon who is at all acquainted with the (uhjedi 
knows, that infidels have derived their moft 
plaufible objeiStions againft the excellence and 
utility of the gofpel, from t/ie corruptions with 
which Chriftianity is blended in the PoJiiJJi reli- 
gion, and from the remains of the tenets and fpirit 
thence arifing, which ftill adhere to many Protef^ 
tants. Thefe have given them an occafion to 
reprefent the gofpel as a difputatious fyftem of 
dry, fpeculative, intricate, abftrufe opinions ; as 
promoting a fpirit of fuperftition, as irrational 
and abjeft as any that was ever cherilhed by any 
fpecies of Paganifm ; as giving countenance to 
prieftcraft and ufurpation over the confciences of 
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mcn^D a word, have given them an occafion to 
affirm that tlie gofpel has been produdive of no 
advantages to mankind, that, on the contrary, it 
has been, on the whole, "pernicious. When in* 
fidels lay hold of thefe advantages in their oppo- 
fidoit to the goipel, tfits has a ftrong tendency to 
putti Chriftians £Drwards in reforming their religion 
from all corruptions. When we find plaufiUe or 
ftrong objedions isofed agaiuft what has been at 
any time reckoned a part of Chriflianity; when we 
can fcarce give a rational and iatisfying de&nce 
of it, it i8 natural to examine carefully, whedier 
this be truly a part of the original gofpel, or only 
an addition to it. Many of thofe articles againft 
which infidels have ereded their ftrongeft bat- 
teries, and which they have attacked with the 
faireft profpe£t of fuccefs, have appeared on 
examination to be of the latter kind, and have 
been very generalfy ahandoned. 

Pure notions of ChrifHanity, once introduced, 
will naturally difiufe themfelves. They will by 
degrees recommend themfelves fo generally, that 
all Chriftians muft, in time, imbibe fomewhat of 
the fpirit which they raife. Even Popery has be- 
come confiderably different from vdiatit once 
was ; and it would have been ftill more reformed^ 
if artificial and political reftraints had not op- 
pofed the tendency of examination and enquiry. 
Since Chriftianity began to be depraved by ad- 
ventitious mixtures, there never was an age in 

4 
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xvhich there has appeared, fo generally as in 
the prefent, a difpofition to embrace whatever 
fair enquiry difcovered to be the real doiirinc 
of fcripturc, without any regard to the autho- 
rity of men, or to the cftablifhed diftinftions of 
fedts ; and no where has this liberal fpirit pre- 
vailed fo much, as in thofe countries in which 
infidelity has been fuffered for the longeft fpace 
of time to propofe all its objeftions freely, and 
without the fear of perfecution or legal penalties. 
But the efFeft of its oppofition has hitherto ta- 
ken place only in part. The heart of a good 
man triumphs in conceiving the period when it 
fhall have finally taken place ; in anticipating the 
time when Chriftianity fhall become, in the writings 
and apprehenfions of Chriftians, as it truly is in 
the New Teftament ; not a fyflem of nice fpe- 
culations and contentious fubtleties, but a feries 
of plain principles, evidently founded in fcripture, 
unmixed with the arbitrary explications and pre- 
carious conclufions of fallible men, all naturally 
touching the heart, commanding congruous af- 
•fedions, and by their joint force direftly incul- 
cating ^;V/y and virtue^ and promoting the refor^ 
motion and hafifiinefs of mankind. Let the Chrif- 
tian religion be univerfally and fteadily kept in this 
point of view by Chriftians ; then ft will appear 
that the moft formidable objecSlions of Infidels have' 
been diredled, not againft this religion itfelf^ but 
againft fomething totally differ enty though unhap- 
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pily confounded with it ; then the excellence of 
Chriftianity will jfhine confpicuous and indifpu- 
table ; then all its evidences will operate on the. 
underftanding with their full force ; then its truth 
will be ftrikingly perceived, like the beauty of a 
fine pifture placed in a proper light ; then too 
Chriftianity will have its native influence on the 
temper and pradlice of mankind ; it will be a vi- 
tal firincilile of real goodnefs \ virtue and joy, its 
amiable children, will ftand up and declare, with 
a voice of irrefiftible perfuafion, that it is truly 
the offspring of the Mojl High. Every man, who 
is adluated by the gofpel, will feel its truth from 
his own experience of its efficacy, and will have 
the witnefs within himfelf that it. is the word of 
Gody the incorrulitible feed of holinefs and felicity. 
All men will fee with their eyes fuch marks of 
its power, as cannot fufFer them to doubt of its 
truth and divinity. How glorious a tcjlimony 
would this ftate of things give to our religion I 
What fplendour would it confer upon its evi- 
dences ! The gofpelj maintained in its purity, 
and vigoroufly conceived, tends to produce this 
ftate of things ; and the vigilance and oppofition 
of infidels is one very powerful mean of exciting 
Chriftians to maintain the gofpel in its purity. 

DiJJertations on the Genius and Evir 
dences of Chriftianity. 
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JOHN LOGAN, F. R'. S. EDIN. • 

ONE OF THE MINISTERS OP LEITH. 

"D Y Si fervency ofj/tirit inferving the Lord^ mufl: 
be underftood an ardent and aftive defire of 
loving the Lord, of worfliipping him in fincerity, 
and obeying his commands with all our hearty 
with all our foul i with all our mind^ and with all 
our ftrength. It confifts not in a few tranfient 
fits and ftarts of natural devotion, when we are 
in jeopardy, without help of man ; neither is it 
a wild blaze of religious paffion, that flafhes and 
vaiiKhes ; much lefs fliall it be profaned by con- 
founding it with thofe furies, enthufiaftn dLn^fufier- 
fiiuon^ who would drench a country with inno- 
cent blood, under pretence of ferving the Lord — ' 
Curfed he their anger ^ for it is fierccy and their 
wrath, for it is cruel. O my foul , enter not thou into 
their fecret I 

True fervor of ffiirit proceedeth from above ; 
it is a beam from the Father of Lights, pure and 
benign, which at once enlightens and warms the 
mind ; it is a ray from the Sun of Righteoufnefs^ 
bright even at the beginning, and which ^/;7^/A 
more and more unto the perfect day ; it is a temper 
wrought into the heart by the lioly fpirit, com- 
pounded of love to God and of vceal for his ho* 
nour, attended with charity to man. 

Do ye confider, my brethren, the dignity and 

G 2 ' 
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importance of that religion to which your attach^- 
ment is required ? Do ye, refledl that this is the 
mafter-piece of infinite wifdom ? That here the 
Ahuighty made bare his holy arm and put forth 
his ftrength ? All events, whether profperous or 
ndverfe, whether malignant or benign, have co- 
operated towards the advancement of our religion. 
Saints have eftabliftied it by their lives ; mar- 
tyrs have confirmed it by their deaths ; hypo- 
crites have added ftrength to it by their diffi- 
mulation ; tyrants have purified it by their pcr- 
fecutions ; infidels^ have corroborated it by their 
oppofition ; die arrows of its enemies have 
ferved for its protcdtion ; the refiftancc which 
it has met with from the combined wit and ge- 
nius, and malice of mankind, have brought forth 
thofe illuftrious and immortal defences which efta- 
blifh its truth upon the bafis of demoniiration. 

Eternal Jehovah ! when we tranfgreffed a- 
gainft thy commandments, and loft our original 
innocence, thy mercy forfook us not ; thou 
hadft compafiion upon the oiFspring of Adam ; 
thine eye looked with pity ; thou didft lay our 
help upon one who was mighty to fave ; him, in 
the fulnefs of time, the ambaflador of Jieace^ 
and reconciliation^ and love, thou didft fend. Our 
ears have heard the joyful found, our eyes have 
feen the falvation of God. This is a day of the 
Son of Man ! Glory be to God, that Jkeace is 
proclaimed on earthy and good-will to the childrea 
of men ! 
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God of the patriarchs I who faw afar ofF 
this (lay : God of the prophets ! who foretold its 
arrival : God of the i^ighteous men ! who defired 
its approach: God of the evangelifts and apof- 
tles ! who firfl beheld the day of the Mejjiah r 
God of the martyrs and confeflbrs ! who honoured 
it with their blood : God of our fathers ! who, 
within thefe walls, have kept it in rememberance : 
God of our children ! who will commemorate 
it when we {ball fleep in the duft ; God of time ! 
God of eternity ! defcend now, make thyfelf 
known to us ; and fill this houfe with thy glory ► 
Amen, 

Sermons I and Cekhratlon of the Lgrd^s Sufipet\. 
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PART III. 

TESTIMONIES 
m BEHALF OF CANDOUR ^ ITSAmMTTYy 

BY 

DIVINES AMONG THE PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 



PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D. D. 

NORTHAMPTON *. 

JF there he^ therefore^ any confolation in Chriji^ if 
any comfort of love ^ if Any fellowjhiji oftheffii^ 
rit, if any bowels and mercies^ fulfil ye my joy ^ that 
ye be like minded^ having the fame love^ being of one 
accord^ of one mind. If it indeed be, as it cer- 

* The places mentioned after the minifters names are 
the towns where they exercifed their miniftry ; and when 
.no names of places are fpecifiedy the minifters were fettled 
in London, or in its vicinity. It became ne^ceffary to ufe 
this mode of chara6terifing the Divines of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, and among the Diflentfers, becaufe they have not, like 
thofe of the Church of England, any ecclefiaftical dignities 
by which they are diftinguifhed. 

It gave me particular pleafure, when looking into the 
works of the amiable and learned Doddridge, to find that 
he had publifhed a fermon, in which he illuftratcs and 
urges the virtues of Chriftian candour and unanimitjf,yfhich 
it is the objc£t of this little work to recommend. The 
above teftimony fo fully expreffes my own fentimcnts on the 
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tainly is, a teft of true eloquence, that it 
is fuiteJ to (Irike powerfully upon the minJs 
of all, however different in genius, educationi 
or rank, I cannot but conclude that every one 
here prefent muft already acknowledge thefc 
words to be a remarkable fpecimen of it, even 
before we proceed particularly to illuftrate them ; 
and having felt foraething of their 'pleaCng" ener- 
gy, while we have been reading them, is ready 
to confefs, thit the fentiment they contain is 
finely conceived, and pathetically expreffed. But 
ill fliall we anfwer the great defign of the Apof-^ 
tie, if we reft in the mere acknowledgment of 
this. His views were much more worthy of 
him whofe minifter he was; he laboured to dif- 
fiife, through the breafts of his fellow Chrif- 
tians, that fjtirit of loiie which was ijti his own, 
as a Gonftant fpring of living water. And 
what more convincing proof can be given of 
the deplorable diforder of men's minds, than 
that fuch addreffes, proceeding from fuch a man, 
yea, I will add, the yet more forcible addrefs of 
his divine Mafter and ours, fhould have produced 
fo little effe£t ; that fuch difcord and animofity 

fubje^t, that I hare made it introduftory to the remaining 
contents of the volume. Of this fermon, Dr. Kippis, in" his 
Life of Doddridge, has juftly obferved, " This is an admirable 
difcourfe, and exhibits a fine tranfcript of the author's own 
mind, which was fully attuned Xox^at, virtue he recommend- 
cd.** Dr. Doddridge died, 1751, at Lifbon, whither he 
went for the recovery of his health. 
G 4 



fliould fo early, fo long, I had alrnoft faki fo uni- 
vcrfally prevail in the Chrijiian churchy amidft 
all the incentives, amidft all the intreaties, amidft 
all the tender adjurations, as well as the god- 
like examples, which the f acred oracles exhibit to 
charm us into the «q/? endeared affe^ion, But» 
alas ! thcfe incentives and intreaties, thefc adjura* 
tions and examples, are overlooked, as not having 
liiftre enough to detain our attention. For wc 
too generally feem to ftudy our bibles (if we ftudy 
them at all) for amufement or oftentation, rather 
xh^n Jira^ical in{lru£bion. Wc fix on fome cu* 
rious incident or high {peculation, and are firft 
ingenious to explain it where it cannot be ex- 
plained, and then impaifioned to defend it, as if 
it were fundamental truth, till we beat out the 
facred gold fo thin, that every breath of air car* 
lies it away : whilft tibe plain things, that tend 
to infpire an heavenly tempm*, and lead us on 
to the moft exalted goodnefs, are flightly paf- 
fed over, as too obvious and vulgar to engage 
our attention, or excite our emulation. Thus 
we feed our pride by what was intended to 
humble it, and make that the prize of mutual 
contention, which was defigned to be the bond 
■ of love. What wife man has not obferved this ? 
What good man has not lamented it ? Yet, alas ! 
who fo wife as in all inflances to have avoided 
it ? Who fo good as to have exerted himfelf to 
the utmoft to cure it ? 
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Where we, and our brethren, agree in attend* 
ing to the one thing which X^hriftianity w*s de- 
igned to teach us, furely an agreement, in tfuit 
iOiould unite our mind^ more than any difi^-^ 
r«nc«, confiftent with th».t agreement, ihould di- 
yide diem. To reverence >vitb fili^il duty an<ji 
love the God of heaven, and to adore him with^ 
integiity of heart ; to honour Jefus, his fon, as 
his brighteft image, fubfcribing to the truth of 
all he is biown to have revealed, and the autho* 
rity of all he is apprehended to command ; con- 
fcientiouily to abiUin from every known evil i 
and to pra^tice^ as far a& human infirmity wiljl 
permit, the coraprchenfive precepts of living fober^ 
ly.^ righteQuJly^ and godly, Jiill looking for the mercy 
pf our Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life \ afluredly 
expedling a future judgment, and an eternal 
world; carefully endeavouring to prepare for 
both, by fetting the affeftions on thofe great ob*^ 
jefts which the gofpel opens to our view ; and 
finally, being habitually ready to facrifice life, 
and all its enjoyments, to that bleffed hope-— 
This, this, my brethren. Is the efiential character 
irf every ChiiAia^ \ and where we fee this,^ fliovld 
avc cftecm it a difficult thujg to live peaceably 
*with him in whom we difcern k ? Should we ar- 
rogate it to ourfelves as any tiigh praife, that we 
do not cenfure, that we do not grievp, that we do 
not injure him, becaufe he follows not us f I^ 
this die man to .he hai^ or ftifpe<til;ed ? \ .wiU 
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add, can we refufe to efteem and embrace hira, 
merely becaufe he worftiips in another affembly, 
or according to a diflFerfent form ) becaufe he ex- 
prefles his apprehenfions about fome of thefe 
dodtrines in different words ; becaufe he cannot 
fee all that we think we difcern in fome paiFages 
of fcripture ; or becaufe he imagines he fees (bme- 
thing which we difcern not ? Is it, after aH, fo 
great a matter to love a charadler, which, amidft 
all its imperfe6lions, is, in the general, fo juftly 
amiable } Nay, inftead of thinking much of any 
afts of kindnefs which it is in our power to per- 
form for fuch a fellow difciple, ought we not ra- 
ther to lament that we can do no more for his 
fervice ? Ought we not to endeavour rather to 
fupply, in our fervent prayers to God, the lack of 
tha^ further fervice which Chriftian benevolence 
didlates, but which the narrow limits of our con^ 
dition and our nature will not allow us to per- 
form ? 

Love not only guards the mind from the fu- 
rious and diabolical pallions of rage, envy, ma- 
lice, and revenge, which tear it like a whirlwind^ 
which corrode it like a cancer, which confume 
it like rattennefs in th hnesy but fills it with a 
thoufand gentle and pleafing fenfations. Love 
diftils a fragrant balm into the foul» that, while it 
heals the wounds which contrary paffions have 
made, difFafes a nwft gratisful and reviving per- 
fume, mod juftly^ compared to tkt ointment poured 
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9n Aaroit's Aead^ or the refrefhlng dew defcendln^, 
on Hermon and Si on, and making all the coun- 
try between them to ftiare in its copious bleffings. 
Let us often refledl with ourfelves, how amiable 
and excellent it Is ! what an ornament ! and 
indeed, with all its meeknefs and tendernefs, what 
a defence to true Chrijiianity ! Let us accuftom 
ourfelves to think, fo far as our beft information 
reaches, what the face of the Chriftian church 
has, in faft, been, amidft all the mutual animofi- 
ties that have reigned among its members ; and, 
on the other hand, let us try to imagine what it 
would have been, if that Jiaclficy gentle^ beneficent 
temper, which the goffiel recommends, had con- 
ftantly, had generally been prevalent, and every 
angry, turbulent, and malignant thought and paf- 
fion had been brought into fweet fubjeftion to 
the laws of Chrift. But who can make the com- 
putation, whether we confider its afpedl on pre- , 
ient, or on future happinefs ? Who can calculate 
how widely Chriftianity would have been fpread, 
while the admiring world had been charmed by fo 
bright a light, had been melted by fo celeftial a 
flame? Who can imagine what delights had 
fprung up in every breaft, and how they had been 
multiplied by refleftion from each ? Above all, 
who can conceive how large a colony the regions 
of perfeft love and blefiednefs would have receiv- 
ed from the peopled earth ! 
g6 
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The lowed underftanding, the meaneft educa- 
tion, the mod contemptible abilities, may fuffice 
to give hard names, and to pronounce fevere cen- 
fures. A harfli anathema may be learnt by heart, 
and furloufly repeated by one that could fcarcc 
read it ; and, as was in truth the cafe, in fome an- 
cient councils, may be figned by thofe that can* 
not write their names. But true cathoUcifm qf 
temper is a more liberal thing ; it proceeds from 
more enlarged views ; it argues a fuperior great- 
nefs of mind, and a riper knowledge of men and 
things. And the man, who is bkffed with fuch 
advantages, ihould be fo much the more folicitous 
that he does not, on any provocation, add the 
weight of his example to fo bad a caufe as 
that of uncharitablenefs always is. He owes it 
to God, and to the world, that fuch an influence 
be employed to the happy purpofes of healing the 
wounds of the Chriftian church, and of conci* 
Hating the afFe£iions of good and worthy men 
towards each other, till their united counfels can 
regulate its diforders, and reftore to it a form 
more worthy of itfelf. 

And Oh ! may the God pf the fpirits of all 
flefli, the God and Father of our Lordjefus Chrifi^ 
who is the Author of Veace and Lover of Concord^ 
hear the prayers in which our hearts would unite 
with all our brethren: humbly interceding for 
the profperity of the imiverial cburchf ** That 



[ 133 ] 
It may be fo guided and goveraed by his good 
fpirit, that all who profefs, and call them- 
felves Chriftians, may be led into the way of 
truth, and hold the faith once delivered to the 
'faintSy in unity of fpirit, in the bond of peace, and 
in righteoufnef^ of life, through Jefus Chrift." 
Amen. 

Sermon on Candour and Unanimity. 



RICHARD BAXTER* 

DIED \6^\. 

'T'HE Jews, that perfecuted Chrift and his 
"*" Apoftles, had the teftimony of Paul him- 
felf, that they had a %ealfor God^ but not according 
to knowledge ; and St. Paul faith of the deceivers 
and troublers of the Galatians (whom he wiflietix 
even cut oft) that they did zealoufly affe<5^ them, 
but not well. And he faith of himfelf, while he 
perfecuted Chriftians to prifon and to death — / 
was zealous towards God, as ye are all this day. 
Was not the Papift's St. Dominic, that ftirred up 
the perfecution againft the Chriftians in France 
and Savoy, to the murdering of many of them, a 
very zealous man ? And are not the butch.crs of 
the inquifition zealous men ? And were not the 

* This great and good man was one of the moft praSi- 
. £al writers of the laft century. A large volume might be 
extra6bed out of his writings, in behalf of candour, charity^ 
and moderatioii. 
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* authors of the third canon of the general council 
at the Lateran, under Pope Pnnocent the third, 
very zealous men, that decreed th^t the Pope 
fhould depofe temporal lords, and give away their 
dominions, and abfolve their fubjefts, if they 
would not exterminate the godly, called heretics P 
Hath not zeal caufed many of later times to rife 
up againft their lawful governors, and many to 
perfecute the church of God, and deprived the 
people of their faithful paftors, without compaf- 
fion on the people's fouls ? Doth not Chrift fay 
of fuch zealots — T/te time cometh^ when whofoever 
kilUthyou^ will think he doth God fervice. There- 
fore Paul faith, // is good to he %ealouJly affefled al^ 
ways in a good matter ; fliowing you that zeal, in- 
deed, is good, if found judgment be its guide. It 
is fad to obferve what odious adlions are com- 
mitted in all ages of the world by the iudigation 
of mifguided zeal, and what a (hame . an impu^ 
dent zealot is to his profeffion; while making 
himfelf ridiculous in the eyes of the adverfaries, 
be brings his profeflion itfelf into contempt, and 
maketh the ungodly think that the religious are 
but a company of tranfported, brain-dck zea- 
lots ; and thus they are hardened to their perdi^ 
tion. How many things doth unadvifed aflFec- 
tion provoke well-meaning peojile to, that after- 
wards will be their ihame and forrow ? Labour, 
therefore, for knowledge and foundnefs of under^ 
Jiandingy that you may know truth from falfe.-- 



t »35 ] 
hood, good from evil, and may walk confidently 
while you walk fafely; and that you become 
not a rtiame to your profeffion, by a furious 
profecution of that which you muft-, afterwards, 
confefs to be an error ; by drawing others to that 
, which you would, after, wifh that you had ne- 
ver known yourfelves. And yet, fee that all 
your knowledge have its eflScacy upon your heart 
and life\ and take every truth as an inftrument 
;of God to reveal himfelf to you, or to draw your 
heart to him, and conform' you to his holy will. 

Ke^p right apprehfenfions of the excellency 
of charity and unity among believers, and receive 
nothing haftily that is againft them ; efpecially 
take heed, left under pretence of their authority, 
their number, their foundnefs, or their holinefs, 
you too much addi£l yourfelves to any fe6l or 
party, to the withdrawing of your ffiecial lovi 
and juji communion from other Chriftians, and 
turning your zeal to the intereft of your party, 
with the negleft of the commoq intereft of the 
church ; but love a Chriftian as a Chriftian, and 
promote the unity and welfare of them all. It is 
a moft dangerous thing to a young convert to be 
enfnared in a ItSt ; it will, before you are aware, 
poffefs you with a feverifh fmful zeal for the 
opinions and interefts of that feft ; it will make 
you bold in bitter inve6tives and cenfures againft 
thofe that differ from them ; it will corrupt. your 
church communion, and fill your very prayers 
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with partiality and human paflions ; it will fe^ 
crecly bring malice, under the name of zeal, into 
your minds and words ; in a word, it is a fecret 
l>ut deadly enemy to Chrijlian love and Jieace. 
Let ihero that are wifer, and more orthodox and 
godly than others, (hew it a$ the Holy Ghoft di- 
refteth them, James, chap. iii. ver. 13, 14, &c. 
Who is a wife many and endued with knowledge 
among you ? Let him Jhew out of a good convert 
fatlon his works y with meeknefs ofwifdom. But 
if ye have bitter envying (ar zeal) andjirife in your 
heartSy glory noty and He not againfi the truth. This 
wifdom defcendeth not from abovey but is earthly , 
fenjualy and devilifh : for where envying and flrife 
isy there is confufiony and every evil work. But 
the wifdom that is from above is firfl fmrey then 
pieaceable^ gentle^ eafy to be intreatedy full of mer*^ 
cy and good fruits y without fiartiality (or wrang^ 
ling) and without hypocrify. And the fruit ^ 
righteoufnefs is fown in Jieace of them that makr 
Jieace, 

Chrtftian DirtHory. 



ROBERT BARCLAY, 

APOLOGIST FOR THE (RAKERS.— -DIED 1691. 

/CHRIST abundandy hath fhewn by his ex- 
^^ ample, whom wc are chiefly to imitate in re- 
ligious matters; that is^ by perfiiafion a&d the 
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power of God, not by whips, imprifonments, ba- 
niflimcnts, and murderings, that the gof/tel is to be 
propagated; and that thofe that arc the propaga- 
tors of it, are often to fuffer by the wicked, but 
never to caufe the wicked to fuffer. When he 
fends forth the difcipks, he tells them, he fends 
them forth as lambs among wolves^ * to be willing 
to be devoured, not to devour ; he tells them, of 
their being whipped, imprifoned, and killed for 
their confcience, but never that they fliall either 
whip, imprifon, or kill — and, indeed, if Chriftians 
muft be as lambs, it is no^ the nature of lambs to 
deftroy or devour any. 

It was contrary to the nature of Chrift's got 
pel and miniflry tp ufc any force and violence in 
the gathering of fouls to him. This he abundant^ 
Jy expreffed in his reproof to the two fons of 
Zebedee, who would have been calling for fir* 
fr$m heaven to burn thofe that refufed to receive 
Chrift. It is not to be doubted but this was as 
great a crime as now to be in an error concern* 
ing the faith and dodlrine of Chrift. That there 
was not power wanting to have puniftied thofe 
refufers of Chrift, cannot be doubted ; for they 
that could do other miracles might have done 
this alfo. And, (moreover, they wanted not the 
precedent of an holy man under the law, as did 
Elias— yet we fee what Chrift faith to them — 
Yf know HQt what Jfiirit ye are of \ for the f on of 
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man is not come to deftroy men^s Hves^ hut to fave 
them. Here Chrift fhews that fuch kind of zeal 
was no ways approved by him ; and fuch as 
think to make way for Chrift, or his gofpel, by 
this means, do not underftand what ffitrlt they are 
of. But if it was not lawful to call for fire 
from heaven to deftroy fuch as refufed to re- 
ceive Chrift, it is far lefs lawful to kindle fire 
upon earth to deftroy thofe that believe in Chrift, 
becaufe they will not believe, nor can believe, as 
the magiftrates do, for confcience fake. And if 
it was not lawful for the apoftles, who had fo 
large a meafure of the fpirit, and were fo little 
liable to miftake, to force others to their judg- 
ment — ^it can be far left lawful now foremen 
that, as experience declareth, and many of theiti- 
felves confefs, are fallible, and often miftaJcen, 
to kill and deftroy all fuch as cannot, becaufe 
otherwife perfiiaded in their minds, judge, and 
believe in matters of confcience, juft as they do. 
And if it was not according to the wifdom of 
, Chrift, who was, and is. King of Kings, by out- 
ward force to conftrain others to believe in him 
or receive him, as being a thing inconfiftent with 
the nature of his miniftry and fpiritual govern- 
ment, do. not they grofsly offend him that will 
needs be wifer than he, and think to force men, 
againft their perfuafion, to, conform to their doc- 
trine and worfhip ? The word of the Lord faid, 



[ 139 ] ' 

not by power and by mighty but by the f/tlrlt of the 
Lord\ but thefe fay, not by the fpirit of the Lord^ 
but by might and carnal fiower. 

Apology for the Quakers. 



WILLIAM BATES, D. D. 

DIED.— iGy9. 

TlirE are commanded, above all things y to have 
^ ' fervent charity among burf elves. This 
principally refpcfts Chriftians, who are united 
by fo many facred and amiable bands, as being 
formed of the fame eternal feed, children of the 
fame heavenly Father, and joint heirs of the fame 
glorious inheritance. Chrifiian charity hath a 
more noble principle than the affeftions of na- 
ture ; for it proceeds from the love of God, (hed 
abroad in believers, to make them one heart and 
one foulyZxA from a more divine pattern, the ex- 
ample of Chri ft, who hath by his fuflferings re- 
flored us to the favour of God, that we (hould 
love another even as he hath loved us. This duty 
is moft ftrid^ly enjoined, for without love^ ange- 
lical eloquence is but an empty noife (i Cor. 13.) 
and all other virtues have but a falfe luftre: 
prophefy, faith, knowledge, miracles, the high- 
eft outward afts of charity or felf-denial, the 
giving our cftates to the poor, or bodies to mar- 
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tyrdom, are neither pleafing to God, nor profit- 
able to him that does them. 

God difcovers his nature, that we may imitatti 
him, and his works, that we may glorify him. 
All the precepts of the gofpel are to embrace 
Chrift by a lively faith, to feek for righteouf- 
nefs and holinefs in him ; to live godly ^ righteoujly^ 
and foherly^ in the prefent world. When our Sa- 
viour was on earth, the end of his fermons, as 
appears in the gofpels, was to regulate the lives 
of men ; to conc£b their vicious fiajjionst rather 
than to explicate the greateji myjieries. Other 
religions oblige their difciples, either to fome ex^' 
ternal adlions that have no moral worth in tbem> 
fe that it is impoffible for any one that is guided 
by reajon to be taken with fuch vanities^ or they 
require things incommodious and burthenfome. 
The priefts of Baal cut themfclves ; and among 
the Chinefcy though in great reputation for wif- 
dom, thRix JunlterUs expofe themfelves, half-nake4« 
to the injuries of the fliarpeft weather, with a 
double cruelty and pleafure of the devil, wha 
makes them freeze here, and expeAs they (hould 
bum for ever hereafter. It is not the moft ftridk 
pbfervance of ferious trifles, nor fubmitting to 
rigorous aufterities, that ennobles human nature, 
and commends us to God. The moft xealou^ 
performers of things indifferent, and that chaftife 
themfelves with a bloody difcipline, labour fiar 
nothing, and may pafs tp hell through pur^ 
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toiy ; but the religion of Chrtfl reforms the un» 
derftanding and will, and all the actions depend^ 
ing on them ; it chafes away error^ and vice^ and 
hatredy and fheds abroad light and love, purity 
and peace, and forms on earth a lively reprefenta- 
tion of that pure fociety that is in Heaven. 

Harmony of the Divine jtttributes. 



JOHN HOWE, A. M. 

AUTHClR. OF THE LIVING TEMPLE. — DIED 1705% 

'T^O judge Other merCs confciences is of fo near 
"^ affinity to governing them^ that they that can 
allow therafelves to do the former, want only 
power^ not will or inclination, to offer at the 
other too, which puts the matter out of doubt, 
that when men of this temper complain of fuch 
ufurpation, it is not that they think it an offence 
in itfelf but agennji them only ; and that no con- 
fciences ought to be free but their own. The 
proof of an honeft and equal mind herein is — 
when we judge this to be evil^ not being hurt by 
ity or abhor to hurt others in this kind, when 
we have power to do it ; upon which account 
that paffage is memorable of the Emperor Maxi- 
milian n. to a T:ertain prelate — ^that there was no 
Jin^ no tyranny more grievous^ than to affe^ domi- 
nion over merCs confciences ; and that they who dofo^ 
go about to invade the tower of Heaven — a con- 
3 
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fiderable faying from fo great a prince, that lived 
and died iii the Roman communion. What (hall 
be thought of any fuch Proiejlants, that, without 
any colour, or fhadow of a ground, befides di£Fer- 
ing from them in fome very difputable and unim* 
portant opinions, fhall prefume to judg^ of other 
men's confciences (confequently of their ftate 
God-wards) which fuch a one as he thought it fo 
prefumptuous wickednefs to attempt to over-rule 
or govern ? All are for the trutfiy and they are all 
for /leace and union ; by 'which fome, indeed, more 
gently mean, they hope all will quit their former 
mijiaken opinions and ways ,(as, in great kindnefs to 
themfelves, they take for granted all men's arc 
but their own) and come wliolly over to them ; 
others, that have not breads capable of even fo 
much charity as^this, not only are as much lovers 
and admirers of themfelves, but fo vehement ha- 
ters of all that prefume to differ from ihem, that 
they think them not fit to live in the world that 
durft adventure to do fo ; the meaning, there- • 
fore, of their being for peace is, that they would 
have all deftroyed that are not of their minds; 
and then, when they have made a defolation^ fo 
that they, themfelves, are left alone in the world, 
that they will c-hHCl jieace. 

How little any of us know, or are capable of 

knowing, in this ou;* prefent ftate ! that they that 

think they know moft, or are moft conceited of 

their own kaowledge, kn(m) nothing as they ought 

4 
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to know. That they that are moft apt to contend, 
do, moft of all, fight in the dark. That it is too 
poilihle there may be much knowledge without love. 
How little fuch knowledge is worth ! That it 
profits nothing. That it hurts, puiFs up, when love 
edifies. That the devils know more than any of 
us ; while their want of love, or their hellifh ma- 
lignity, makes them devils. That as by pride 
comes contention, fo humility would contribute 
more io peace (and to the difcerning of truth too) 
than the moft fervent difputation. But to clofe 
all, I pray, let us xonfider we are profefledly go- 
ing, to heaven, that region of light and llfcy and 
fiurity and love. It well, indeed, becomes them 
that are upon the way thither, moderately to en- 
quire after truth. Humble, ferious, diligent en- 
deavours to increafe in divine knowledge are 
very fnitable to our prefent ftate of darknefs and 
imperfediion. The produft of fuch enquiries 
we ihall carry to heav.en with us. We ftiall car- 
ry truth and the knowledge of God to heaven with 
us. We fliall carry purity thither, devotednefs of 
. foul to God and our Redeemer ; divine love and 
joy, if we have their beginnings here, with what- 
foever elfe of real permanent excellency, that 
hath a fettled fixed feat and place in our fouls 
now, and flail there have them in perfedtion. 
But do we think we (hall cdMy Jlrife to heaven ? 
Shall we carry anger to heaven ? Envyings^ heart- 
hurningSy anlmojitiesy enmities^ hatred of our bre- 
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thren and Mow Chriftians, fhall we carry theife 
to Heaven with us ? Let us Ijcbour to diveft our- 
felves, and ftrike off from our fpirits every thing 
that ftiall not go with us to heaven, or is equal- 
ly unfuitable to our end and way, that there may 
be nothing to obftrud and hinder our abun 
dant entrance, at length, into the everlajling 
kingdom. 

Sermons on Religious Contention* ^ 



JEREMIAH WHITE*. 

DIED 1707. 

TTOW flrange and abfurd a thing is thiSy if 
it were well confidered — to fee a good 
man one hour of the day upon his knees, be- 
wailing to God his own ignorance, folly, and 
mifcarriages, and in another hour of the day 
fitting in the judgment-feat with confidence 
and fcorn, judging, cenfuring, and condemning 
his differing, miftaken, and fallen brother ? And 
yet, how commonly is tliis to be found among 
us! 

** A biographical account of Mr. Jeremiah Whitt 
will be found in Pa/mer's Von-conformifi Memorial, 
From his writings, and from the charafter he has left 
behind him, it appears that he was a man of coniidenible 
eminence and p*iety* 
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I Aitjk it QO :?f&(H9r to. any maa's c^i^ioft 
to teU him, how f(p^d foever he 4» of k naw^ 
that k mu/i dh. < ^Por all the trueft artd bieft nch 
tioiis W^ can h^Vf pf (pirifu^l tru^a aiKlithing» 
bere.bdorvy'y'iird tcr bie dpiie ^n^;^ when v^.c arrive 
at tjiat d^te^ aboyc. So. the Apofttfs enpl^ftly t«U$: 
us ; where ;htiviiig {aid 9<^e imw bt/t ^ p^i^. 
etnd firDphefy iuf iti part ; he ^dds, Ifh^n ihatt 
^hich 1% perfe^ is come, then thsit whieh 19 m 
part fliaU be abolifif^: wc.^fti^U then k>fe «»U om; 
prefent beft nofions . and ppinioiw .of fplrituftli 
things -,1 not ia a blm:knjsfs of d^yknefs end disath: 
vioXcDAj breaking . in . upon, and overfpreadijig^ 
theni, but in a Brt^tnefs of imntixt and eternetl 
Ii^t^ arifing upon them, and comprehending them 
in itfelf. They ihall all then be blotted out, hot 
as vmMa qnenclies Ere^iniUafter fuch a,manluer as 
dit: beanos of the fun.doVpiit H out,.'by draHyiii^ 
yp the finsiv and Eer^r pcm^y ' into , tbemCelyes ; 
thejr fhall liiett be put otkt» not as a caMeis by 
die extiogoHbery bat as the darkneiis asd ihadows 
o5f the night are fwallowed up by the li^ of 
the niorning; or rather^ ae^ die fe vend colours of 
lig^t in die firft .da'trnirtg of the day,i ^re, affcx*. 
vards^ drank lup in the pune MA perfect light of 
an oncretifing day. It is as yet but a moniing^ 
light vdth.tbe< mdft. eiilig^ened fouk herd od^ 
earth.. Thou art not yet fb knowing,, fo good 
as thicNii fhovldft be, if thou canft be fatisfied' with 
thyfei^ and diy pcefent notioii^ of diing^.;: .Ait 

H 



tftcia 6ot wairing for ChrJft to^tfeuch dime e^es 
. a fectnd tithe? ' Doft' thou not pray for his fpi- 
rit-to lead thee into all truths ? 6anft thou be 
ctJntient'to lofe th^ fhare v^ the riches of that 
gidry thdli ^art ydt a ftranger t6 ? - And if thou 
ttiiitkeft' dUstt thou uhderftandeft all- myfterie^^ 
and haft all \cribwl€dge> yet^ fure I 'am, dl that" 
tiiob catift attain to here beloW) is but a ' little 
fuitt of what is yet tb come, arid will be done* 
iway whew thai which is y/;?i5^<?<f/ appears. Why 
then doll -thou ^lay fo great a' ftrefs upbni'thofe. 
(jpinions which- thbu hadft'nbt the other 'day; 
^hith thou miyeft lofe to-'morjrow ; and whicb 
jlre, finallfy^, to be ftvallowed up ? Andiwhy-iarr 
thou fo fond of them, iothe prejudice , of that, /o^i 
and ftt^nVy, -without which thouk art, with. all thy 
knowledge, '^mthing ? .;Coiiitend as much ^s thou 
wilt for what idicjti likpft bind^believea ta beitfaei 
trathlof God, -atid^^ndeawui to. fuppnefe eiftrori;. 
but let it'4!>ei)y fuch weapons'as >diefgdpel allorm.: 
Be' as zealous as ' diou'wilt forwhatliliou caileft 
thathi but jfake heed i how 'fhou putteflfthe autho- 
ifity, and ftamfv of God,; ypon thyvOwn opinions ; 
ami* hoWv in jooiitefiding for them, 'thou iletteft. go 
'hrot^ly'^hntfie^r^ ijAtbaveifaUthiiigSi ^let.ios'priefenre 
Qfurfielves.fromc'thx^ hmer adf^/.wbiqhi.'St* James; 
ii^akixif, «indtu^nYwhich.he fets faitvil'a.mafk, 
Aiat,Jie)brands'it'witiii/A//r^ gfrM/; ) If there, be* 
tiithr he,! ^/>r erhyings. (but in .'the origioal we 
hraiie it.^i/fi»fistA7i^(this.wi£iom'ijs iiot fiom above* 



but earthly^ fenfual^ and deviltjii. Lef us take 
heed of fufFering our zeal againft the errors 
and mifcarriages of oiir brother; to be mingled 
and tempered with a hittemefrf againft his perfon ; 
^s Ugtening from heavea noelts . the , fy^prd, hot' 
d0:h,.i;ioj)4nn to the fcabb^rd, let us in all our 
i:epro(ofev difcover an -equal love to the perfon, and, 
hatred to the evil-r-an equal defire to dejiroy the 
qvil aiyij/^'ptf jthj^ perCpn. . Or.jlet our zeal againft 
the cyi^ be nothing but/ love to the perfon, flam- 
ipg ibjrth,(,and bupayig; with a gre^t but with 
aXweet find divine force, that: it may cqnfume the 
4rof& for the gold'js j^ke, to which, the drofs 
cleaves. 'That only is a true ^eal ^yh^ch,• like, 
the^r^ from the golden altar, mingled ^yith in- 
cenfe, fills all roimd aboi^t,. and caijies up that on 
\^hi^h^ it. feeds, as^a fi^crifice ; ^©heaven, Avith the 
richeft odpurs apd perfumes of Na divine love. Let . 
us fuffer nothiing to interrupt or ftain -this divine 
Ipve, whofe r^afons being altogether div^e, ought 
to fub^eS.all other reafon^ to themfelves. And 
let us always • remember how. that the meafure 
mhich.we^ m^te to ythersy Jliall be meafured to us : 

-^ . , ,,f ,. . Perfuajive to 'Moderation. 
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JOHN GALE, D.D.* , 

DIED 1721. 

npO what has a man a greater rtght, than to* 
-*" the entire •free enjoyment and ,dire6Hon oP 
his own confcience, and to a ftrfl power to aft up-* 
rightly and in fincerity before God and man ? 
And yet men are not by far, fo much difturbed' 
and wronged in any other poffeffions and enjoy- 
ments as in thefe. It is common to fee'tneh 
dpenly, not only juftifying and pleading for, but 
afting their injuries of thiy kind (bmetimes by a 
lliw, and m^kitig a merit of them, and turning 
them into asSts of religion ; but to the very great 
prejudice and difhonour of the moft holyrehgion 
jthey profefe ; which neltker knmvs^ nor "uAll^ ever 
efccufe any fuch /ira^ices. What Js more' common, 
than to fee men aflurne to themfelv«s that extra- 
vagant power, not given to any, to prefcrlbe, to 
direft, and force the 'confcienccs of others, and 
rob them of their peace and purity, or elfe of 
their religious rights and privileges, by depriving 

* Dr. Gale uftd toe^preft more concern upon reflect- 
ing on the condu£k of men, and the fearful confequences of 
their vices, than upon any other fubjeA whatever. — When 
I look upon metCs behaviour (faid he) / imagine eternity a 
thing to be trifled with — but when I look upon eternity ^ the 
behaviour of men aftonijhes me ! 

Life of Gale in the Froteftant Diflenter's Magazine. 
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diem of that ibciety aad comrnunion which they 
claim and defire, btit cannot purchafe at fe 
dear a rate? Ail the difficulties and hard«- 
ifaips, of every kind and 'm every degree, which 
^e brought upon perfcHis oti the fcorc of religion, 
come properly under the name of^erjieution; and 
are all equaUy founded in oppreffion, violence, 
and injuftice. If it be lawful and juft^ at%itrarily 
to break in upon- the religious rights and privi- 
leges of 'men, • by the^ fi^me reaA>n, it will be 
cqvafiy lawful to break in upon all theii* civil 
iiights and liberties, which &re not more facrec^ 
nor better guardi^ by God and natut« ; and, there- 
fore, if it be good and jud to rob men of their re* 
ligious liberties, by ittipofing other terms of com- 
munion^ demttn£ng oth^ profeffions of faith, 
-and making other articles neceflary to be be* 
lieved than Chnfi^ our o^y lawgiver, has done ; 
then it is lik^wife lawful to fob them of their ci- 
vil pofleffions and liberties^ hy incapacitating laws, 
1>y fines, dragoons, baniihments, gaHies, and im- 
ptifonments ; and if all this be lawful for the 
honour of God and religion, and the good of 
men's fouls, as is infamoufly pretended; it is 
iikewife lawful, for the fame good ends,, to in- 
flift all manner of corporal punifhments, to ex- 
ert the utmoft rage, and fury, and barbarity, in 
dcvifing racks and tortures, and all the moft ex- 
quifite pains ; and even to poifon, ftab, maflacre, 
and give a general loofe to all the execrable paf- 
H3 
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-Cons and violences, oftiae moft inhuman^ relent- 
lefs, and unmercif^il robbers, aflaffihs^' and mur* 
derers. And in fad, meii.feenito have, argued in 
this manner, and to have: gone ba as they have 
found themfelves in power, from one degree of 
violence to another, till they have filled moft 
parts of the world with blood and daughter, 
and tlie moft horrible devaftations; and, if 
they may be bel.ie,ved; in pure love .to nmtu and 
for the honour, fqcurity, and eftabli(hj3^eht of th\e 
iejiy moft. holy, (iftd fieaceable religion of. fhe^: Princg 
of Peace, But after alt, thefe things do^ juiu- 
doubtedly, the greateft diftionour and 4iftervice 
to Chriftianity im^gin^ble ; even in tht Jo.weft 

. degree j they breed the moft inv.etelr^Kc eamity, 
diffenfio^j and irf©pai[§ble divifioiis .dnd^ bloody 
perfecutions amcmg: Ghriftians ; they expofe \ rer 
ligion to the cotitempt, and ridicule, and banter of 
atheifts and infidels \ and arm the heathdn powr 
ers againft a religion they fee carries fo much 
mifchief and danger in its banners, and whets 
their rage and fury againft thofe who, making a 
profeHion of it, feem to be the declared enemies of 
.mankind. , ^ , ., ' »'; / 

Well, therefore, did the Apqftlejexliort.che H^r 
brewsy then avSually under perfecution, and too 
apt to diflionour their moft holy profeffion y 1 fay, 
well did the Apoftle exhort them to follcwpeac^. 
vuith all men, and holinefs \ for all ihe evils and 
dreadful calanaities we have been mentioning^ 
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can be avoided no other waJy. And as we 
would have no part of that guilt lie;heav)Ptip^ 
on our own fouls^ and hinder, oul being ^dmit* 
ted to fee the Lord, mky wcralliufb out utmoft 
diligence to obferve the wholefome advice ; and 
let us every one confider^ carefully confider and 
examine 'Our own-felves, and {iuiy ta/alleiv^ieace 
with all mfiH^ and holbitfs ; ' without w£ick we <ar^ 
infallibly'affured no^manjkalljie ikt Lor^d. ... ': 



JAMES PIERCE,. 

EXETER. — DIED 1726*. 

•T^HE defign pf religion is pra6Uce ; to make 
•^ men good both in heart and Ufe^ zealous and 
fmcere, confcientious and..perfevering in. the dif^- 
chargc. of every duty towards God and man. 
And he that in thefe things ferves Chrijl^ is dp- 
proved of Gody and accepted of men* God will 
never impute to the condemnation of mankind, 
the involuntary miftakes they arc guilty of in 
matters of fpeculation, provided they have no bad 

* This excellent divine, though dignified by no li- 
terary titles, was a man ^of profound learning, great talents, 
and unafFe6led piety. It has been juftly faid " that his 
works will fufficicntly fpeak /or him while there are any 
remains of piety, learning, and good fenfe, among the fons 
of Britain ; and will follow him to thofe manfions where 
neither envy, malevolence, nor perfecution, can deprive him 
of his reward.*^ 

H 4 
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HiAuende upon .^leir pnaflice. I muH profefs I 
baye been clften ready to ew9j die happineOr of 
thofe private Chrifliiaiis, who^ mut troubling them- 
felre^ about matters of fpeeuktion, and not 
fcoowing Ae. difficulties there ar« in them, go' on 
eafily and comfortably m the difcharge of their 
wbdie duty^ according to that tig|kt which God 
b» given them. But here I la^y the bliame, when 
men will quarseland c^iire^eaidb <ither about mat*- 
ter3 which, perhaps, none can pretend thoroughly 
to underftand ; and moee «fyecially I thinly thofe 
men are blame worthy, who make it their bufi- 
nefs to irritate and inftame fuch as are difpofed 
to quietnefs ^nd pea:ce. As far as I can judge, 
ihey who are moft confidemt of tb^re being no 
ilifficukies in fuch points, ai^e generally fuch as 
know the leaft of them, and fuch knowle%e (a$ 
Ae Apoftle fays) J^jfs up, ; whereas a lltUe ekch; 
rity mixed with knowledge^ would make it mot^ 
idlfying. Where we fee men's lives anfwerable 
to the Chriflian rule, let us learn not to judg^one 
anodier. We are all the fervan^ of Chrift, 
atnii t6 hi^^ as our common m*after, \i(e muft each 
of us either ftand or fall. 

Let others tamely giVe up their liberty if 
they pkafe ; but I do, and will infift upon it for 
piyielf, as a Froujianty a Diffent^^ a reafenabh 
creature^ and a Chrijiian. As I pretend not to 
impofe upon others, fo neither will I, in thh cafe, 
be impofed upon by others. No king, no par- 
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Iiaraent, no church, oo council, no fynod, no- 
man, or body of men, (hall be acknow,ledged by 
me to have any fuch rightful authority over me. 
They may deprive me of my civil liberty, of my 
eftate, or of my life ; but this liberty ^ by the grace 
of God, they nev^ fhall deprive me of — to think 
and fpeak of God and religion, only in that iiian-r 
ner which I aj^rehend they are fpoken of in the 
holy fcriptures by God himfelf. 

A man may vakie himfelf upon the goodnef» 
of h?s faithy but there is yet a greater thing 
than this, even charity^ and really Chridians 
have much need of it in fuch quarrels, for aa 
it will cover a multitude o/Jins^ fo there is, cpm- 
moiily, then a multitude that need covering. 
Let me then befeech you, for God's fake, for 
Chrift's fake; let me entreat you, by the mer- 
cies of God, and the gentlenefs of Chrift, as you 
have a regard to the peace of the churchi the re- 
putation of religion, and the fuccefs of the gofpel, 
that yovt/mt on^ as the ele^ ofGody holy and beloved^ 
bowels ofmercteSy kindnefs^ and gentlenefs ^ humblenefs 
afmindy meehufs and long fuffering \ that you will 
forbear one another in love^ Let your conver- 
fation be upon things on which all Chriftians 
agree, and beg of God to pour down a fpirit 
of ligfai;, of love^ and of peace upon us all». 
dxat we may grow up. in him who is the head 

in all things* 

Sermon on Charity. 

H5 
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JOHN EVANS, D. D. 

DIED 1730. 

» 

TXTHEN we confider the power of prejudice, 
or readinefs to make rafli and hafty judg- 
ments ; the plaufible colours which may be put 
upon error ; the indifpofition of our minds in our 
fallen ftate, for the admiflion of divine truths; 
when we confider thefe things, we have reafon in 
moft judgments we form, to carry this cautionary 
thought along with us, that it is fiojfible we may 
be mijtaken. Who is diere among us, who is' 
not confcious to himfelf, that he hath aftually 
been miftaken in many former judgments he 
hath made of things, even in fonxe wherein 
once he was very pofitlve ? And certainly this 
-js a good reafon wliy we /houW carry the thought 
of our faUibility about wiih us in our future 
time. Thofe indeed who have made the.deepeft. 
fearches, and the moft impartial enquiries in every 
age, hath difcovered moft miftakes in themfelves, 
and, therefore, have juftly entertained the moft 
lively fenfe of the poflibility of their being ftill 
miftaken in many things. Now hutftility in this 
view, would teach us; not indeed upon that ac- 
count, to furrender ourfelves to the abiblute con-. 
du£i: and government of other men, who are fdl^- 
I'lble as well as we. To this the church of Ronae 
would lead us, but in pretence of infallibility to 
reft ourfelves upon 3 though they are neither 
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agreed among themfelves where to place it, nor 
give us any proof from fcripture, or their own 
condudl, that fuch a glorious gift is lodged with 
them. If any others would lead us to fuch an 
implicit faith in their dilates, while they dif- 
claim infallibility, their claim \sjiill more abfurd. 
If our judgments be not fo good, or our capaci- 
ties not fo enlarged as our neighbours, yet we 
are obliged to make the beft of them, and to judge 
for our/elves. We muft anfwer for ourfelves t6 
God, in the great day; and, therefore, it can nei- 
ther be a laudable, or a fafe humility, to take our 
religion from the diftates of 2iv^j fallible man, oi' 
number of men. 

Humility will incline us to make all charitable 
allowances for their failings and defers, when 
we are confcious of fo many of our oyn — to 
cenfure them with gentlehefs, to reftore them in the 
ffiirit of meeknefsi and not vauntingly to fay to 
2Lny^J}and by thy/elf come not near to me^ for I am 
holier than thou, A lowly mind will confider 
even the worft of men, as fuch with whom we 
partake, in the fame nature, the fame finful na- 
ture ; who are bought with the fame price as we ; 
- who have an offer of the fame fpiritual and eter-' 
nal bleffings, and are at lead capable, by the fame 
grace which hath made us to differ from them, of 
the fame everlafling happinefs. 

Sermons on the Chriftian Temper, 
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EDMUND CALAMY, D. D. ^ 

DIED 1732. 

JF it be jidffible^ as much as lieth in us, let us 
live peaceably with all men. Though fomc 
flight, and others infult us, yet let us be ca- 
tholic fpirited. Let us love all, without excep- 
tion, that have ^ny thing of God in them ; any 
thing of the image of Ckriji upon them. Let 
118 drive to return to the apoftolical fimpliclty^ 
and take care that our religion be that of the 
Bible. Whatever ye do, my brethren, take heed 
of narrowing your charity, and confining it within 
any humanly devifed inclofures. ^e content widi 
your own liberty, and condemn not fuch as you 
difier frpm ; but be ready, as far as the word and 
confcience will allow, to have communion with 
them, and with all the true Chrifiiah churches upon 
earth, in all Chriftian offices and duties. Ma* 
nage your difierences with modefty, carefully 
avoiding rafh and intemperate zeal. Take heed of 
inflaming matters, by attempting to make the dif- 
ferences which there are between the Church and 
Dijfenters^ to appear greater than they are in re- 
ality, or the diftance wider than it is. Endeavour 
after that latitude and enlargedne£s of mind, aa 
, may fit you for general and extenfive fervice to 
the Chrijiian church ; and never forfake that com^ 
prehenfive intereft fo far, as to be ingulphed into 
a party upon any private and diilinft bafis. 

4 
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Let us, my brethren, talce heed to ourfelvcai, 
and inftcad of cndlefsly drawing the faw of con- 
tention, be much in prayer to Almighty God for 
the influences of his purifying, quickening, and 
healing fpirit. Nothing can be more manifeft, 
than that the church of Chrift, at this day, is mod 
fadly degenerated ; has long been in a very Ian- 
guifhing ftate, and is become too like the reft of 
the world. The great do^rines o( the Chriftian 
religion have loft their force, and are pi'ofefledly 
believed but for faftiion's fake ; while fuch as 
feem to entertain them, both are and pradife^ 
juft as they would do if they believed them not- 
The primitive Chriftians were lively and vigo- 
rous. Heavenlinefs and fpirituality fparkled in 
their profelfion and converfation. They looked 
like fo many pieces of immortality dropped down 
from heaven, and tending thitherward. 

Let us then beg of God with all pof&ble eameft- 
nefs, that there may be fuch a fpirit of prayer 
and fupplication ftirring among us, as may bring 
dbwn upon us all manner of fpiritual bleflings 
in a rich abundance ; and fuch an uniting fpirit, 
as may efte£tually check our animodties and divi- 
sions, and heal our breaches ; and fuch a fpirit of 
love and peace^ as may make us, like die firft 
Chriftians — of one heart and one foul. 

Dedication of the Account of eje^ed Minifltrs. 
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fate the oae and ad^rh the other. And the mor^ 
folkitous they were about this, the kfs coii^ 
cerned would they be for the differences be- 
tween them and other good Chrifiians, in things 
difputaUe ; and lels apt to give any countenance to 
perfons whofe lives were a difgrace to their profef- 
iion, only for the fake of their holding the famo 
opinions. It is really a melancholy coniidepation, 
that while all fides are wrangling about articles of 
faith, and modes and ceremonies of worfhip, diey 
jQiouId fo generally forget that which is of the 
greateft confequence of all — a Jiri^ and kumbk 
piety ^ and a diffuiive binevoknce and charity. 

Sermons. 



JOHN ABERNETHY, A. M. 

DUBLIN. — DIED 1740. 

r^UR Lord Jefus Chrift, himfelf, hath inftl- 
^^^ tuUed.a fociety of a peculiar nature; a 
kingdom, which he faith is not of this worlds dif- 
ferent from all others that ever have been la 
the world; formed for different purpofes, and 
governed by different maxims. In this fociety 
it is his will that there ihould be peace ; haying 
laid a glorious foundation for it in that one faith 
and religion he hath taught his followers, and 
even the external fomi of their profeflion, and 
having, united (hem in die hope of a fgture blef- 
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fed imnooitadit^r, and in the relaticm of cb^Mreii 
te God as their common Father, and having 
made them feUow members of one bodjr of 
which hitnfelf is die head, and given ^em hi^ 
tpixit to inflniiSl and dipe€t them, he enjoineth 
them to hefi ihe^ unity if the fpirit in the bond 
0f pe4iei. St; Paul teachoth us that /e^^kv is of 
the very eflence of this eel^ftial kingdoia, the 
main privileges of its. true fubje^ls^ depending up- 
on it, and it being their indifputaMe duty to 
prefisrve and promote it; tht kingehm of God h 
not meat and d¥ink (Chrsftiamty doth not confift 
in external obiepvanees, which are ofteii the ftrbt- 
je6ks of contention) hut ri^htevufnefi and Jteace^ 
and joy in tit Holy Ghoji. 

We Jhwtd^ inieeA, judge mnhing before the timw 
Mndl tke Lord come^ who hoih will bring to JigSt 
*i/ hidden things ofdarknefsy and wiU maie manrfeji 
the eomfeh of the heart ; and then Jhedl every man 
hafue jiraife of God. The praife .which is jufHy 
due to his own works, aecoiding to the favourable 
roie of proceeding which he has fe:fered in hrs 
word. How happy would it be for the world; 
the Chriftian world particularly, if this rule were 
univerfally followed ! What divifions and dif- 
cords, ftrifes and confufions, would it prevent, 
and the great guilt of rafh and uncharitable cen- 
fi^res ? This is a matter of fo great importance, 
that our Saviour has though fit to infift much 
vpon it, particularly .in Ins fermon upou th^ 
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moxint, and enforce it by ftrong arguments: Judge 
kot that ye he notjuig^d^ and vjitk what meafure y$ 
tnete^ itJJiall be meaftired to you again. It is a point 
pf fuch ^ojifequence, that. God will have a great - 
regard to it in judgment, and in the diftribution 
of rewards and punifliments ; fuch as treat their 
brethren with candour and tenderneft, fhall meet 
.with great clemency from him ; but fuch as have 
.fliewed no mercy to others, may exp'e6l a more 
fevere floom.j. In .ihort, the evil .we. are here 
^warned againft is uncharit^blencfs^ fen immediate • 
violation of Gojd*s royal law, whfch when it is 
fulfilled completes a truly good ^nd chridian cha- 
rafter. . Charity enyietJi ndt^ vaunteth not . itfelfy 
behaveth not unfeemly ; /'/ hiifi$thj bKihp^tAy and en^F' 
Jureth all things \ it Juffexeth long^ and is kind; 
Jt rejoiceth not in iniquity^ but rejoicetk in the. truths 
•,How unlike this is the fpirit of a gr<eat.many zear 
lous Chriftians, who carry it >vith contempt and 
wratji towards their brethren ; who, perhaps, are 
really weak, but reputed perverfely erroneous ; 
condemned as obftinate, when it may be in truth, 
and in the judgment of God, more fincere, im- 
partial, and unprejudiced, . than we who take 
upon us to judge ? Let even thofe who oppofe 
the moft' important, the moft. evident and necef- 
fary truth, be inftrudled with meeknefs ; let fucU 
as are differently minded from us in more diflS* 
cult and lefs important points, be received not to 
doubtful dij/iutations ; above all, let the fpitit qf 
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jealbufy find no room in our hearts ; let us not 
take upon" lis to impute to any of our fellow 
Chriftians, felfiih porrupt views ^and finifter de* 
figns,' ' iWhich they . -difclaim, ; or give no fnf*. 
ficicnt ground for fixing; upon t'hem — that is 
really . judging jthe heart, whereby we invade 
the prerogative of God, as well as injure men. 
' ' • . . , Sermons: 



\ t)ANIEL NEAL, A.M. 

DIED 1743. 

.TT7E have a fervent zeal for the honour of our 
: ^^_ Lord and Mafter, and are defirous.^o can* 
'Uti(}^ eakneftly fpr . Jth^ faith _ ^ncf, delivered tfi the 
fyintsy with all forts of fpiritual .weal>on5 ; but 
w€ do;. not, yet. fee a:n^c^ffity pf flopping the 
mouths of the adverfaries of our holy religion 
with fines and imprifonments, even though, to 
their own. infamy a|id fhame, they treat it with 
indecency. J^et fcandal and ill-manners be pu- 
niftied as^ it deferves, but let not men be terrified 
frpipi" ii>ea.king oujt their doubts^ or propoGng 
their objedtions againft. the gofpel, revelation, 
which we are fure will bear a thorough exami- 
nation ; and. though. the late ungenerous attacks 
/upon the miracles of our bjefled Saviour, may 
'have -had an ili-influence upon the giddy and 
unthinking youth of the age^ they- have giveii 
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<»ccarioii to the publifhisg £ach a sumfaer of in« 
comparable defences of Chriftiaoky^ as bare 
confirmed thie faith of many:» and mitft iatisfy' 
Chf mr^ds oi silr0afflo$ahle enqvkers after truth. 

I have faid nothiog with a defign to exa%erate 

or widen the differences among Chriftians ; for 

as. I am a fincere admirer of the do6bines of the 

New Teftament, I would have an equal regard 

to its moft excellent precepts, of which iAe/e are 

fome of the capital — ^that we love one another i 

that weforgwe offences ; that we bear-^ne another* s 

infirmities^ and even blefs them that curfe us^ and 

pray for them that defpitefully ufe us and fierfecuttf 

us. Iftfhis fpirit and temper wei^e more preva'- 

km, die lives iof Cbriftiana would dirow a bright 

liidre lipoft the truth and excellency of this divine 

l^itht and convince the aPhd/fs and infidels «if the 

age, miore tfaad ail their apgnmeats can do wMl- 

-out it. 

I would earneftly reoommend this temper to 
the Protefiant mn-^co^^armyis of the prefent age, 
-fioge^F wid% an koly emulation of each other, in 
und^H^n^bted piety and fanflity of life, that while 
they are. reading the heavy and grievous fuflfer- 
ings of their anceftors from ecchJiaJHcal commif- 
^^nsyfjnritual court ^^ and penal laws^for confidence 
Jahy they may be excited to an humble adora- 
tion of divine Provideneev which has delivered 
them fo far from the yoke of oppreffioh, and 
to a deteftation of aH perfecuting princ^Ies. And 



may rfvot^3X^f 6f all {i^rfujiiiQilis; improve la d;i^ 
knowledge and love of the tru3i» and in fcnti- 
ments of Chrijiian charity zxAforbegramt towards 
each ptbfr» th^t being .at ^^^^ among them- 
fplve$, tt^ey mliy witb grt^alieF: fuccefi^ bend their 
f^tf^fetrcesiagAinil ^he r^Vfivrpff^neiiiy of Chrifti** 

anity ! ". < •: ^ 

Preface t9 the Hf/kry ff fht Purhauu 



• . GEORGE SMITH, A. M; \ 

J DIHD 1746*. . . . .' 

TT7HEN Z0alW}xviis.r certain f^uladon&^.t' 
y^ don't knoMT ?ny charaifter in thid world 
xpore lovtly - than that of )a zeaious man. It is^ in' 
Hl^Ttthis — ^whieh'the more nanxxwly we view it 
the better we ihall like it;. • , f 

. He !is one who, by ferion« enquiry, has amvcdi 
at a: competent acq^piiptanee with thofe tnitlu:} 
which it ii» of mofl: importance to know, and of 

* Mr. G. Smith ofiiciated to a fociety at Hackney for 
thirty 7ear$ as a preacher* excelled by none, and equalled by 
few. He- was looked uijoil ty' his own brethren, is holding 
the^AribrJMk ii^ merit am^ngft th«tti, and \)ot lefs- honoured 
and valacd by thoie'of the eftablifliifleat, whbkniw h^**^ 
foulmin^jJfeofNeal^ The Rev, Dr. Tpulmin >vUl bo 
pleafed- to accept my thank? for the curious and interefting 
particulars which he has cominunicattd in the notes to that 
piriiHcatioD, rofpef^rag nwitty valuable ideceafdxtmiMIUrt 
aunong the J'rotc&gQt Diflcoten* 



tliafe. duties, wliich are moft «iecfeflkr»y tal>e^J[)racf-' 
tifed. ' Aiid^s be fees how perfe^ftfy agreeable tfie 
fcrmer ate to the utidefftancJing of. a kafori^bte' 
eroature; and how. Si it ^is tjiat thofe^ wJto^ ate • eti- 
doM««d W!l!h fbafiwi) 2fi5di:afe. diefigri^d foY §l f(ekHkl^ 
lifti/ifli^uJd praaife' thes'tettei?-; ^fd hj^^W^tf^l^Mttfe* 
propenfity, a warm defire to propagate bot& Cth# 
one;4ind the otJiesf timbp^ iifet^ki'ii3>.* *ahd to im- 
prove himfelf, efpecially, in both.. This his zeal 
arifes not from anyconlijft: 'biaff on his will, or 
any felfifh -purpofes^ that are ^^>Q|^nf\v«red by it, 
but from a rationafc^Qn.Yl&ioii that nothing is fo 
beautiful and amiable ks, truth and virtue ; and from 
alfuioeri^ degn ^i^ -pr^rii^ ^be "honour of God; 
and the fadt)piAefe'(^ n^aWkind: He is one, who as 
he knows, that thoUtth'aft ttmth is equally tnie ; yet 
that?itlis not ali'of equ^l importance, nor ^vfety 
real duty of equal neceffity;^ fd ^fe'^j^dj^OflScfif^b 
His zeal to the nature* and momefit of tMugs, 
beingilefs concerned Sboiff^rtidtifers of- compsira*- 
tkely little weight, >and^'mc^fd To about- greater*' 
He is one who, amidft all his^ zeal, reraeuibers 
tliathe is a man^ fubjefk to paflliiis aiid miftakes 
as wellcj^s^his i^eigbbpuf ^ ; an4*r4^erefore;, }ie never 
gr,ows<h^\ig^ty :aad^«i&mlngi idbknfeiatidi domt<^ 
neertrig/butisftill bf /o^^ ztA good-will i6 allinan-" 
kiod, eye^n to' diofe" Who ^iffef; moji widely from 
him i and who, therefore,.dajes not under any pr^r 
tenoe wbatfoeMer^; violat&'M^ laws of charityi^ iior 
break in upon any rights^ to which* all tnen have 



»n eqiualrlaim. He is orie'who, ihoixghhktp^f&i- 
no pains iii informing the ignorant, tdnvinoingthe 
erroneous, reproving the bold fmner , and rrforir*. 

' ing^ the debauchee, yet ne^^r^ allows Mmfetf^ m 
cehfure ralhly, fto iQaridiBr, opprcfe, 5dr^ injtrre'a'riy, 
man in any kind,' and much lefs onraGdountof r^ii 
Kgion, ior.matterfc of. coftfcience. r Rnallyv Ke iff 
one who,' though he is very earfiibftaiid diligent in^ 
this work, yet goes about it with prudence, • andi 
inanages it with caution and difcrfetion. ' ' ' \. 
Such is thecharaSer of the miqwhofii ztalG^ 
approves, and all wife and good men applscud;^ 
Such -a man; can fcarce'il^e fuppqfedieverlto 
do any mifchief in' ' tha i U^afld^lie ' cab/ &arce: 
fail of heing. remarkably liJAaeiScial to'it.? > Ani 
as u^ly aii appearance as zmi fometimes .tnakes;^ 
big with..tlie .mifcljidefe:!and:iEffiin .whick) titrb«ri 
too . often produced- — tlsus bvel) a.-figurq^ woidfi) 
itiimake^ under Mfi/tf>regiiIaJtix>As,t. (»/.' .':" Liij 
, ' .. 'SitvHinfdnsre&giousiZeaLir'i 



/ISAAC' WATT^/ D>i), .^ 



- ^ '''^-^ib'l ^ ^'''' ^'^'' '''^"' 

DIED. 1748?. 



that religion by which he hopes for eternal life, 
And'wHilft'hisf fu'ryVa^ kgaiMl' his 'bratherifor 

* Dr. Sdmitei JoJutfony in hi* lifeof ^^rt//j, makes thfe 
following obfcrvatibn*, whicK pcrfe^ly accord*- wfth the 



^euldi^l difibr^fi^tf 9, , be. (hakei the veiy :ibunda'« 
lions of hU own chi^ianity» .and endaiigers, or 
prevents fct$ ownialvadosi ; hk b^aAed orthodoxy 
in cq^moQ 19 m^de vain^ vrhile bis prkAical xmn 
goAiod]le«P 2iw real ;^ andi^b &bh i^peors to bo 
litde bejDer than that of devHs^ 'wh^Jietningles fo 
much of their malice with it.' In vain does he 
glory initbe bri^htoefsof his hotiohs: in vain does 
h^preinmtdarkneff'h.J$q/S and tke true Irght ntrujf 
Jhineth : for ht that fdyeth Jte is in the light and 
lutieth'kisbrQlAn'^.heial^iiiehk. bi darknefs even till 

It ifi triie» ifldtedf ' that all graces: and virtiie$ 
ace very isnpevfe^ m this fireibht .flats, and there^ 
IB much, of undiarit&blfenels remainai^ in many a 
goodman: but. that man can nevor be good that 
laxi no chabrity. iSaloluih.^ fpshcrhis life in de- 
dlkiming agaitnft fomd iittk m^odes: laand.geftures; 
ufed in worfhip-'byltisfisUaw Cbriftian^,. or in 
impbfii% Icinie. iminftituti^ ceremonies on the 
confciences of his brethren. He hath ftirred up 
the magiftrate to peffecutefome of them to pri- 
fons, and almoft to 4eatlx. He flatter^ his con- 
fcience with Tiopes' that his zeal for the church 
fhould not only render him acceptable at the laft 
day^but' i^ovid^ hkii a krge iHSWktd^ He lie^ 



enough acquainted to admfre his'meeRnefs of oppofition and 
hiff mildners of ccnfuce. It was notonlj in (us book, but in 
hit 7mnd,f tbac •pr^kodfxj vfdSk ua|t0d. wirh * ckari^* * 
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now languiAiing upon a bed of ii'cknefs on the 
very borders of eternity, and is terribly awakened 
to behold his own miftake ; whilft he (lands with- 
in the tribunal of Chrijl^ and the face of the judge, 
his former pradiice appears to his confciencc in 
its true and frightful fhape ; the fire that hath 
animated him againft his brethren now flafhes in 
his foul and difcovers its infernal fource ; now he 
dreads to be made an example of the fame ven- 
geance among devils, with which he hath pur- - 
fued his fellow mortals ; he groans out his lad 
breath in bitter agonies, cries to the God of Love 
for mercy upon his departing fpirit, and expires 
almoft without hope. He is gone. But we leave 
his foul to the corSpaffion of a God who can bet- 
ter pardon his mighty errors, than he would for- 
give others in their little miftakes. 

Thus dreadfully hath this vice ofuncharitablenefs 
prevailed againft the honour of Chriflianity and 
the peace of mankind. Thus facrilegioufly hath 
it taken away one of the brighteft marks of the 
be(i religion, and that is love. It hath defaced the 
beauty of our holy profeffion, fcandalifed the fa- 
cred name that we bear, made a flaughter-houfc 
of the church of Chrift^ and deceived the fouls of 
men to their own eternal ruin. 

Juft as I had finiflied this eflay, Pharifaino. 

happened to come into my ftudy, and taking up 

the firft leaf, read the title, and was perfuaded thiis 

difcourfe muft be»written againft himfelf. " No, 

I 
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faid I^ there 18 not any "mail alive perfonalljr 
intended in thefe papers; hut if you plcafe ta 
perufe them, and fhaU | apply the chara£ters to 
yoiirfelf, I hope you will confefs Divine ProvL* 
' dence has led you into a convlftion of your falfe 
aeaL" Pharifaino fat him down immediatelyy 
and with a running eye paficd through every page- 
And though the frequent wrinkle of his brow dif-« 
covered his inward chagrin and difguft, yet he 
paid me many a ceremony ; and, ** Behold," faid 
he, <^hoW language and fancy will dreft up zeal 
like a monfter to frighten men out of their fervor 
of fpirit. 

" i have heard," added he, "that you have fome 
ikiil in painting ; pray draw me the figure of this 
uncharitabienefs in juft and proper colours; this 
monfter which you complain has fo narrowed 
and difgraced, and murdered Chriftianity." I will 
attempt it, Pharifaino^ if you willfurniih me with 
a fheet of large paper, and that of the faireft kind, 
to reprefent the Chriftian church in this world. 
Fifft, I will pare it round, and reduce it to a very 
Anall compafs ; then with much ink will I flain 
the whitenefe of it, and deform it with many a 
blot; at the next fitting I will ftab it thr<)ugh 
rudely with an iron pen ; and when I put the lad 
hand to complete the likenefs — ^it fhall be fmeared 
oivcr with blood ! 

Orthodoxy and Charity united. 



JAMES FOSTER, D. D. 

I>IED 1753* 
npO agr^ein opinion is entirely out of otir power; 
"*" to jirofefs atike^ trhilft we] believe differently; 
i« bafs and dtjhoncfi^ and deftru&ive of the moft 
&cred obligations, and upon that axscount ought 
never to be the matter of our choice* So that 
neither of tfiefe can be any part of that unity 
which we atre bound to cultivate as ai religitsus and 
moral duty ; but the whole fnm of it muft be re^ 
folved intodiis^ that condefcenfioci, mutuctl £9rbear-' 
ance, a^d ^n harmony of niiki benevolent afiec* 
tfons^ fupply the place of that ui^ifomp^ity of faith, 
and profeffion, which are mortilly fpealdng impof-. 
fible. 

When the profeffors of our moft holy and ex- 
cellent religion are imperious and dooiineering^ 
and foment cruel and unnatural divifions ; whefi 
Aey break die one body of Ckrifty and multiply it 
into « little r^a^/7/x,. reviling and difclaiming all rela« 
dou to eadi other ; when they are contentious^ and, 
without thicdiiiftg of charity and nioderation, en- 
gage in violent difputes about the holinefs of 
daysy and geftures^ and garments, and croffings» 
et the orthodoxy of founds that have no deter-* 
xninate meaningv or the feveral ways of explain-* 
ing what is allowed to be inexplicable ; and in^ 
ftead of humility and peace, gentlenefs, and fim- 
plicity of maimers > the real chara£lers of corrupt 
I a 



^nd degenerate Chriftians are haughtinefs, impa- 
tience of contradiftion, and an implacable ftub- 
born fpirit : the caufe of Chriftianity is more 
dangeroufly wounded by fiich exceffes as thefe,' 
than by ail the art and arguments of its mofl 
ingenious and fubtle oppofers ; — and notwith-. 
ftanding its tntth and divinity, infidels will load it 
with contempt ; nor indeed can it be expeded 
Xoflourtjh and gain profelytes, while it is thus dif- 
honoured and betrayed by its pretended friends* 
Add to diis, th^t divifions and animofities obftru£l 
the increafe of Chriftian knowledge, by infufing 
ftrong prejudices, by inflaming the paflions, and 
darkening the underftanding, and by withdrawing 
the attention from the effential dodlrines of the 
gofpel, and fixing it on thofe minute and trifling 
points, which are generally the fubje£ts of moft 
&rious and fcandalous debates. No lefs fatal are 
they to the Chrijiian virtues of righteoufncfs, long 
fofiering, meeknefsi fidelity, and goodnefs, which 
are all obliterated and effaced in proportion to the 
increafe of difcord and variance. Strife and 
faSion are, therefore condemned in the New 
Teftament in the fevereft terms, becaufe of their 
manifefl: contrariety to true religion, and the 
Chriftian character, and their dreadful and de- 
ftrudlive confequences. And, on the contrary, the 
ftridteft unity and moft affedlionate regard for 
each other are frequently and .cameftly recom- 
mended. We are exhorted to follow after the 
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things which make for /leaccy to put away evil f peak" 
ingf wrath y anger ^ clamour^ and malice. And the 
Apoftle Paul, with the moft beautiful and pathe- 
tic tendernefs, intreated the Philippians, if there 
was any confolation in Chrift, any comfort of 
love, any fellowfhip of thefpirit to be like minded, 
having the fame law (i. e. reciprocal and univerfal 
charity) being of one accord and of one mind \. and 
the Coloflians to put on (as the ekdl of God, holy 
and beloved) bowels of mercies^ kindnefs^ humble^ 
nefs of mind^ meeknefs^ and long fufferingy forbear^ 
ing one another y and forgiving one another. He 
reproved die Corinthians for their contentious prin- 
ciples with great (harpnefs and fcverity, in the fol- 
lowing paffage: TVhereas thtrt is among you er^- 
vying andjirifey anddivifiom, are ye not carnal and 
walk as men? For while one faith I am of Paul'y 
and another^ I am of ApoRas^ and I of Cephas or 
Peter y and I of Chrifi \ are ye not carnal? Is: 
Chkist divided? PFas Paul crucified for you ? 
Or were you baptized into the name of Paul? And 
in another.. of his epiftles he enjoins.it QX\,thi 
Ohrifiian brethren to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith they were called^ becaufe there is one body 
andone fpirit even as they were called in one hope of 
their calling. 

This is the glorious fpirit, this the divine tem- 
per of the Chriftian religion, ftrongly inculcated 
and brightly exemplified by the firft preachers of it^ 

^3 
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And if the time (hould ev€r cooie, when not only 
the members of foarilcular churcftesy but whdl9 
phriftlan focietieSy fhall live in this amiable and 
bleffed concord one with another ;' nay, when by 
a more extenfiye benevolence and harmojny than 
this, all mankind (hail be unitedjn the bonds of an 
nndiflembled and generousyr/V«<^^, not merely 
upon the confideration of their dwelling toge- 
ther in neighbourhoods and leffer focieties ; but 
as parts oif the toiverfal community : this will be 
the ftrongeft and mod tranfporting refemblance of 
which we can at prefent form any idea of the fu- 
ture life, in vrhich/ocia/ affe^ims will be exerted^ 
and foiial pleajurts enjoyed, tii their utmoft 
purity and p€afe£liofi. 

Difcourjes on Social Fhrtue. 



JOHN TAYLOR, D. D. 

NORWICH. — 0IED 176J. 

'T'O what purpofe is our bojifl^d Ubeity, if w^ 
-*• dare not ufe it ? To what pvrpo(e do we 
^nj'oy the light, if we may npt open our eyes to 
It ? To what purpofe is the word of God, if we 
ipuft nptfeekforits real and genuine knky but qauft 
be tied to the didates and fentiments of ainy di- 
vines that have been, or now are ? How can we, 
without the groffeft Jjjconfiftcncy, pray in our 

public 
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public afiemblleSy that the reformation may be car- 
ried 9n t^fiill greater degrees of perfe^ion^ if la 
our pra£tice we defeat the very bleffing we deiire ? 
What advantage hath ihe Diffenter, if not to rer 
form without the fermalities and deiaj^s of hu- 
man laws and edi£b, whatever fhall be difcovcred 
to be at any time, or in any refpecft, wrong in his 
fcheme ? Why doth he reject human impofitions in 
one way, if he tamely fubmits to them in another ? 
Our forefathers rcjccStcd what they thought wa« 
of human invention, and what we find to be fo^ 
that efcaped them, we, upon their principles, are 
do reje£t ; otherwifc .we only exchange one kind 
of bondage for another, a^nd while we rcfufe 
eiUblifhments by law, we ihall come under the 
po lefs grievous eftabliihments of cuftom.««^ 
Apd if this fpirit is let loofls among us, what ra* 
vages will it make in congregations ? What fires 
will it kindle ? What animodties, contentions, and 
divifions will it make ? How will it lay wafle 
peace and love, and brotherly kindnefs, the grand 
virtues of the gofpel ; go on to fpread deifm, and 
make Chriflianity, through the felfe princ^le» 
and iiihuman pra£Uces of Chriftians, the fcom 
, and deteftation of the world ? Thus the very 
men who profefs great zeal for reviving the powd- 
er of religion, will be found the greatcft obflru^- 
tors of it. How different from this, how amia- 
ble, happy, and honourable, is the fpirit of di6 
gofpel ? peace, love, meeknefs, gentlenefs, good« 

14 
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nefs, mutual forbearance, candid allowance fof 
infirmity and miftake ; an honeft endeavour to 
promote knowledge, impartial ftudy, and fearch 
of the fcriptures — free communication, and ready 
admittance of what is found in them ! Thefe are 
the vii;tues which make us truly Chriftians ; thus ' 
we fhall grow up intp Chrift in all things ; thus 
our hearts, and in time our heads too, will be 
united, as far as the prefent ftate of things will 
admit ; thus religion will flojurifh, and fliine with 
4 charming luftre in the eyes of the world ! 
: And wh^n, O when will the glorious day ihinc 
upon our world; when meeknefs, forbearance, 
charity, and brotherly kindnefs, fliall flourifh 
among Chriftians ! when, fetting afide all party* 
iichemes and odious diAin£tions, all felfifh views, 
all worldly emoluments, all pride and bigotry, all 
prejudice and prepoiTeflion, all envy^ wratfi, and 
bitternefs, we fhall receive one another upon 
the true fcriptural terms of Chrlftian commu* 
nion.;' that with one heart and with one mouth, 
we. may all glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefua. Chrift ? When fhall we fee the er- 
ror and mifchief of that deteftable principle, that 
difference of judgment in finding out the truefenfe 
of the fcripture^ Jirijis a man of his Chriflian cha-^ 
ra^et^ and git/eth us a right to ahufe him ? When 
will the happy ftate of things be created, wherein 
the witneffes of our Lord Jefus Chrift^ who 
honeftly endeavour to vindicate the truth as "it is 
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in him, fliall no Xongtv Jirophefy^ clothed in fack^ 
dothy tinder the heavy burden of unrighteous cen- 
ftire and infult ? Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly. 
Defence of the Rights of Chrijiians. 



JAMES DUCHAL, D. D.- 

DUBLIN — DIED 1761. 

"ITTHAT if there have been debates about 
~ . many particulars, fuch as the decrees of 
God, the divine agency upon the minds of men: 
(which, however,, are not debates peculiar to 
Chriftianity) about the perfon and offices of our 
blefled Saviour, in fome things lefs conne£led 
with vital religion, and many other matters, 
about which men have difputed with too much^ 
warmth; fo that indeed the true Chrijiianffiirit 
hadi been in a great meafure loft in the tumults 
they have raifed? Muft we therefore imagine, that 
an honefl enquirer cannot find out the true defign- 
of M^ religion of Chrijl^ and the way of ferving 
it effedhially? Can he not difcern what is the true 
end of life, and fupreme gopd of the human mind ? 
Hath he not a clear vievr of his duty to God, to his 
neighbour, and to himfelf, with the addition of the 
duty we owe to the Son of God, as appointed 
by the Father to be the only Mediator between 
him and mankind ; to whom the utmoft lati- 
tude for what he hath done and fufFered for.us« 
IS 
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^nd an unreferved obedience, is d\i^? Can be not 
fee that God, as moral governor of the world, 
is attentive to the temper and cojidiKSl of every ii^- 
. dividual ; and that he will bring hiip into judg- 
ment for it, rewarding the fincerely obedient, and 
punifliing the rebellious and impeaitent ? Can 
he not fee exprefs declaration, that upon fincere 
repentance for fin, and a cordial fubmiffion to 
the gofpel, he fhall be taken into the divine fa- 
voiir and protefkion ; fhall have all neceffary eiv- 
couragement and affi'Aance in the performance of 
his duty, and that Ood will always take care of 
him, and order what concerneth him in the beft- 
manner ? Can he not fee moft joyful aflbrance of 
a gkrious immortality in referve for the righto* 
ous, of which our Saviour's triumph over death 
is the blefled pledge ; and that he (hall be happy, 
in the heavenly ftate, happy to his wifti, and b&« 
yond all that he can at prefent imagine ? And if 
an honeft attentive reader is fuUy inftru£ied in all 
this by the JV^w Teji<im6nt^ what more €qu14 a. 
wife man wr(h \ 

It is not neceflary that men fhouM enter inta 
perpUxing controverjtfs^ or difquiel their roindi 
about matters in which they fefe they cannot he 
competent judges. The way to ialvation v^filaim 
and eafy. To attain to the knowledge of this, a 
well difpofed mind, 9 fincere heart, are the main 
requires ; whereas great penetration and fkill in. 
controverfies are not -neceffary. Chriftianity is 
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intefided to be the religion oialiy and is, thcrefoi'©^ 
within the refich of common capacity. And wO^ 
are not to attend to what controverfies the preju-, 
dices and corrupt Iuft», or the wfcaknefs or foU^ 
of n^ankind have occafioned ; but what a man of 
pk'in qnderftf^nding and an hofieft heart may al^ 
tain to, by a careful perujcd of his UHt. 

1 Prefnmfrih't ArgumtnUj^r th$ 

Chf'tflit^ Religian* 



GEORGE BENSON, D. D. 

DIED 1T63» 

T T is now above two hundre4 years Upce th^e 
commenceme^t of the reformation. Is it ^ol 
then a fhame, a^d a, reproach to PFo(eftai>ts oSk 
all deno4i^ination$t, t^fat there ihould yet be ampnj^ 
|hem. any pi;et^j|C£§. ; to infallibility, or any re* 
plains of bigotry ^nd perfecaition-; the very worft 
par^ of popery ? That th^ free, nobloy and gene^ 
?ouar fpirit of bejievolence a|id liberty, ha» . nqj^ 
]^et had an -uqiverlal fpread ajrBong th^mr an4 
foq^d. QVjt tlie £pi(k of iper^wfi^a a\id un<ph«vrit 
(at>^i)^s iA aU (h^^ii^ds and deg^^- thereof i Jf 
{uch;a i{)kim af^dtejxjper were ^kS^^ aipong u;ei 
andprevailisd, ther n>pr(^.£oi^^ aiuL CQ^derfite, ea^<f 
mies of ; R^velatioor WQ^ he more re^y tg^ ^^r^ 
\&Xk (a wh^t we hav^ to iauy . ' Aw^ ^$ ^O th^- IM^ 
€yC tb^?^ who b%v^ neyer r^.a4.tj>c^bible thar^gjb^ 
I 6 
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with any tolerable care and attention, who wifii 
Chriftianity may be falfe, becaufe it is conveni- 
ent for them it (houlJ be fo, inafmuch as it con- 
demns their vices, and threatens widi a righteous 
judgment to come, and a terrible hereafter : — 
when we had gained the more virtuous and ju- 
dicious, fuch loofe and abandoned perfons would 
either be put out of countenance, as having no- 
thing plaufible to fay in their own vindication ; 
or they would (hew mankind that they are againji 
revelation^ purely becaufe revelation is againji them. 
At a time when all religion is fo boldly ftruck 
at, we ought not to load religion wifli the pre- 
tended power and authority of any man, or 
liumber of men. We ought to content our- 
felves with being Chrijlians, and not lift our- 
felves into a /larty, and glory in the name of 
particular heads and leaders. One alone is our maf^ 
ter^ our head, and our Lord — ^efus Chrtft ; and 
we fhould glory in his name only — ^we fhould 
take our religion from his word, and make that 
lAit fole Jiandard. Then fhould we bring about 
the moft glorious reformation indeed ! not by 
burning heretics (that is, perfons who difier from 
US no more than we differ from them) riot by 
hunting down thofc whom we cannot' convince, 
but by the force of evidence and in the fpirit of'' 
love and meeknefs ; hy kind treatment, invinci- 
ble arguments, and inoflFenfive, holy, and exem- 
plary lives. Theii would the glorious fpirit of 
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liberty and charity flow in every vein, and beat 
in every pulfe — the mod godlike benevolence 
warm every heart, and influence every aftion. 
Then would the falvation of God be nigh unto 
them ihat fear him^ and glory dwell in our land ! 
mercy and truth would meet together : righteouf 
nefs and peace embrace each other I Truth would 
f firing out of the earthy and righteoufnefs look down 
from heaven! 

This is a reformation devoutly to be wi/hed 
for by every humane and virtuous n^an ! A 
fpe^acle which God might look down upon with 
pleafure ! A reformation which would bring glo- 
ry to God on high, peace on earth, and the moflt 
extenfive benevolence among men ! God grant 
that it may be efFedted and take place fpeedily ! 
not only in our happy ifland, but over the face of 
the whole globe ! and may every creature in hea- 
ven and on earth, with one unanimous applaud- 
ing voice, fay, evenfo — Amen, 

A Defence of the Account of Servetus. 



JOHN LELAND, D. D._ 

^ DUBLIN. — DIED 1766. 

K FTER all the clamour that has been ralfcd 
'^^ about diflferences among Chriftians, as to . 
the fenfe of fcripture, there are many things of 
great importance, about which there hath been, 
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in all ages, a very gesneral agreement among pro- 
feiTed Cliriflians. They are agreed, that there is 
one God who made heaven and earth, and all 
things which are therein : that he prieferveth all 
things hy the word of his po>ver, and govemetl^ 
all things by his providence : that he is ijifinitely 
powerful, wife, and good, and is to be loved^ 
feared, adored, and obeyed above all : that as there 
is one God, fo there is one Mediator between God 
and man, Jefos Chriji the righteous^ whom he^ 
in his iuEnite love and mercy, fent into the world 
to fave and redeem us : that he came to inilruffc 
us by his doftrine, and bring a clear revelation 
ixf the divine will, and to fet before us a bright 
and moil perfedl example for o^r imitation : 
that lie fubmitted to the moft grievous fuiFerings^ 
and to death itfelf, for our fakes, that he might 
obtain eternal redemption for us: that he rofe 
again from thp dead aud afcended into heaveo, 
and is now crowned with glory a^id honour, and 
even Uveth to m^ke interceffion for us: that 
through him, and in his name, we are to offer 
up our prayers, and hef^e for the acceptance of 
our perfons and fervices, and for gracious affift- 
ance in the performance of our duty : that in him 
there is a new covenant eftabKfbed and publiihed 
|o the \sofld>. in which t^xere is ^ free and uai- 
yo/(^ qS^ of pardon and n^rcy to a^ the tr^lj 
pi^^it6n(, and a qio(^ Qxpr^ promife of eter- 
vifiX lij(e> as the rewa^ oi %\xi j(inQere, . tiiougb^ 
4 
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itnperfefl; obedieiice : that it U i^ enough to 
have a bare fpccvlative faitb» but we muft be 
formed into a holy and gadlike temper; and in 
order to be prepared for that ft^ture happinefs, 
muft livefob^rly^ rl^hUmfiyj ca^dfjifdly inthUpre-^ 
fent world : diat there fhaU be a refuf recSlion both 
of the juft and the uiyuft, ap4 a. future judg^ 
ment ; when Chrift fhall judge the world iu the 
Father's name, and give to. every n^a^ according 
to his deedsi : that the wicked ihaU be doomed tQ 
the moft grievous puniihmoots, an4 the righteQvif 
fliall be unfpeakably h^ppy to aU et^piity. 

Thefe aFe thi^igs of gr«at ce^fequence, and 
which have beea generally acknowledged by 
Chriftians in all ages. And if there have 1>een 
feveral things advanced by thofe who call them- 
felves Chriftians, which are not well confiftent 
with thefe ?enei:ally atcki;Kxwle4ge4 priupiples; if 
there have been controverfies among them about 
points of confiderable importance, as well as ma- 
ny CQBtentioQd about things df little or no mo« 
mrent, this is no arguiD^nt againft (he divine au- 
thority, ox ufefuh^efs of the facred writingai. 
Thofe that wrefi tA$ firipures muft he accoum-s 
able to him who gave ihtm^ fer thc^t perverEon 
.aod abuib, a& mea muft be accountabk^ fox tho 
abufe oi r^afon ; hut Ihia is far fiKun proving 
that, therefore^ the fcriptuires. anfvyieii no vahukblft 
purpofe, and could not be of divine original. 

Stitt k is true» that wholbever wiU vrith a 
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teachable and attentive mind, and an upright ar- 
tentiori to know and do the will of God, apply 
hirafelf to read and confider the holy fcripturey 
in an humble dependance on God's gracious af- 
fiftance, will find vaft advantage for inftrucSUng- 
him in the knowledge of religion, and engaging 
-him to the praftice of it ; and for guiding him 
in the way of falvation. 

May God awaken the true genuine ffiirit of 
Chriftianity, which fuflFers very much *from the- 
loofenefs and libertinifm of fome, and from the 
tpo great narrownefs of others. 

View of the Deijitcal Writers^ and 
Letter to Doddridge. 



SAMUEL CHANDLER, D. D. F. R S. 

DIED. — 1766. 

/^HJRITY is truly the end of the command^ 
mentf as it is the great intention of aU the* 
precepts of righteoufnefs to promote it, and as 
there can be no defe£t in, or deviation from, any 
focial duties, or moral duties^ where charity forms 
the temper and influences the condudl. It ne* 
ver deigns to dwell but where it finds, or creates 
a fiure heart ; it is the perpetual companion of a 
good confcience, makes its voice foft and pleafing,.. 
and fill& it with iatisfa£tions celeftial in their na- 
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ture, and which are preparative for, and the 
carneft of, joys fully complete, uninterrupted, 
and eternal. 

Whatever end we can imagine the com- 
mands of KEVELATioN to have, we' fhall 
find they are moft powerfully and effedtually 
anfwered by the prevalence of this charity^ or 
under the facred and propitious influence of 
love to God afid our neighbour. Do they aim 
at the honour of Gody the fupreme Lord and 
Governor of the world ? He who loves him 
muft be defirous of promoting it, and doing 
whatever he doth to his glory ; and if he loves 
his neighbour as himfelf, in obedience to, and^ 
imitation of God, he will demonftrate the fix>- 
cerity of it by fuch an habitual behaviour' to- 
wards him in all the inftances of undiflembled 
friendjfliip and goodnefs, as ihall be a full proof 
x>{ the prevailing regards he pays to the divine 
authority^ and his fincere defire of promoting 
that kingdom of God which confifts in righteouf* 
nefsy peace J and joy in -the Holy Ghoji, Is the 
end of the Chriftian command to advance the 
intereft of Chrift in the world, and to render 
him precious and glorious in the efl:eem of man-^ 
kind ? As he was born, and came into the world 
to do his Father's work, carry on the great pur- 
pofes of his mercy, and promote the happinefs 
and falvation of mankind ; how can we better 
ihow our regard for him, ot recommend his re* 
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ligton with more advantage • to others, than by 
loving God as he did, and imitating him in his 
friendjhtjiy affedlon^ and k'lndnefs to mankind ? 
Doth the commandment aim at the perfeftion of 
human nature, and the creating men into a divine 
nature and refemblance ? Remember, Chriflian, 
God is- love^ and he that dwdh in hve dwells in 
Godf andGodinJkim^ and thus bears his image 
in the moft amiable and attraf^ive perfeftion of 
his nature. Is one great intention of the Chrijiian 
command, fuact on earthy and to- promote good-- 
will among fi men^ and hereby to advance the wel- 
fare and happineft of foqiety ; the love of God 
tad Qur neighbour, prevailing in all its genuino 
fruits and effedtsy will efiefluaUy reixkove every 
caufe of public difcord, vneafinefs, and miferyi 
unite men to God, and cement them together in 
their endeavours to promote the bappinefs of each 
ether« and the public fafety and profperity. And, 
^naUy> is the end of the. Chri^ian commandment to 
prtpare men for, and fecuiv them the pofTeiEpn of, 
<^tfr»4r/ life and blejfednefi ? What ingredient can 
he want to felf-enjoyment, and the happineis of 
the prefent ftate, in whofe breaft ienez^olence and • 
fervent affe^ion dwell ? How well prepared is he 
who loves God, for the heavenly felicity which 
arifes from the perfe(^ion and perpetuity of this 
love? How fit for the enjoyment of the heft of 
beings, who himfelf i^efemblea him in goodnefs ? 
How ripe for the focicty of thofe friendly beings^ 
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the ai^els of God and the perfe&ed faints of 
Chrift, "wbofe heart is purified from all male- 
volent difpQfitioiis, fitted for the fervices . and 
pleafur^ of fi^iendihip^ and prepared for all 
thofe facred and exahed fatisfafticms, that muft 
be enjoyed in thathAppy world, where cter-' 
ivd harmony reign? amongft all the bleffed in^ 
habit^nt^) where the foul fpirit of Jealou/yf dif- 
€6ntefUi and envy never enteri to deEle or trouble, 
where all heart* are inflamed with the love «/" God^ 
united by krv^nt afe^an to each other, each is 
happy in himfelf, and continually heightening his 
pwn happinefs, by promoting tliat of others, and 
4ie lov^ of GodtQ%\)i is the eHrnal fource from' 
whence tl^y derive j^oys. mf/malwUe and fudi rf 
gkry, Cherift, therefore, thi% gind-liie temfier^ as 
you fnoreafe in i|, you wiU grow more meet for 
the happinefs of h^av^tju That blefled world 
will at laft receive you, and tie God of kv€ 
will Qonxplcte fiiyl pcfpet^nt^ y^wr felicity. 

Sertnon oH Me imfiortaneo of C&arhy^ 



NATHANJRI. I. ARPNER, X>. P. 
Di^n l7fiS*. 

A BRANCH of moderation towards fuch s^s 
■^^ differ from us* is miWnefs and gentlenefs in 
all debates and arguments for the truth of our re- 

* Dr. Lardner, when he had written 9 great part of hj^s 
cejebr^twj work, c^tictiM tAe Credibility of the Gofiel 
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ligion : which we find recommended in the writ- 
ings of Chrift's Apoftles. Says St. Peter: But 
fantiify the Lord God in your hearts^ and be ready 
ahvays to give an anfwer to every man that ajketh 
you a reafon of the hope that is in you^ with meek^ 
nefs and fear. That direAion feems to be ad- 
drefled to Chriftians in general. St. Paul fpeak- 
ing more efpecially of thofe who were in the 
minifterial office, fays : And the fervant of the 
, Lord mujf notfirive, but be gentle unto all men^ apt 
to teachy fiatienty in meeknefs injiru^ing thofe that 
ofipoje themfelveSy if God per adventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth. 
Whether it be any juft ground of offence, that 
others differ from us or not ; yet men are apt too 
often to take it amifs, that others diflfer from 
them, and yield' not to the force of thofe argu- 
ments which convince and fatisfy themfelves. It 
is, therefore, a branfch of mildnefs, and very 
laudable, to bear patiently with thofe who differ 
from us in point of religion, and calmly to 
propofe our befl arguments, and be willing to 

lfi^(?r;K> which confiftcd of 17 o6bavo volumes, made the 
following memorable declaration, '* I have lately publiihed 
the feventh volume of the fecond part of the credibility ; but 
a temper and conduft worthy the doftrine of the gofpel, are 
tiiore 'valuable than any written defences and apologies for 
it, or explications of it. I beg thact I may be more and 
more poffefled of that temper of humility and meeknefs^ 
whi^h ihall bear good fruits'* 

Kif^is* Life of Lardxer* • 
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renew • thofe methods of convi£i;ion, which hi- 
thertQ have been inefFe6luaL 

Chriftians have the moft forcible arguments 
and inducements, and the bed affiflances of any 
men, for the practice of moderation, mildnefs, 
and equity. Forafrauch as, they have had ex- 
perience of the mercies of God and Chrift Jefus 
in forgiving ttiem, and fhowing towards them 
great mildnefs, tendernefs, and equity.', T^ey 
have alfo been taught to love one another, 
and all men, fo as no other men have been 
taught, and the principles of love will mightily dif- 
pofe to mildnefs and gentlenefs, for love fuffereth 
long and is kind-, it is not eafily provoked^ is not fiuf- 
fed up\ it heareth all things \ believeth all 
things \ hopeth all things \ moreover they know 
andr expedl the righteous judgnient of God, 
who will render to every man according to his work. 
We may reafonably conclude, that mildnefs, or 
moderation, or equity among Chriftians, will be 
to the . honour of their religion, otherwife cer- 
tainly the apoftle* had not direcSbed Chriftians to 
let their moderation be known to all men. Some 
might poffibly be apt to think, that rigour,_harfh- 
ne&.and fe verity, might be more ufeful than mode- 
ration and nxildnefs. But.iince mildnefs towards 
men is. not an approbation of any thing that 
is wrong,, and men may be differently treated ac- 
cording to their diflFerent conduft, moderation, or 
mildnefs, will not be hurtful but advantageous. 
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And, indeed, we may be aflbred, ih^t m^derattdn 
or mildnefi is a great virtue ; it being often com- 
. fnanded and enforced, under many other words, in 
the writings of the apoftles. For the fruit of the 
Jjfiirit is love^i^^y peace ^ ^ong-fufferingj gentlenefsy 
g&odmfs^j and medtnefs. And St. James fays, Thewif** 
dom that is from ahmH^ isfirft pure^ then ptaceahtcf 
gendty andeafy to be enh^eatid^ full of mercy and good 
frmtSi wiih^t Jiartialityy and without hypocrify. 
Sermon on Chri^icfn Modtration, 



JOB ORTQN, 

SH&EWSBU1LT.-^D<SD l783« 

T>ERSONS chargeable with feeking their own 
^ things more than thofe of Chrift, are they 
who are more zealous for thofe particular modes 
of faith and forms of wor&ip, which diftinguifh 
thenlfdves and their own party, than for the ac- 
knowledged effentials of Chriftian truth and duty. 
I choofc to mention thischara£bBrdiffin6Uy,becaufe 
(his kind of zeal is often miftaken for zeal inthecaufe 
of Chrift, and commended as fuch, though it is 
moft fofcign from it and oppoiStc to it. This St. 
Pmlhtxh exprcfsly determined, when he tells the 
Corinthians, fVhile one faith^ I am of Paul ^ and 
another^ I am of Apollos\ are ye not carnal f 
Whereas there is among you envying and fhrife^ 
and divijionsy about particular perfon^, whom 
ye fet up as heads of parties, are ye not carnal^ 
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ai>d walk as men ; as your ungenerate heathen 
neighbours ? We fee ioftances of this fpirit fre« 
ijuently, and ahnoft in every place. We meet 
with many who have, as St. Paul obferves coa-* 
cerning the Jews, a zeal for God; but not ac-* 
cording to knowledge. It is neither well dire£ted» 
nor well founfied: Some perfons are warm and 
eager in defending and propagating their own 
fentiments on controverilal pointy: they cenfiire 
and condemn all who do not hold thofe, and call 
thembyfome hard and opprobrious names: nor 
do they always fpare thofe of the fame fenti^ 
ments with themfelves» if they are not equally 
zealous for them. They efteem all thofe to be 
pious and godly who are in their own way- of 
thinking, though fbme of them trample upon com- 
mon probity and fidelity, and difcover much con- 
ceit, bitternefs, and itt^temper ; while they entertain 
an unfavourable opinion of all others, be their 
charadlers ever fo unblameable, and their lives 
ufeful. 

Confidet how zealous many good men are for 
little things, for important nothings. It may 
truly be faid of fome objects of their zeal, that 
they are not the things of Chrift— of others, that 
they are the leaft of his things — of little value 
and weight in his religion. What zeat do they 
Anew for particular j^rafes, forms; and cere- 
. nyonies, for human fbmdards and traditions, and 
for party diftindlions 1 What zeal for dodrines 
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confeffedly myfterious and unintelligible, and about 
which wife and good men in evefy age have dif- 
fere4; and which, therefore, undoubtedly are not 
eflentinl to religion and falvation! What zeal 
and pains to be at the head of a, party, or con- 
fiderable in it; or to make profelytes to it! 
While there hath been very little zeal for the 
indif/mtahlesy for holinefs and ufefalncfs of life, 
and conformity to the rules of the gofpel. 
How violent, fiery, and bitter, hath the former 
zeal been; and what dreadful efFefts hath it 
produced in the church ! But how little is feen 
of that wifdom which is from abovCy which is pure ^ 
peaceable^ gentle^ full if mercy afid good fruits, with^ 
cut partiality y and without hypocrify. 

Difcourfes on Zeal, 



PHILIP FURNEAUX, D. D* ' 

CLAPHAM. — DIED 1783. 

A BOVE all, the nature and defign of the 
-^^ fyftern of revealed truth fhould be care- 
fully ftudied and thoroughly underftood. Re- 
gard it not as a magazine of uncertain or fpe- 
culative opinions, or of entertaining problems; 
but as containing truths of the cleared evi- 
dence, and the utmoft importance, relating to 
the perfeiSkions, providence, government, pur- 
pofes, and will of God; to the nature and con- 
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dkioa of man, his prefent duty, his future pro- 
ipe6i$ ; inia word, to the fcheme of redemption 
nnd falvadon, through the infinite mercy of the 
Father, and by the life, dodrinc, miracles, death, 
refurreAion, afcenfiojij ' and .'exaltation of his in- 
carnate Son. . Are . there, or can there be fub- 
jeiSts 6f greater, importance than tihefe to . finful 
jjienT Aiid tie lively oracles in which thefe »inte-p 
refting events and doSrines are recorded, are an 
infallible teft of truth; all others are to be tried 
hyjthemj theyjbynpnfe. ' 

:' :R^men)ber thal:;ypu not-QiAy/et outy but Jiro-^ 
feed in thejiame of Jefus, For you receive not 
■ypi;r commiffion. from Socrates, or iPlatOj- or 
-Gic^ro, or Sesueca-; froin Luther or Gaivin, Armi- 
nius or Baxter, or frpm any pthei; great men^ an- 
cient or modern, (through an exceffive and in- 
judipiqus fegard to Whc^e reputation or authority, 
ih£ Chriflian church \^ii\ bee^i unhappily rent into 
a dioufand different con^^nding parties) but folely 
fxQm Jefus CJiryi. T%ke ^ l^eed, ■ therefore, that 
you preach him the only.. Lard^ and y^rfelves fer^ 
vants of the churche^ for his fake. 

When various fadlioi^ arofe s^nongfl the Co- 
rinthians, and one boafled, I am of Paul ; ano- 
ther, I of Cephas or Peter^.and I of Chrifi\ the 
apoftle put to them thefe pertinent and poignant 
interrogatories, h Chrifi divided? was Paul cru- 
cified for you? or were ye bajitized in the name of 
Paul? It fhould, therefore, firs, be your priu- 
K 



. t 194 ] 
cipal care to kbep your ej^ on yonr commtf- 
Hon, and on your mafto-^ 'and to diredl men's 
regard to him, as the only head in his churchy 
and the only fovereign in his kingdom, as well 
as our only Saviour a»l guide to heaven. Set 
on foot and promote no private or party fchemes ; 
no intereft oF your own or others in deroga- 
tion of, much lefs in oppofidon to his. Let it 
be your conflaut aim and ambition to render men 
loyal and fauthfiil fubje£U to that King whom 
God hath fet on his holy hiH^xof Zion. Maintain 
and cultivate peace, cAm^/e^ ' and «/ififj», with all 
thofewho love our Lord y ejus Cbrift injincerity\ 
however they may differ from one another, or 
from you in religious opinions or modes of wop- 
fhip. Metkntfs and kumitky are die peculiar or- 
naments of a Ckriftian^ efpecially of a minifter^ as 
nothing can be more indecent in him than 
haughtihefs and pride. Put on^ therefore, as the 
tle6i of Gody holy and Moved^ meeknefs^ long fuf- 
fering and hwnblenefs of mindf as well as bowels of 
mercies and kindnefs ; and above all, fmt on Charity, 
which is the bond of perfe£tion. 

Charge to Mimfters at Bridport. 
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• RICHARD PRICE, D.D. F.R.S. 

DIED 1791. 

TT has been fald, that if Chriftianity came from 
^ God, It would have been taught the world 
with fuch cleamefs and precifion, as not to 
leave room for doubts and difputes. It is won- 
derful to me, that any perfon can mention . 
this who believes the dodirines of natural reli- 
gion, or who has read the defences of Chrifti- 
anity. Has the Author of nature given us rea* 
fon in this manner, or even the information 
we derive from our fenfes ? Is it poiHble, while 
we continue fuch creatures as we are, that any 
inftrudiion fhould be fo clear as to preclude 
difputes ? Suppofing the Deity to grant us fuper- 
natural light, are we judges what degree of it 
he ought to give, or in what particular man- 
ner it ought to be communicated? 

Again: The animofities, perfecutions, and 
bloodfhed, which the Chriftian religion has oc- 
cafioned, have been urged as objeflions to it. 
This, liewife, certainly fliould not be men- 
tioned till it can be fhown, that there is one 
benefit or bleffing enjoyed by mankind, which 
has not been the occafion of evils. How eafy 
would it be to reckon up many dreadful cala- 
mities, which owe their cxiftence to know* 
ledge, to liberty^ to natural religion^ and to 

K % 
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Civil government ? How obvious is it, that what 
is in its nature moft ufeful and excellent, will for 
this very reafon become moft hurtful and per- 
nicious when mifapplied or abufed ? Chriftianity 
forbids every evil work. Its fpirit is the fpirit 
of forbearance, meeknefs, and benevolence. 
Were it to prevail in its genuine purity, and 
l)e univerfally praftifed, peace and joy would 
reign ever more. Uncharitablenefs, prieftcraft, 
contention, and perfecution, are evils which 
have taken place among its profeffors, in diveA 
oppofifion to its fcope and defign. Is it not 
then hard, that it fhould be made refponlible 
for thefe? Has it not a right to be judged by 
its genius and tendencies, rather than by any 
mifchief, which blindnefs and bigotry, and the 
love of domination have done in the Chriftian 
church? For my own part, when I contem- 
])late the horrid fcenes which ecclefiaftical 
hiftory prefents to our view, inftead of feeling 
difguft with Chriftianity, I am ftruck with the 
Divine forefight difcovered by its founder, when 
lie faid, / am not come to fend peace on earthy 
hut afword\ and led to 2i firmer faith ^ arifing from 
a rcfleftion on the warning given in the fcrip- 
tures, that an apoftacy would come, and a favage 
power appear, which would defile God's fandu- 
ary, trample on truth and liberty, and make it- 
feif drunk with the blood of faints and martyrs ! * 

D'tfjertations. 
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ROBERT ROBINSON, 

CAMBRIDGE.*— DIED 1791. 

TXTHY do you not perfecute, at leaft, with 
the tongue, thofe monftrous Unitarians? 
Becaufe I have no warrant frpm Chrift to do. 
fo ; nor the lead inclination to forge one. 
This is well enou^: But why do you praife 
them in every company? Becaufe a miftaking 
man may merit praife for that very induftry 
which hath led him into an error; and for 
that integrity which makes him, againft his in- 
tereft, fupport it. But what occafion is there 
to keep company with them, and to maintain 
an intimacy with them ? Becaufe on every other 
article they edify me, and on this we agree to 
differ. In the poffeflion of this truth, I think I, 
have the advantage of them. In regard to many 
others, I am not worthy to fpeak to them ; I 
glory in being their difciple. In what light, 
then do you conGder a fincereraan, who denies 
our Lord's divinity ? In the light of a miftaken 
brother; in every other attitude an objedt of 
efteem, and in that of denying the divinity of 
my Lord, an objedt of my tendered compaffion. 
— tAU this argues great coldnefs to your Lord ! 
I would rather be frozen into a formalift, than 
inflamed with the fire of hell; in the firft cafe, 
I fhould be' a harmlefs ftatue ; in the laft, a de- 
ftroy er like the devil . 

K3 
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Which of the ten commandments docs a man 
break by following his own conviftions in re- 
ligion ? Suppofe the word, that he is in an 
error; yet his error remaineth with himfelf. Is 
any of us lefs wife, lefs juft, or Icfs fafe, be- 
caufe another does that for himfelf which we 
every day do for ourfelves? Our fafety is not en- 
dangered by his taking the liberty to think for 
himfelf: It is we who endanger his fafety by 
taking the liberty to think for him. In fnch 
a cafe,' we ihould be lefs wife and lefs juft 
than we ought to be ; as he would be if he 
allowed us to run our liberty into fuch licenti- 
oufnefs. How is it that men, Chriftian men 
to^, can fee one another's ficknefiTes, and hear of 
one another*s misfortunes, without any emotions 
of anger, and with all the feelings of humanity 
and pity that Chriftians ought to hare for one 
another ; and that they cannot bear to hear a confci- 
entious man avow fentiments different from their 
own without a red refentment, that like a hot thun- 
der-bolt hiffes, and wounds, and kills where it falls? 
No ; it is not juftice, it is not prudence, it is not 
humanity, it is not benevolence, it is not zeal for 
thefe difpofitions ; it feems as if it were the ex- 
plofion of an infeSed heart, where the milk of 
human kindnefs never flowed. If fuch emotions 
can proceed from Chriftians; we muft fuppofe 
what we are loth to think j that is, that fome 
Chriftians are in fome unhappy moments di- 
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vefled of all the principle of their holy religion, 
and aSualed.by the difpodtibns of the moft ig- 
nonint and cruel of mankind. But, fay they, 
though we receive no ipjury, yet God ils dif- 
honoured. Ah! Is God difhonoured? imitate 
his conduct, then; doeis he thunder, does he 
lighten, does he affli£l this poor man ? Behold 
bisfiln enlightens his habitation, his rain re- 
fircfhes his fields, his gentle breeze fans and 
animates him every day» his revelation lies 
always open before him, his throne of mercy is 
ever acceffible to him; and will ym^ raih 
Chriflian, will pu mark him out for ven* 
geance ? I repeat it again, imitate your heavenly 
Fathen and, at leaft, fufpend your anger till that 
dliy, ^hen the . Lord mH make manifejl the coun^ 
feh vf nun^s hearts^ and ihenfiall every man hav§ 
pmfe of God^ 

Plmfor ihe Divinity of Chrtjl^ 
arid Village Sermonu 



CALEB EVAJJS, D. ]>. 

BRISTOL. — DIED 179U 

TT has hever been my cuftom, as you well 
, know, to give hard names to tbofe that difr 
fer from me, even on fubjodls of the higheft im- 
portance ; and you vrill not therefore expeA any 
thing of this kind in. the prefent publication* 
*^ 4 
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Thi wrath. of man will never work the rlghtcouf^ 
ncfs t)f. God\ and, .1 1m^,> I' have learned to 
tremble at that word of my divine Mailer, fVha 
art thou that- judgefi another maris f^jant^ RaiU 
ing accufations may be as eafily applied to the 
fupport of error as i of truth; and can only 
tend in either cafe to finflame, never i to convince 
or perfuade. We ought as fincerely attdcheer^ 
fully to admire the virtues of thofe that may 
differ from. us the moft widely, as ' we wbuid 
wi{h to.dete<S and avoid their errors. But fuf- 
fer me to caution you ; againtt - the oppofke ex-^ 
treme, that of fcepticifm and indifFeience — ^a 
temper of mmd, of all others; the moft un- 
pardonable, and the njoft <perniciou8. It is the 
higheft infult we can offci- to die God of 
truth, and ha^ the moft diJre£l tendency ta 
banifh truth, and with it, all true virtue and 
happinefs, out of the world. But amidft thc- 
claA of contending parties, and the jarring of 
fuch very difcordant fentiments, as are propagated 
and zealoufly contended for in what is called the 
Chtiftian world, in the prefent 4ay> it becomes 
more neceflary than ever for all that would be 
able to give a reajon of the hope that is in thenty 
with meeknefs and fear ^ ' uprightly and impartially 
to fearch the fcrijitures^* and judge for themfehes\ 
Your faith will othervvife be dT tio ufe to yOu; 
it will {);and in the^ >^ifdom of men, and not in. 
tlie power. of God. Then only, can you j^ 
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ceivq the truth fo as to derive any faving be-' 
nefit from it, when you receive it, not as the 
word of men, but as it is, in truth, the word of 
God, which alfo wtirketh eff equally in them that, 
believe. The truth will be of no avail to you 
if you are not fan^ified by it, and made real 
Chriftians. And then only will you recom- 
mend it to others, to any good purpofe, when 
it appears that you yourfelvCs have been made 
by it truly humble, holy, heavenly minded, ufe- 
ful, aftive, and benevolent, abounding in every 
good word and work^ as thofe that are wifely per- 
fuaded their labour Jliall not be in vain in the 
Lord^ 

In the early ages of Chriftianity there were 
converts, not a few, from amongft the Jewiili 
priefts and the Pagan philofophers ; men as 
eminent for their learning and the fplendour of 
their talents, as they were, even ftill more after 
their converfion, for their faith and humble piety. 
The primitive church could boa ft of a Paul, a 
Polycarp, a Chryfoftom, an Irenus, a Juftin 
Martyr, a TertuUian, with a multitude of others, 
who were bright ornaments to the caufe of 
Chrift arid Chriftianity ; and to the two laft 
of whom we are indebted for two of the moft 
able and eloquent apologies for Chriftianity, 
that, perhaps, were ever penned. In latter 
ages we have had an Era£mus, a Bacon, a 
Boyle, a Grotius, a Butler, and Edwards, with 
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an hofl of other luminaries, who have not hcen 
afliamed of the Gofpel of Chrift. ChriJTs king- 
dom is not indeed of thh worlds and we do not, 
therefore, confider the literature, or external fplen- 
dor of the members of it, as conftituting any 
part of its eflential and diftinguifhing glory. It 
fs, however, pleafing to find that in every age 
die Chriflian Church has nouriidbed in her bo- 
fom, thofe whofe talents have been as brilli- 
ant as their humility and piety have been emi- 
nent and edifying. Can it be fuppofed they k>ft 
their reafon when they became' Chriftians ? Or 
did they not then become more illuftrious than 
ever in the ufe and exercife of it ? To ihem that 
%v€re called both Jews and Greeks^ learned and 
unlearned, the gof/iel was the power of God^ and 
the wifdom of God. 

Dlfcourfes on the Atonement, 



T 



MICAJAH TOWGOOD, 

EXETER. — DIED 1792. 

"^HE foundation of all beauty, an ingenious 
author has obferved, is uniformity amidft va- 
riety. That the great founder of the Chriftian 
church hath, in this refpeft, formed it with ad- 
mirable beauty, an attentive obferver will evident- 
ly fee. For amidft the infinite variety of gift* 
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and endowments of ranks and offices, of fcntr- 
inentsand opinions, which his wifdom permits^ 
or his coonfel ordains, a delightful union, or uni- 
ibrmity, is exprefsly eftabUihed. All the dif*- 
ferendy minded Chriftians ate to be united in per- 
feft charity; and, notwithftanding their divcrfity 
<)f fedtlments and fpeculation^, they are all to fit 
at one taUe, and to eat as of the fame bread, and 
to drink as of the fame facramental c»p, in toketi 
of their being fellow members of the fame houfe- 
hold of faith^ and of their unfeigned love to oilfe 
another. . As far, therefore, as we deftroy this 
unity or communion, by caufelefs feparatii^iifif, of 
hinder it from taking place, fo faf we hurt tfce 
beamy and the glory of the church, which is called 
the fpoufe of Jefus Chrifti Should not this con- 
fidcration engage the various fe6ls and parties 
Stfttdngft Cluriftiansi to heal the unhaj^py breach 
^ir fe^aratiotl'have niiade, a^d to receive one an- 
other to the common table 6f their Ltwd ? Sh^ll 
the one body, thJb 'vifiblc church of C irift^ fet- 
ting up a table in oppofition to others, fencing 
it vmnA with «he' peculiarities of their fed, and 
ftjfferkig none to eat with them hut thofe who 
eomply with ^he. fmne geftures and xiib&s, arid 
foiitw of thiokfog,itor< fet leaft of fpeakirig- With 
thethfchei ?^' I«r thii tbat unity of fpirit— that com*- 
mufnion of faiftts-*-that mmual forbearance and 
fellowfliip with Okie another; whkh Chrifliinity 
enjoins ? No ; but the glorious fymmetry of that 
. : - '» K 6 " 
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Bviiig temple, the body and church of Chrift, b 
hereby grievioufly hurt; envymgs, mutual jcalou- 
fies, animofities, and party zeal, too naturally creep 
in, and four and contradl the mind. Infidels infult, 
Chriftianity is wounded in the houfe of its friends, 
arid charity, its lift^ runs out at the. wounds ! 

. Thus the religion of our Lord,, that.blefled 
Herald and Prince of Peace, which was merci- 
fully defigi:Kd,.and is admirably formed to unite 
men's difcordant mrnds, becomes the unhappy 
means of fetting them a^t a greater variance, and 
of rendering them more eftranged and unfriendly 
to oxie another. Ought* thefe things to be fo, 
Chriftians ? We all know they ought not. Let 
us each do what in him lies to heal the fatal 
bresu:hes which have been fo long the difgrace, 
and had not Almighty Providence mercifully m- 
terppfed, muft long, ere this hour, have been this 
deftruiStion of the Chriftian church. Let the 
wordiy name of Cirifi be no mox€ bhfphemidy nor 
his; religion defpifi^d, through the excefs of our 

' zeal about rituaU circumftantial^ And fpeculative 
matters. As the wifdom of God hath left ihem, 
perl^aps, pprpofely furrounded with fome dcgre< 

■ cf:darki3Lefs, fAi?the pfoof of our iumiijUyy m$(ie^ 
r^ifldiJy and cm^ffcen/t^n to\ one another;, let u3 
improve it to this happy epd, by; which we iball 
at once both refieft honour on out religion, and 
lay up for ourfelves diftinguiflied glory in hea-* 
ven. ^ • .1- , . . • , ..'•••'• 

Catholic Chriji'tanitj. 
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SAMUEL STENNETT, D. D. . 

DIED 1795 '"^\ 

nPHAT men do reafon very differently, and 
^ that too upon eflential points of divine re- 
velation, is acknowledged; and that many do 
make religion to confift in what does not really 
belong to it, and profefs themfelves to be what 
they are not, is likewife as certain. But it does 
not follow from thefe abufes of religion, that it is 
itfelf a vague, loofe, and uncertain thing. There 
is but one way to heaven ; and however the ap- 
prehenfions of good men themfelves, as to fome 
leffer things, may not be alike clear, and their 
external forms of profefEon may, in many re- 
fpefls differ, yet the leading principles of their 
judgment, and the main feelings and experiences 
of their hearts, are flriftly analagous and fimilar. 
Be not (hocked, therefore, at the different appear- 
ances religion may affume. They are eafily to 
be accounted for upon this plain and acknow- 
ledged principle, that, at the pi:efent, we know in 

I **^ .^ new editioft of tAe Difcourfes on Per/anal Rdir 
gion, whence the above extract is taken, has been an- 
noifnced by his fon, the Rev. Jofeph Stennett. Should this edi- 
tion bfi . accompanied wkh the life of his worthy father, it 
will render it a ftill more valuable acquifition. May the 
fentiments contained, and the fpirit difplaycd in thefe dif- 
courfes, be laftingly impreffed on the minds of the rifing ge- 
neration. 
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Jiarty and firofihefy in part \ and that the beft of us^^ 
are fubjedk to prejudices, which, through ' various 
caufes, are almoft unconquerable. Religion is, 
however, but one thing ; and if you are fo happy 
as really to know and feel what it is, you will 
have the tejlimony of all good men, of every age, 
kindred, nation, and tongue, to join you in your 
humble and cheerful profeffion of it. 

As we ought all to contend earnejllyfor the faith 
once delivered to the faints^ fo we are obliged, by 
the fimplicity and famenefs of that divine fpirit 
and temper which hath been infufed into our 
hearts, moft Jincerely and offeHionately to love one 
another. If the laws of humanity conftrain us to 
cxprefs a tender regard towards mankind in ge- 
neral, purely upon rfiis principle, that they par- 
take of the fame nature with ourfelves ; the argu- 
ment muft receive additional ftrength when it 
comes clothed with all the native dignity and ge- 
nerofity which religion gives it — at the fame time 
prefenting to our view the good man, who is- 
bom from above, as the obje6l of this our .ef- 
teem and afFeftion. Can' we believe him to be 
the oflTspring of God — the brother of Jefus, and a 
partaker of the fame natufe with ourfelvcS, and 
not embrace him witli tb^ utmoft. cordiality in the 
arms of Chriftian charity ? God forbid that we 
fhould be infenflble to fuch divine imprefficns ! 
Beloved^ let us love one another y for love is of God : 
and every one that loveth is born of God y andkmw^ 
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etk God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God, 
for God is love. May this temper live and in- 
creafe in each of our hearts, fo proving us to be 
the difciples of Jefus ; till at length it fliall ar- 
rive at its utmoft perfeftion in the realms of light 
and glory above ! 

Dlfcourfes on Pcrfonal Religion, 



ANDREW KIPPIS, D. D. F.R.S. and S. A. 

DIED 1795. 

T) ELIGIOUS differences are a mighty caufe 
•*^ of the difputes and averfions that have taken 
place in the earth. In confequence of religious 
differences, mankind have been ready to view one 
another in a light peculiarly odious, and to che- 
rifti the moff unfriendly, and even the moft ma- 
lignant fentimwits. The quarrels that have arifen 
from this origin have been always too generally 
prevalent ; and it is, alas ! to be feared, that they 
will continue to prevail for ages yet to come. 
The effed^s of a temper of this kind muft be ex- 
tremely bad, if we confider the matter in a moral 
and religious light. What can be more contrary 
to the genius ; what more contrary to the pre- 
cepts of the gofpel, than ftrife, anger, and hatred ? 
Does not the Chriftian revelation perpetually 
urge upon us the lovelieft, the gentleft graces 
and virtues ? What was the character, and what 
the deportment of our bleffbd Saviour ^ Was not 
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his character, altogether, c6mpofed of benevo- 
kiice, humanity, mildnefs, and courtly ? Was 
not his deportment perfe£lly peaceable, kind, and 
tender ? Did he ever engage in angry debates 
and quarrels with his neighbours ? Did he ever 
difturb the repofe of thofe around him, by a con- 
tentious and turbulent behaviour ? Did he ever 
give way to the . feelings of refentment and ma- 
lice ? On the contrary, was it not his intention to 
render us truly the fons of Jieacc ; to make us at 
peace with God, at peace with ourfelves, and at 
peace with each other ? For this purpofe he en- 
dured the labours and fufferings of this mortal 
life i and for this purpofe he died upon the crofo. 
He hath fet before us the ftrongeft motives, and 
laid us under the higheft obligations, to cultivate 
the utmoft friendlhip, agreement, and harmony 
of our fellow-creatures. If, therefore, we are 
poffeffed of a different difpofition ; if our hearts 
are full of wrath and ftrife, and rancour; if we 
fall out by the way, and turn the earth, as far as 
in us lies, into a dreary a:id uncomfortable fcene, 
what will be the confequmce ? Why, as by fuch 
a temper and condu<£l we a£t direflly reverfe to 
the genius and delign of oar hoiy religion, the 
confequence muft be to the lull degree fatal. If 
we have not thef/iirit of Chfifl^ we can be none 
of his. We nxuft, iufuch a cafe, have oui: por- 
tion with thofe who were contentious, who did 
not obey the truth, arfd were the flaves of their 
corrupt and turbulent paflions. 



'. Aiid n6w, if my yoicc could be heard, I would' 
aridea^tly iu)d afFei^ionately . call upon the bigots 
and peri^ecutors of the globe, , no longer to violate 
the rights of cockfcience^ but to grant to every m^an 
the privilege of worfhij^ping his God and Father, 
in the manner that is agreeable to the'didlates of his 
'own mind. Be perfuaded, finceiye' are difciples 
bflhe fame raafler; (oUye in love^ even as Chrini 
alfo loved you ^ and do not permit any diflCerences 
in religious fenttments to interrupt the iharmonious 
agreement with which it behoves you to march 
OP in this road that leads to the mentions of glory. 
In fhort, let each of us in our feveral ftations 
and conneSionSy be ftudious to cultivate the fen- 
timents of univerfal medinefs, good-will, and be* 
nevolence ; and let us conftantly attend to the 
mighty argdrtients and motives. to this purpofe, 
which are fet before us in the gofpel. If thus we 
be careful not to fall out by the way, we ihall 
enjoy the trueft fatisfaflion which the prefent 
life can afford, and fhall be preparing for the 
realms of complete concord and bleiTednefs. 

Sermons. 
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BENJAMIN GROSVENOR, D. D.* 
) IGOTB there may be, and have been of all 
perfuafiops ; biit an Implacable, irreconcile- 
able, cruel Chrlftiaij, is of the fame figure of 

* In 1749, ^r» Grofvenor retired, from all public fer- 
vices, and died 1758, in the 83d year of his age. He pub- 
lifhed many finale fcrmons, the moil diftinguifhing of 
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fpeech as a godly adulterer, a religious drunkard, 
or a devout murderer. A rellgiofi that in^re^ 
cruelty and revenge ; that is fo far from forgiv- 
ing injuries, that it inultiplies them upon fueh vl& 
defire to injure nobody ; that can allow its vota- 
ries to contrive, as near as poffible, the mifery 
of poor people in this world, or their damnation 
in the next ; as they do, iMideniably, who firft 
tempt a poor creature to fiiipwreck his con-^ 
fcience, and ftrain upon hitn for not doing it ; 
firft tetiKipt a man to be a hypocrite, and nexc 
punifh him for not being fo : I fay a religion of ^ 
this complexion needs no ftronger confutation, 
nor caiL be better proved to be none of Ais^ than 
to be compared with the temper imd fptrie, with 

which was one on rhe Temper of J.ef«s^ which was i-c- 
printed at Cambridge in 1785— it was a traii(cript of his 
own heart and life — An EJfay on Healthy 'and an excellent 
treatife, entitled. Thi Mairnr/r, both of which Jiave palTed 
through feveral editions, and will continue to, be tuemorials 
of his genius, learning, and fpirit. Of the latter, the fol- 
lowing paffage in his diary,' is an amiable fpccimen : " 1 
thank God I" fays he, « for that temper of rriiod and %ti 
nius, which has made it natural for roc to have an averlion 
to bigotry. This has itQproved conftantly with my know- 
ledge. And the enlarging my mind towards thofe who dif- 
fered from me, has kept pace with my illumination and in- 
tellectual improvements. A^tee to differ is a g09d motto. 
The reajon and lo'velinefs of fuch a friendly difpofition 
would recommend it ; and I ain perfuad'ed people would al- 
moft take it of themfeivesi if it were not for the feversl 
arti ufed to present it." 

Toulmitt^s Life of Neal^ prefixed to his new edi'* 
tion of the Hiflory of the Pttrituns. ' 
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the carriage ^nd commifEon of the lovely Jefus. 
For, O Lord I where didft thou ever put fire 
and fword, prifons, halters, and gibbets, into thy 
commiffion? Or what was ever fecn in thee^ 
that could look like approving of any fuch kind 
of methods ? Hadfl: thou ever faid to thine apoftles, 
go-^preach thegofjiel^ beginning at yirufalem ; and 
they that will not believe, as you bid them, plun* 
der, imprifon, and ftarve them ? Didft thou ever 
give thine apoftles fuch powers ? Are men to be 
forced by pain into the beKef that this Jefvs was 
the moft merciful being, that his religion was the 
kjndeft thing in the world, and that his minifiers 
are all fons of benignity and peace ; and if they 
will not believe it, to call f6r the jailor and the 
rack to prove it. Such a commiffion would ra* 
ther be fuppofed to come from jt/iollyon the de- 
ftroyer, than from Jefus^ the Saviour of mankind-*- 
who came into the world not to dejlroy men^s lives^ 
but tofave : to make the lamb and the wolf feed 
together — that there might be no more deftroying 
nor hurting y in all thy holy mountain, ' 

if the hiftory of the world had ever afforded 
an inftance of a gbod prince, whofe government 
was moft rightful ; his adminiftration, according 
to the beft laws, tempered with equity and mode- 
ration ; his temper gentle and mild, moft affable 
and 'condefcehding ; one that treated his fubjeiSts 
as any father could do his children, laying hira- 
felf out entirely for their benefit and fervice ; fo 
that the people could not but own he had done all 
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things well : How furprifing- would it be to find, 
after all, that this good prince was affaffinated by 
thofe whom he had moft obliged ; that there 
fhould be any beings, on this fide hell, capable of 
fuch a thing ? Well — in the laft agonies of his 
life, he calls fome friends about him, and^ fays to 
this purpofe — I am dying of the wounds they 
have given me; I had reafon to expe6l a 
kinder return — however, I forbid all revenge up- 
on any of thofe that relent upon it ; and, before 
I die, I order that there be an a(ft of grace forth- 
with drawn up and proclaimed, for the pardon 
of my murderers, upon condition only, that they 
be fenfible of what they have done, ttiat they 
acknowledge their faults ;, and .to give them af- 
furance that they may depend upon it, 1 wvill have 
It fubfcribed and fealed with fome of that very 
blood which they have drawn. And fincQ I find 
myfclf dying away, I do command, with my laft 
breath, that the heralds who (ball proclaim this, 
do fend A\tfirji copy of it to him that gave me 
the firft wouhd, and tixtfecond to him that ftruck 
the deepeft — and fo gave up the Ghoft. How 
would all the annals have rung of fuch an in- 
ftance as this ? What a noife would it have made 
in the world ! His name would have ftood for 
the figure of all goodnefs ! Arts and fciences 
would have laviftied all their treafures upon the 
memory of fo much grace^ the hiftorian, the 
orator, the poet, the painter, the ftatuary ; nor 
would they have refrained from raifing altars to 
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fo much divinity mcarnate.-^There is a perfoh 
of whom all this is fadl ; there is a name to which 
thi« is due— *tis thine, Oh Jefus I that lovely 
name ; even Jefus, that hath delivered us from' 
wrath to come, by dying under ovtr hands arid for 
our fakes. - 

' Jefus ! with what a mind and frame of foul 
didil thou leave this world- and go up to heaven ? 
And art thou ftiU the fame ? Has the higheft place 
in heaven only enlarged thy power of doing good 
according to the eftabliflied economy and order 
of grace ? And is that grace ftill as free, as full, 
as extenfive, as fuflScient, as when firft offered 
to Jerujalem f Then I am thy captive, for who 
can hold out againft all this ? Who can deny 
any thing to it ? Hear me but in the following 
prayer — that fome portion of the fame fpirit that 
renders thee fo lovely, may defcend upon me, 
and then I am fufe to be beloved by- thee ; for if 
this be thy carriage towa,rds thine enemies, what 
is thy heart towards them that love thee as their 
own fouls ?. Let, therefore, all ifliofe paffions and 
afFeiStions, that held the apoftles in ecftafy of at- 
tention, when they beheld at parting-, the fweet 
majefty of thy humble grandeur ; when they be- 
held the marks of thy late fufFerings, and of pre- 
fent authority, of all power in heaven and earthy 
and of brotherly love^ at once feated in thy divine 
afpedl ; when they beheld the heavens opening, 
heir Lord afcending, and followed thee with 
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eyes drowned in love, and ftretching with curious 
wonder into the celeftial prefence; let xHiQfame 
pailions and affections fo poflefs my foul, and 
devote me to thyfelf and fervice, that I may never 
give over looking upwards in expeflation — till 
I {hall behold thee^ in like manner, coming 

THE second TIME^ WITHOUT SIN, UNTO 
SALVATION* AM£N,> 

TTie Temper ofjefm. 
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Infatiite archer I could not one fufficfe ? 

Thy ftrft flew. tbricc» JMid thrice, ray .peace was flam ; 

And thrice e're thrice yon moon had fill'd her horn ! .' 

^ . ... i 

Young. 

*< The'deceafe of Valuable rh^n/who have 'diftinguifhed 
ahcmlcivf s in a pubhc caj)acitjrv. is in : intercfting event 
whiclvmay properly furnifh. an occafionfor pathetic decla- 
mation,' and mofaririftru6liori^ Mr. Evans has, in this dit- 
courfe, made a pertinent impcdvetnentiisfxhe: recent death, 
of three eminent minifters. The difcourfe is methodically 
conftru^ed, is written Y^itlrapimationi-an^ difcDvers a laud- 
able, and not illiberal zeal, for the intefefts of religion.' The 
-n>emoirs prefixed are brief, but can^d-aadinterefting/* 
_. . • Monthly. Rrurew-fgr January it! ^^^ 
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